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E often give Thanks to Gop, for all 
his Servants departed this Life, in 
his Faith and Fear ; and pray for 
Grace, ſo to follow their good Examp!e, that 


with them we, may be Partakers of his hea- 


venly Kingdom, It has been an antient Practice 
in the Chriſtian Church, to repreſent to the Imi- 
tation of the Living, the Lives of deceaſed Ser- 
vants of CHR1sT, who though dead, yet ſpeak 
to our Hearts, in the Remembrance of their 
pious Example, 


For ſome Ages, moſt Inſtances of this Sort 
were tranſmitted to Mankind, chiefly by Monks 
of the Church of Rome. But their great Partiality, 
and a Spirit of Emulation, which aroſe among 
their different Orders, in Favour of their Foun- 
ders, and Members in general; together with 
their extreme Paſſion for the Marvellous in al- 
moſt every Thing, render moſt of their Accounts 


rather Romance, than ſimple Narration of real 
Facta. 


Axn they are of little ſolid Uſe. For their nu- 
merous Accounts of Revelations, Extaſies, = 
ns 


Iv PREFACE, 
ſions, Trances, Miracles, and celeſtial Appari- 


tions, rather ſurprize us, and create Scruples, than 
lead us into true Holineſs of Living. Our Sa- 
viour Himſelf, as a great Man obſerves, choſe to 
have fewer Inſtances of Wonder in his Life, that 
He, might tranſmit the more of an imitable Ex- 
ample.” Whereas Accounts of this kind are no 
more imitable, than they are entertaining : and 
there is Truth in what Mr. Addi ſon 

That “ there is as much Pleaſure in hearing 
a Man tell his Dreams, as in reading Relations of 
this Nature.” 


Has he who is the Subject of the following 
Account, continued a Member of that Commu- 
nion, and been as unwearidly laborious and ſue- 
ceſsful, in — the Intereſts of Rome, as 
he was in promoting thoſe of Jesvs CHRIST, he 
might probably have ſtoed fair for Canonization, 
and would undoubtedly have encreaſed the Num- 


bet of theſe marvellous Relations. 


Bur be the Extravagance of ſome, and the 
Credulity of others as they may on this Head, 
they do not make void real Facts; nor ſhould 
diſcourage the uſeful Cuſtom, of preſenting Man- 
kind with true Characters of the Excellent of the 
Earth. There is ſuch a thing as being acquainted 
with Ged, and being happy in Him. There are 
who know the true Gop, and His Son Jesvs' 
CHRIST ; and who live as becomes Perſons pro- 
feſſing Godlineſs, walking before Gop in all Ho- 


lineſs. a 5 


Such an one it can be truly ſaid was Tema, 
Wal. He led a © Life of Juſtice and Tem- 
TIF perance, 


1 
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evotion : ſuch a Liſe without which the Purity of 
human Society cannot be preſerved, and by which, 
as our Irregularities are made regular; fo our 
Miſeries are not made a Mockery. And we find fo 
much Reaſon to addreſs ourſelves to an Imitation 
of ſo excellent a Pattern, as. juſtly chides every 
Degree and Minute of Neglect.” | | 


II. « Tree are many who talk well, ſaid 


an eminently pious Man, but let us live well. It 


he has /aid a great many good Things; ſuppo- 


derance, of Chaſtity and Piety, of Charity and 


is indeed but a poor Character of a Perſon, that 


ſing there be not a Converſation anſwerable there- 


to. Not every one that — unto me Lok p, 
Loxp, ſhall enter into the 


ingdom of Heaven, 
ſayth JEsUs ; but he that doeth the Will of my 


Father who is in Heaven.” Then only are we 
the true Servants of CyR1sT when we ds what- 


ſoever He has commanded us. 


Tux preſent is profeſſedly, a Time of much 
Religious Knowledge: the Goſpel is fully preach- 
ed, and perhaps, more frequently than it has 


been ſince the Reformation. Yet ſtill, it muſt 
be complained, that among the Numbers who 
love to hear it, but few comparatively love to 


practice it: too many hold the Truth in Unrigh- _ 


teouſneſs, profeſſing to know Go p, while in 
Works they deny Him. There are others, who 


= 


though free from outward Sin, and "who even 
obſerve religious Duties, yet make little or no 


Progreſs, as to inward Holineſs. The good Ef- 
fects of the Grace of Gop, are prevented in 
many thro' mere Inattention of Spirit, Irrecol- 
leQion, and Indolence. We do not ſufficiently 
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lay things to Heart. We do not live enough at 
Ewe. We are too ſuperficially EN 
ourſelves, to get deeply into Fellowſhip with 
Gop, And for theſe Cauſes, not to ſpeak of 
more groſs ones, How many are there weak and 
fickly among us! 5 


Ir is with a View principally, to promote this 
Inward Religion, that the following Narrative, of 


preſented to the World, but moſt particularly to 
ſuch as are truly ſerious. How far it is calculated 
to_ contribute thereto, thoſe who are pleaſed to 
read it muft judge. This much however is cer- 
tain, that ſome Pains has been taken to render 
it ſubſervient to ſo deſirable an End, | 


\ tains the moſt remarkable Particulars 8 


his Age: ſuch as, his Education; forſaking the 
Church of Rome; inward Converſion to Gop; 
and. his. providential Appointment to labour for 
the Salvation of his Neighbour. 


Tu ſecond Part contains a Variety of Inci- 
dents relative to his publick Employments ; his 


great Labours ; Endeavours to convert Members 
of the Chuch of Rome; the Attempts of the 


Improvement by them. 


* 


a Perſon not ſfightly acquainted therewith, is 


III. Ir conſiſts of three Parts, The firſt con- N 


him, from his Infancy to the twentieth Vear of 


Romiſh Clergy to hinder him; his Application o 
Study; Improvement in divine Knowledge; 
frequent Siekneſs ; various Temptations ; and his 


8 Hh | Tan 
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Tus third' Part repreſents his more' internal. 
tate, with reſpect to his daily Courſe of Walk- 
g with Gop ; his Attainments in the di- 
ine Life ; together with his laſt Sickneſs and 


Deaths 


My Part of the Work conſiſted much in me- 
hodizing, abridging, and connecting Accounts | 
phich he left of himſelf. The Subſtance of the 
rſt Part, he wrote principally in Dublin, a few 
ears before his Death. Many of the Materials 
e ſeeond, and more of the third Part, I have 
ollected from ſome thouſand Pages of his Jour- 
als: ſo that the Diviſion into Chapters; the 
ducing Things diſtant in the Order of Time, to 

e ſame Head; and keeping up the Thread of 
e Narrative through the whole, were the chief 
Objects of my Attention. 


I have likewiſe taken the Liberty to enlarge a 
hought, and add an Obſervation or Improvement, 
s Occaſion preſented ; if haply I might contri- 
ute in any Degree, towards the Direction or En- 
duragement of the Children of Gov. In doing 
is J have interſperſed throughout the whole, 85 
ral Verſes, which occurred while I wrote; 
me of which. were admitted, becauſe they ex- 
es my Sentiments more fully than I could» my- 
f; others, becauſe of the deep Importance of 
e Sentimente they contain, and therefore the 
robability of their being uſeful, at leaſt to ſome 
erſons, in whatever Connexion they are found : 
ough-in every ſuch Inſertion there een 2 
e W ae 1 
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I ſhall not take up the Reader's Time, with 
giving the Reaſons, which prevailed with me, 


to undertake this Work; nor attempt to ſhelter 


myſelf from Cenſure or Contempt, for its Defects, 
under the common-place Subterfuges, and ſelf 
beſtowed Compliments and Apologies, well known 
on ſuch Occaſions. My own Conſcience ac- 

uits me from Vanity or Self-ſufficiency in Re- 

rence thereto. The long Intimacy which l 
had with him, + gave: ſufficient Ground to the re- 
peated and importunate Requeſts of feveral, who 
knew his Manner of Life, to engage me in fü. 
niſhing them with ſome Memorials thereof; and 
altho' I had done ſomething of this Kind for my 
own, and the private Uſe of a few Friends, yet 
it was not till his own Papers fell into my Hands, 
that I could prevail with myſelf to make it pub- 
lick. But among the ſeveral Motives that were 
urged, what finally determined, was 


& Love to the living, Duty to the dead, 
| it ſeem'd profane 

To quench a Glory lighted at the Skies, 
And caſt in Shadows his illuſtrious Race.“ 


Cons1DERED in one Light, he was not, it is 
true of that Importance, that Memorials of him 
ſhould be tranſmitted to Mankind, There wanted 


in him thoſe Qualifications of illuſtrious Birth, 


Titles, Honours; and Dignities, which make it 


ſomewhat honourable to patronize Perſons ſo 


qualified, and which alone beget the eſteem of 
the generality of People. But to ſuch as form 


their Eſtimate of: Perf6ns and Things, net ac- 


cording to the Maxims of this World; but ac- 
* | cording. 
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_ to Truth, and in reference to Eternity; 
ho judge of Men by the Heart; as being firmly 
erſuaded, that Solid Glory, which cannot be 
itated by Pride, nor equalled by Pomp, reſides 
the Source of perſonal Qualifications, and hea- 
nly Sentiments'—— To ſuch, there will need 

p Apology for preſenting them with a Character, 
hich has for its Recommendation, only that of 
ing honouredand approved of God. In which Light. 


« Titles and Honours are laid aide to find 
Man's Dignity. 1 


lV. NzxT to the Holy Seriptures, bee 
ere are no Writin ſo calculated, to anſwer all 
e Pprpoſes of hol g, as the Lives of emi- 
nt Servants of (an, Who Flowes - ard and 


ſely after, the-4po/tle Mo 5% Fiigb- prieſt 2 Anu, 


. Fzey ſpeak a powerful, tho 

age to — attentive Heart, Go thou, and — 
like Manner.“ They are a full Anſwer to 
2 delufive Flatteries of Self-love; and to 
Children of Difobedience, aſſerting. that It 

impoſſible to live in ſuch a Manner.” To live 
Angels, or diſembodied Spirits, is inded above 
State of Humanity. And f 


'Tis vain to ſeek in Men for more than Man,” 


Wt are we not the Purchaſe of the Blood of 


HRIST ? Are we not the Objects of His con- 
ual Love? And has He not 1 and ſent 

s Holy Spirit to prepare, and make us Habi- 
trons for G What then may we not ex- 
it from duch infinite Love; from ſuch infinite 


er? 
cc No 
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: «No man too largely from heaven's love can hob 
If what is hoped, he labour to ſecure,” 


And it is Matter of Joy to the Servants of Gon 
that whenever it is asked, Where are the Wi: 
neſſes of theſe Things; of that Religion where, 
ye ſpeak ?” They have it in their Power to (ay 
both of the living, and the dead, Come and ſee. 


In the Conduct of Perſons truly devoted t 
Gor, we often meet with particular Ways 
Behaviour; Maxims of. Chriſtian Prudence: « 
Secrets relating to a holy Life, which, when adoy 
ted into our own Conduct, often ſerve in tt 

Room of many Rules; and are ſingular Incentive 
to our Diligence and Fervour. And the Ford 
which Example has above Precept, is well known 


G N 

The Experience of others, ſays this Servant 
of Gop, have been very refreſhing to my Soul] 

and have often ſtirred;up my Spirit, to ſeek afte 
© Gop more earneſtly.” Indeed he eſteemed 2 
_ an invaluable Jewel every thing of this Kin 
which he met with. He had a Collection 
Lives, which he generally took with him where 
ever he went, eſteeming them, . becauſe of the 
Uſefulneſs to his Soul, next to the Holy Scriptures 
He was ſeldom a Day without reading © ſomething 
ef the Lives of Children of God. - 


Thek 


His Words are all along encloſed with fing! 
Comma's. : 


a 5 
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Theſe Examples, ſays St. Au/tiy, excite, 
d as it were joy the Heart, leſt it ſhould fall 


dle what is has not experienced yet.” The ſame 
ather, ſpeaking of himſelf elſewhere, ſays, The 


ret  Coals caſt into the Boſom of his Soul, heating, 
d warming, and ſetting him all of a Flame : 


O Irsvus, let me, and my Readers, die the 
6 Righteous, and let our laſt End be 
e 


UWEANTERBURY, 
Ty, 1762. 


eep in a ſort of Deſpair, looking on as impoſ- - 


amples of he holy Servants of Gop, were like 
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THE INTRODUCTION. 


XEXN HE exceeding Riches of the Grace of 
T 8 Gop our * and the effectual 
% Working of his mighty Power, have in 
all: Ages ſhone moſt conſpicuouſly in the 

holy Lives and exemplary Converſation 


of his eminent Servants, the Excellent of tbe Earth, 
with whom are his peculiar Delights. 


And altho', ſtrictly ſpeaking, He only is wiſe and 
gad, nevertheleſs, there is a Senſe in which Goodneſ; 
s with Propriety aſcribed both to Angels and to 
en. This conſiſts in their Reſemblance of Him 
cho is the Source and Model of all Goodneſs, Ho- 
| and Perfection; as proceeding from His Ful- - 
eſs, whence Life and Bleſſed flow to every 
reature, whether in Heaven or in Earth. 


Of this Kind the Scriptures furniſh us with ſeveral 
xamples, Abraham, Ench, Noab, Daniel and Jil, 
deſide many others) are deſcribed, in the Old Teſta- 
ent, as Men walking before God, and perfect in 
err Generation. And the eleventh Chapter to the 


4 Tb Life and Death of 


Heber contains little elſe than an Account of anti- 
ent Worthies, Bincntly remarkable for their Faith, 
Sufferings, Patience, and glorious End; who con- 
fidering themſelves as Strangers and Pilgrims in this 
World, ſought a City which barb © Foundations, tobe/e 
Builder and whoſe Maker is God. And Gov, faith 
the Apoſtle, h4th provided ſome better Things for ur, that 
they witbout us ſhould not be made perfect. 


* 


Tur Time would fail to mention particularly the 
Names of all the eminently Faithful, who have lived, 
and adorned their Profeſſſon, ſince Life and Immor- 
tality have been brought to Light by the Goſpel. 
They are an ne . Company. It is enough for 
us to know, that if any one /oveth God, the jame i! 
known f Him, Their Names are written in the Lamb“ 

* Book of Life, and ſhall at laſt be numbered amengſt 

his Jewels 


When Names, and Sects, and Parties fall, 
And Thou, O Curisr, art all in all 


Awonc the Number of Perſons eminent for their 
| ſpiritual Uſefulneſs and perſonal Holineſs, which the 
preſent Generation has produced, he, a Part of whoſe 
Life is here related, may juſtly be conſidered as one; 
and his Example is one, which, in fome Reſpett 
may be ſaid to have its peculiar Excellencies. 


A circumſtantial Detail of ſuch Things as ofter 
find a Place in this kind of Writings, namely, Fr 
mily, Child-hood, Education, Stature, Complex10 be 
and a Variety of common Occurences, is judged, M I 
well tedious as fareign to the Deſign of the Work © it; 
which is to repreſent, principally what paſſed be 
tween Gop and his Soul in the Progreſs of his Co: © Go 
verſation and daily walking with Gov. | 


This is true glory and renown, when Go 
Looking on the earth, with approbatica marks 
The juſt man, and divulges him thro* heaven ' 
To all hj; angels, who with true applauſe : 


- Recount his praiſe, _ 


Paradiſe regain'd, 


— 


Nr. Taouas Walsn. 5 


Am yet neither is Intelligence of this Sort wholly 
omitted; he has left a few Particulars relative there- 
to, which will enable the Reader to form ſome Idea, 
as well of the former as latter Part of his Pilgri- 

Bur the Deſcent and Character of this Servant of 
Gon, chiefly regarded in this Account, are thoſe 
which were derived to him as a Son of faithful 4bra-. 
ham, one of thoſe Faithful of whom he is ſtiled be 
Father : yea, as an Heir of Gop, and joint Heir 
with Cur1sT of all the Bleſſings purchaſed with his 
moſt precious Blood. And now, | | 


By miniſterial Spirits convey'd, 
Lodg'd in the Garner of the Sky; 

He reſts in Abraham's Boſom laid, 
He lives with Gop no more to die! 


PRIVILEGES t eſe, which are common to all, Jud: 
3. and in reſpect of which there is no Difference, be- 


tween the Prince and the Beggare the Jew and the 


Greek, Barbarian and Scythian, Bond and Free : all 
may know, love, and be happy in the One Gon and 
Father of all, thro? the crucihed Fes us, who by the 
Grace of Gov. bath tafled Death for every Mar. 


H1s Prayer was, That this little Book (meaning 
what is here called the fr/f? Part, great Part of which ö 
be wrote himſelf) may be made a Bleſſing to all 
* who ſhall read it; that the Lox b Js us may make 
it a Means of kindling holy Deſire in their Souls, 
, — of ſtirring them up to the Praiſe and Love of 
a. mY 4 | 
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6 The Life and Death ef 


e eO NDAD 
PART the FIRST. 

ed us tn BEA . . 
Of his Birth and Education. 


PT*"HOMAS WALSH, was born in the 

Year of our_LorÞ $730, at a Place called 
Bally Linn, in the County, and within about ten 
Miles of the City of Limerick in Ireland. His Fa- 
ther, Edmond Waſh, was by Occupation a Carpenter, 
a Man of tolerable Education, and ſtrong natural 
Underftanding. His Mother's Name was Helena 
Nougham, born of reputable Parents. They were both 
5 embers of, and entirely begotted to the Churchof 

ome. 


<2 


Wx x about eight Vears old, he was put to School 
to learh Ig“ (his Mother Tongue was Iriſh.) Af- 
terwards he went to School to one of his Brothers 
(of whom he had ſeveral) by whom he was initiated 
into the Latin Tongue. Having acquired its Rudi- 
ments in ſome tolerable Degree, he went afterwards 
into the neighbouring County of Clare, with a Pe- 
fign to be put Prentiee, his Friends intending him 
to be of his Father's Trade. 


Bur Gov in his adorable Providence and unſearch- 
able Wiſdom had, as the Event ſhewed, other Pe- 
ſigns concerning him. Diſappointed therefore in 
this, he returned to School, and proceeded in his 
Per{u't of Learning; applying himſelf at preſent to 


the Tt 1dy of Latir,which he had but lately intermitted. 


ArTes he had made ſome conſiderable Progreſs in 
this, he applied himſelf to the Study of * 


— 


* * ſtanding, I am fully convinced that therein I greatly 
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of the Mathematicks, for which he — he had a 
better Genius than for Languages. He ſoon acquired 
the Knowledge of Arithmetic, both Vulgar and De- 
cimal, meaſuring Superficies. and Solids, &c. And 
afterwards went to the City of Limerick in order to 
perfect himſelf in Writing. 5 


AnD now having continued at School till about the 
nigeteenth Year of his Age, and having acquired 
ſuch Branches of Literature as fitted him for bein 
uſeful to others in the ſame Way : he quitted School: 
and ſet up one for himſelf, wanting neither Scholars 
nor Ability to inſtruct them, which he did with Suc- 
ceſs, during the Time he continued his School. 


— „— hd — 


CHAP II. 


Of his Religien, and the Struggle which he found 
© between Nature and Grace till the Sixteenth Year 
of his Age. | 


IIS Parents veg (as has been obſerved) Mem- 
bers of, and ſtrongly attached to the Church 
of Keme, brought him up in the ſame Principles and 
Communion, and took Care that his Mind ſhould be 
early furniſhed with the firſt and fundamental Parts 
of what they judged his Duty towards Gop. 


* Wren (ſays he) I was young I learned the Lord's 
Prayer, and Ave Maria, in Ir, together with 
the hundred and thirtieth Pſalm in Latin; with 
the Popiſh Augmentation thereto. And now I 
began to imbibe that uncharitable, anti- ſcriptural 
Opinion, that. all Diſſenters from the Church of 
© Rome were Hereticks, and in a State of Damnation. 
© But now, ſince the Lord hath enlightened my un- 


© erred, not knowing the Scriptures, neither the Power 
— , Pa Cop. 5 * 2 8 5 
| | 2. 
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I eannot but ſament the Caſe of thoſe Parents,. 

— who alas! not knowing —— do, endeavour: 
„ toinftill into the Minds of their Children ſuch per- 
* nicious' Principles: and I do earneſtly. intreat all 
Children, that as ſoon as they come to Years of 
* Diſcretion, and are capable thereof, to examine, 
and judge for themſelves. 


IT pleaſed our gracious Lord to work in his Heart 
very early, ſtriving by the Operations of the Holy 
Spirit to ſubject him to Himſelf. He made him to 
bear the Yoke in his Youth, . and by his Terrors re- 
ſtrained him from Exceſs, and the great Offence. 
Even while I was young and ignorant (ſays he) 
* Gop was ſtriving with me, and often terrified my 
Heart: 'eſpeciall whenever I thought of the Day 
of Judgment, and of Eternity! 

Ar thoſe Times eſpecially, I frequently repeated 
the Prayers I had learnt. But alas! to how little 
Purpoſe? While I prayed neither with the Spirit, 
* nor with Underſtanding. My Heart was hard and. 
ſtubborn, and my Underſtanding was blind and 


__ © fooliſh. I had no juſt Conception either of Goo, 


or of Religion. Nay, ſo great was my Ignor- 
* ance, that when I named our Saviour in Lib, I 
c, 9 the Name belonged to ſome Woman in 
Heaven.“ ä | 


WII Iwas thus fooliſh, and blind (-ven as a Beaſt 
© before Thee! ) my fallen Nature began powerfully- 
to diſcover itſelf. The Seed of the Serpent working 
in my Heart, broke forth in Words and in Deeds. 
Now Pride, Anger, and Self-will eſpecially, reigned 
_ © over me. Butalas! I then Hale knew that thoſe : 
*.accurſed Tempers proceeded from that Source of 
univerſal Diſorder, and all Human Miſeries, Original 
Lin.“ I believed that this had brought tempo- 


* St. Aufin, Bibop of Hippe in Africa, who Iived in the 
fourth Century, is ſaid, firſt to have given this Name to what the 
| oy 
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© ral Death into the World, and t Diſorder into 
© the whole State of outward Nature, the viſible 
Creation: But of its 1 the Soul to ſpiri- 
* tual, and expoſing it to eternal Death, I had no 
'* Apprehenſion, I had, it is true, Conviction when- 
ever I did amiſs; told a Lye, or fell into any o- 
ther outward Sin (which I could account for from 
Education, and natural Conſcience.) But the 
Spirit of God, and the holy Scriptures alone, 
* I now plainly ſee, could convince me that my 
* Tempers deſerved the Damnation of Hell. And 
© hitherto I was ignorant of both.“ 


© Wren T was about eight Years old, I began to 
love Play, and divers other youthful and filly Plea- 
© ſares, ſpending the Time I was out of School in 
* catching of Birds, playing at Ball, and the like. 
My Fondneſs for theſe: occaſioned my frequently 
breaking the Sabbath, which I uſually ſpent either 
in theſe vain Amuſements, or 1 5 
fane Hiſtory, or other unprofitable Book; and in- 
deed no one fo much as told me, that theſe kinds of 
© Employments were any Violation of the Lox 's 
Day: my Parents, like the reſt of their Neigh- 
© bours, eſteeming them innocent Diverſions, harm- 
* leſs Amuſements.” TP Las 1 


I did not then know that Tought not on this Day 
to do mine own Pleaſure, to ſpeak mine own Word, or 
think my own Thoughts; that I ought to ſpend 
© it wholly in glorifying God, by praying to Him, 
hearing his Word, and reading and meditating 

therein; calling the Sabbath a Delight, the Holy of the | 
Lord | 


Seripture ca'ls che old Man, which ix corrupt; the Sin which deve. 
letb in us; the carnal Mind tobicbh is enmity again Gon ; and 
dur Reformers, „ The Fault and Corruption of the Nature of 
every Man that naturally is ingendered of the Off;pring of Adam, 
whereby Man is very far gone from otiginal Righteouſneſs, and is 
of his own Nature inclined to Ex l.—and therefore in every Perſon 


born into this World, it deſerveth God's Wrath and Damnation,” | 


10 We Life and Death of 
© Lorp, Honourable.* O the Curſe of Ignorance and 
evil Example! How many Souls do theſe lead in- 
to the broad Way of Deftrution ! How happy 
© would it have been for my poor Soul, if I had 
* known and remembred my . in the Days of n 
* Youth! Had I been brought up in the Nurture and 
*  Hamonition of the Lox d; had I Freun the Scriptures 
* from my Cbila bd F How would it have contri- 
* buted to prevent my wrong Conceptions, and to 
(ante, at leaſt, in fome Meaſure, my whole 
onduct. * | 


Sk © & 4 


* From the Tenth to the Fourteenth Year of my 
Age, my Corruptions encreaſed, took deeper Root, 
| - * and 9 appeared in my whole Converſa- 
tion: and yet I was more regular and conſcienti- 
© ous in diſcharging my Duty towards God. (Sol 
Was taught to call a dull Form of Words, Part of 
* which only were addrefſed toGo, and the greateſt" 
Fart to Saints and Angels.) My Parents accord-- 
ing to Cuſtom. brought me at the uſual Times to 
| the Prieſt, 1 who examined me concerning the 
BY * Pater-Nafter, Ave-Miria, and Credo in Deum, with 
A ſome other Rites of the Church of Rome. But 
» © alas! to how little Purpoſe ? It made me neither 
8 © wiſer, nor better. Some Part it is true of what he 
taught me, was aceording to the Word of Go ; 
but the greater Part entirely repugnant thereto, . 
© and.to all Truth and Righteouſneſs. But I knew 
not then-how to diſtinguiſſi between the Truths of 
God, and the Traditions of Men, having had no 
Knowledge of the Law and the Teflimony, the only 
jinfallible Touchſtone of Doctrine and Practice. He 
might therefore have impoſed whatever he pleaſed 
upon me: and the rather, as I was taught to be- 
I lieve whatever he ſaid, and to conſider it as com 
ing from the Mouth of Gop: Indeed I could not 
t + $0 the Rem ib Clergy In general are cal'ed in Jreland, and fo 
A arr fr: 4 theſe of che ellablie „ ; 
* Iſai, Ivi i. 13. 5 Eccleſ. Ai, 1. Eph, vi, 4. 2 Tim. ii. 15, 
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help obſerving even then, that ſeveral of thoſe re- 
verend Gentlemen frequently erred in Practice. 

+ Tho? ſtill I thought they were infallible as to Doc- 

* trine.' - | Iris 


*< ArTEex'this Catechiſing, I became more Inquiſi- 
tive, and began to read ks of Devotion. Theſe 
* I found for the preſent had their Uſe. Whenever I 
read of the Paſſion of our Saviour; the Love of 
* Gop to Sinners; the Joys of Heavan, or the Mi- 
* ſeries of the Damned, my Heart became deeply 
affected; and much Deſire towards Gop enkindled 
in my Soul.” But alas! it ſoon died away again, 
becoming like the Morning Cloud, er the early Dew. 
The Inconſtancy and Corruption of his Heart, eaſily 
prevailing over thoſe divine, but. tranſient Impreſſi- 
ons, left him to his former Hardneſs. and Formality. 


* From the Fourteenth to the Sixteenth Year of 
my Age, I had more of the Form, tho? leſs of the 
Power of Godlineſs, than even before. I now at- 
tended the public Work (that is, went to Maſs) 
and every Night repeated my Prayers, which were 
indeed no better than vain Repetitions. But ſtill, 
Pride, Anger, Self-will, and Revenge more pow- 
erfully prevailed over me than ever: and I added 
to theſe my former prevailing Abominations, Lies 
and evil Words. Indeed I had an entire Averſion 
to Curing and Swearing in the groſs Senſe ; but 
abounded in petty Oathes (fo called) and bad 
* Wiſhes, Of this Sort there are Legions in the D 
* Language”; perhaps more, and more wickedly 
expreſſive than in any other Language in the known 
World. Being at play, I remember one Day, and 
* provoked by one of my Play-fellows, I ſwore 
Horror to think!) by the great and glorious Name 
© of JEHovan (to the beſt of my Remembrance 1 
never did ſo before, nor ever ſince) in that * 
+ The L'ves of many of the R;mi/b Clergy in Ireland are la- 
mevtab'y ſcandalous, | | "Jn 
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© I felt 1 had grievouſly ſinned againſt Gov, and 
* deſerved his Wrath and heavy Dilpleaſure.” 


To the reſt of my Evils I joined Diſobedience 
to my Parents. Indeed I dared not ſhew it out- 
« wardly, to my Father eſpecially, whom I ſo dread- 
ed as often to tremble for fear of him. But my 
Heart was hard and Stubborn.* One Inſtance of 
this he mentions which wrought him many a bitter 
Reflection afterwards ; for Years he hardly ever 
thought of it without being deeply affected with 
Shame and Sorrow. Having one Pa thro” his Stub- 
bornneſs greatly provoked his Mother, and given 
her a wicked and impertinent Anſwer, ſhe ſaid to 
him © You have grieved me.” It went like an Ar- 
row thro'ꝰ my Heart. I knew the Fifth Command- 
ment (the Fourth indeed I then called it according 
© to the Cuſtom of the Church of Rome) ſtrictly 
* forbids Diſobedience to Parents, and that to ho- 
* nour. them, is the ii Commandment with Pro- 
* miſe.+ Juſtly therefore was I condemned. But, O 
* Gop ! how little is it to be wondered at, that I 
did not rightly love, neither was obedient to my 
* earthly Parents, while I knew neither Love, nor 
*. Obedience towards Thee, my Father, who art in 
Heaven? Well do I know now (and praiſed be 
* thy Love for this Knowledge) that ſuch as are fro- 
ward towards Thee, will, while they remain ſo, 
never be truly a Comfort to their Parents. They 
may indeed, pay an outward Compliance, and a 
ſeemingly dutiful Subjection, as is often ſeen even 
among profeſſed Worldlings ; but —— 

n- 


® The ſecond Commandment wh'ch forbids the wo ſhip of 
Images, it has ſeemed good to that Miſtreſs of all Churches, 
0 ſhe ſtiles herſelf, c:mpare with the He ly GhoRt's Diſcription, The 

other of Har lets, and Abominations of 1he Earth, (Rev. 17.5.) © 
leave out of the Decalogue. Becauſe, no doubt, of its interfering 
with their too Idojatrous Regard to Images. But in order ts 
keep vp the Number Ten, they divide the haft into two Command- 


ments, This is what he refers to. - 


+ Eph, vi. 2, 
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di ſintereſtedly to love, honour and reverence our Pa- 
rents, can only be the Effect of Subjection in Heart and 
Life to the Father of Spirits, So univerſally true is 
it, That “ a Foe to God, was ne'er true Friend 
to Man,” | 


„Tuts Duty to Parents is the very Firmament 
and Band even of Common Wealths. He that ho- 
nours his Parents, will alſo-love his Brethren de- 
rived from the ſame Loins ; he will dearly account 
of all his Relatives, and Perſons of the ſame Cog- 
nation: and ſo Families are united, and of them 
Cities and Societies are framed. Then we honour 
our Parents, if with great Readineſs we miniſter to 
their Neceſſities, and communicate our Eſtate, and 
attend them in Sickneſs, and ſupply their Wants ; 
and as much as lies in us, give (ben Support, who gave 
1 Being.” 


ꝗꝶ—— AA 2 —_— 4.0 „* * 


CHAP Ht 
Giving a farther Account of him; the Corruptiaus 
he ſtruggled againft, and the Means be made 


oe of to ſubdue them, from the Sixteenth to the 
Erghteenth Year of his Age. 


OW, both his Sins and Conviclions daily en- 
encreaſed upon him. The Defire ot the 
Fleſh in particular raged in his Nature, and it 
wanted not its frequent and prevalent Encitements. 
Now likewiſe he began to aſſume the Man, and kept 
more Company than before, which not a little en- 
flamed his beſetting Sin. 'Temptations from with- 
out were multiplied, and there wanted not Oppor- 
tunities and Solicitations from the Devil and Na- 
ture to defile himſelf before the Lon p. But fil! 
the preventing Grace of Gop reſtrained him (Hie 
. &c<-hke) from ſinning againſt Him, in the aQpal 
Tranſgreſſion. This indeed, tho' it did not, could 
5 B | nt 
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not, exempt him from Guilt, Fear and Shame, con- 
ſidering the Purity of the Goſpel Law, nevertheleſs 
became juſtly Matter of his Thankſgiving to Gov. 
© I do (ſays he) praiſe Gop unfeignedly, for with 
holding me from my own actual Wickedneſs, and 
« preventing my leading others into the curſed and 
© deteſtable Abomination. But I abhor and condemn 
« myſelf for the Concupiſcence and Wickedneſs af 
* my Heart, which (with. Grief and Horror Gop 
* knoweth I ſpeak it!) diſcovered itſelf in other Re- 
ſpects, ſuch as it is a Shame even to mention. Of 
this no human Eye could be a Witneſs.“ But Gop, 
(O thou Fountain of immaculate Purity!) his holy 
Angels, and his own Conſcience were more than 
ten thouſand Witneſſes againſt him, LES 


Ap now, at- Length, his Life became a Burden to 
him, almoſt inſupportable. His true Character at 
this Time was, O goretched Man that I am] how, tho 

. ſpall deliver me ! He felt “ indwelling Sin, indwel- 
ling Hell,” and breathed in many a, Groan, 


O what is Life without my Gop 
A Burden more than I can bear. 

1 ſtruggle to throw off my Load, 
Me from myſelf I ftrive to tear! 


* Tar Spirit of Gop (ſays he) deeply wounded 
me. The Arrows of the Almighty ſtuck faſt in me, 
and my very Bones trembled becauſe of my Sin. 
I was perſuaded in my Heart that this Commotion 
was Conviction for my Sin; but had little Con- 
ception that the Hol v SIX IT was the chief Agent 
in the Work : for alas! ſo great was my Ignor- 
ance that I did not know there was any Holy Ghoſt 
for ne to receive.“ 


LY A * * KR - - 


| Wurz Iwas thus in the midſt of my Extremity, 
« ] ronffSed to the Prieſt according to the Cuſtom of 
the Church of Ramme. He adviſed me to ſay many 


Prayers (as be termsd counting my Beads) bu 
a nd famine: a 


* 


* > 
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alaſs.! this did not do: and indeed how ſhould it? 
I was brought into Captivity through the Power 
of Sin which reigned in my Members. And even my 
multiplied Prayers could be little elſe than an A- 
bomination to the Lox D, while neither the Form, 
nor the Matter of them was according to the Will 
of Gon. Many of them being little elſe than vain 
Repetitions, and empty Babblings to Phyſicians 
of no Value, in this Reſpect; which therefore left 
me under the Power of Sin and Death. 


Sa 6G STS ef er 2 


InDEED how elſe ſhould it be? while He was yet 
nnthought of; at leaſt unapplied to, who alone 
could help him; even Jzsus, whoſe Name is Sal- 
vation: and beſide which, in Heaven or in Earth, 
there is none other, by which a Sinner can be ſaved. 
He it is that invites, and He only can, and doth, give 
the weary and the heavy laden, to find Reſt to their 
Souls, and who at length did “ allay his Feryer of 
Deſire, by ſprinkling him with Blood.” 


Hearinc the Prieſt preach one Lord's Day, ani 
declaim vehemently againit a variety of grols Sins, 
the Diſcourſe, tho? (as his Words are) mixed with 

many Falſities,* ſo deeply affected him, that in the 
Anguiſh of his Spirit, he reſolved never more to re- 
turn to Houfe or Home, till Gov ſrould ſhew him 
Mercy.“ This precipitate and unadviſed Reſolu- 


tion 


* One may obſerve here, That when the Spirit of Gobp ef- 
fectually convinceth of Sin, the Diſtinction between a great and a 
little Sinner, has with Regard to the Pzrſon's ſelf, no Exiſtence, 
Hz had been gui'ty of nothing ſo nutoriouſly bad as to occaſion 
all this Trouble: Nor had he then any Knowledge of thoſe ber- 
ſons who are ſiid to trouble People with unneceſſary ſcruples a- 
bought their Salvation. No; but his Fig-Leaves were caſt aſide, 
The Fountain of his fallen and corrupt Nature was diſcovered, 
He was not born again! Coaſcious therefore of this, he could not 
but be unhappy fer the preſeat, True it is ia ſuch a Caſe, that - 


Sorrow and Wretchedneſs and Pain 
Are all that here on Earth we ſee 
| Raſtkſs 
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tion was however of ſhort Continuance. In Fact, 
the Commotion and diſordered State of his Soul, ill 
admitted of any Thing uniformly ſteady, whether 
right or wrong, either in Purpoſe or in Practice: 
it therefore ſoon vaniſhed away, and he again ſought 
by various Ways to procure ſome Alleviation of his 
Diſtreſs. | 


I ftrove (ſays he) to divert myſelf in the beſt 
Manner I could, ſeeking Reſt and Peace in the 
© miſerable Comforts of this World. But my Con- 
'© ſcience was ſtill reſtleſs, and a Hell opened in m 
© Breaſt, Not knowing what to do, nor whic 
Way to turn for Reſt, I at length attempted to 
a 1 the Clamours of my troubled Mind, by 
ſolemnly reſolving how ſoberly, righteouſly, and 
Godly I would live the Reſidue of my Life. Full 
of theſe good Purpoſes, and ſtrengthened as I 
thought by Vows and Promiſes, I hoped all would 
be well ; having all this While no Idea of the 
Satisfaction by CHRIST, and the All-ſufficiency 
of his Merits : and therefore, reſolving only in 
« my own Strength, my Reſolutions proved as bro- 
© ken Cifterns, which could hold no Comfort; and 
as broken Reeds, which afforded no Strength l' 


<0 0-2 


STRUGGLING on ftill in the Dark, he added Faſt- 
ing to his Prayers and Reſolutions.“ But all this 
| | did 
Reſtleſs we pant for Eaſe in vain, 

In vain—till eaſe we find in THEE ! 

Nor is there in this lo Creation 

What can Man's Wretchedneſs remove, 

All is Miſery and Vexation, 

Ayguiſh all-—but Jeſus Love! 


It is by no Means intended to infinuate, as tho* theſe 
were light and infignificant Things. Far from it: They are, in 
their proper Place, and rightly uſed acceptable to GoD, and pro- 
fitable to Men, And whoever defigns to-know 1heLogkv, ſhould g 
znd do in like Manner, They are Fruits meet for Repentanct. 
But the Miſſake is, the puttiog theſe and the Means of Grace in 
 £n:ral, in the Place of that Blood, and thoſe Stripes by wow 
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did not do. He ſtill found himſelf bound as in 
Afiction and Iron, He remained in ſore Bondage, 
doing the Evil he would not, and not doing the 
Good, which he would have done, (Rom. 7.) His 
Convictions became ſtill ſharper, and his Fear of 
Hell more deeply diſtrefſing. Endeavouring there- 
fore by ſome Means or other to procure Reſt for his 
Soul, he had Recourſe to his former Shifts, and 
ſays, © I repeated my Reſolutions and Vows againſt 
Sin; but eſpecially whenever I fell into any out- 
ward Wickedneſs; and above all, the Sin that did 
* ſo eaſily beſet ms, Then I was as on the Rack, and 
« thro* Extremity of Anguiſh, have frequently ſtruck 
* myſelf againſt the Ground, tearing the Hairs from 
« off my Head.” 


His Light began now to increaſe with his pain- 
ful Feeling. About this Time (ſays he) by read- 
ing, and the Help of the Holy Spirit, I began to 
* have ſtill clearer Notions concerning the Nature 
and Conſequences of Sin, and particularly of thoſe 
which by the Church of Rome are termed mortal 
| 


B3 | Turs' 


atone a Sinter can be healed, A making any thing Matter of the 
Souls Dependence, ſave Jesus and bim crucified, 


Fruitleſs till he himſelf impart 
Muſt all our Ffirts prove, 
They cannot chang? a ſinful Heart, 
I bey cannot purchaſe Love. 
I truſt in Him who ſtands between 
The Father's Wrath and me, 
Jzsvs, thou great eternal Mean, 
I look for all trom Thee! 


The Diſſiaction between Mortal and Frnial Sins fo ſamous 
amongſt the Romaniffs, may on this Occafion be obſerved to 
be vain, For although there can be no Doubt but ſome Sins 
are of a more heinous Nature, and jncur more aggravated Gu:le 
than others : yet a// Sin is properly Mortal, That is, renders the 
"C2Tmitters of it liable to eternal Death, According to the Words 

4 of 
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Tuts encreaſe of Knowledge did not however 
mend, much leſs heal his Heart. No, | 


The ſudden Ray of heavenly Light, 
Which dimly dawn'd upon his Night, 
But made his Darkneſs viſible, 
And left him to a deeper Hell. 


And even in this Reſpect he found it true, That ve 
| that encreafeth Knowledge encreaſeth Sorrow ; a Propo- 
fition which is univerſally true, with reſpect to all 
the Purſuits of the Soul after Happineſs : the Know- 
ledge of Jzsus CurisT, and Him crucified, alone 
excepted. Struggling therefore in his Chains, he 
reſolved upon other Meaſures. And finding that his 
Prayers, Tears, Reſolutions, arid Vows did not a- 
vail, he deviſed another Expedient, and came to 


this Determination, Solemnly to ſwear to the Lox D, 


_  magining that then it would not be poſſible that he 


Mould break with him afterwards, as had been the 


Caſe with all his former Efforts. 
AccorpincLy he bound himſelf by an Oath, 


= | That for the Time to come he would abſtain from, 
and utterly renounce all thoſe Sins he then accuſed _ 


himſelf of, and which had hitherto wrought him ſo 
much Uneafineſs. This Procedure begot in him for 
the preſent, rather ſome Ceſſation from Torment, 
than procured his true Peace, and left him for a 
While in deep Security. But alas ! it was not long 
ere he found this Band likewiſe, was altogether 
weak, even as the Staff of a broken. Reed ; nor bet- 
ter than Tow before the Flame. He fell into one 


i 3 of thoſe very Sins, againſt the Commiſſion of which 


he had ſo ſacredly bound himſelf; involving by this 
1 | | Means 


of the Holy Ghoſt by the Prophet The Soul that Suretb——fia- 
neth without Reſtriction or Diſtir ion, that lives in 


of that Lawv, The Tranſgreſſion of which is Sin, /Þ 
an Azoſt'e, He that committeth Sin 18 of the Devil. And be that 
effendeth in cue Point, is guilty of all, * 


- 


Violation - 
WR And 


. 
" abs, © 
Cp , 


F 
0 
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Means his enlightened Conſcience in the additional 
Guilt of (what he called) Perjury, and thus ren- 


dered his Anxiety and Embaraſſment great beyond 
Deſcription. 


Wuo can conceive what his weary Spirit now ex- 
perienced ! His Wretchedneſs and Confuſion ex- 
ceeded all the Power of Words to expreſs, 


Deſp'rate Soul, what muſt I do! 
Damn'd I am while here I breathe : 
Who ſhall ncw deliver > who 
Can redeem me from this Death ? 


Plague and Curſe I now inherit, 
ears and Wars, and Storms, within, 
Pain, and Agony of Spirit, 
Sin chaſtiſing me for Sin. 


Weeping, Woe and Lamentation, 
Vain Deſire, and fruitleſs Prayer ; 
Guilt, and Shame, and Condemnation, 
Doubt, Diſtraction, and Deſpair ! 


Vea, he gave up all Hope; and in ſhort became 
well nigh deſperate. He knew not whether to be- 
take himſelf, or what ſhould be his next Step ; rea- 
ſoning thus with himſelf in the Bitterneſs of his Soul, 
* Since I have perjured myſelf in one Inſtance, I 
* may as well commit all my old Sins over again, 
Kc. Thus (adds he) I was driven by the Devil, 

* allured by Sin and Corruption, and deceived b 
* my own evil Heart,” | 
ABovT this Time likewiſe, it pleaſed our Loxy 
to viſit him with a Fit of Illneſs, in, and by which 
his Fears and Miſery were conſiderably encreaſed. 
He often bewailed himſelf in the uttermoſt Anguiſh 
of Spirit, with Weeping and Lamentation,  breath- 
ing out his Soul in Moans. O the Guilt of Sin! 
* when charged home upon the Conſcience by the 
| | « Spirit 


— 
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* Spirit of Gov, what an intolerab!e Loa! ! 4 
© wunnaded Spirit who can bear “ 
3 


Trvs, being ignorant of Goy's Righteouſneſ* ; the 
Way of becoming righteous, or juſtified, which He 
hath appointed, he went avout to e/?cb/ifo, at leaſt did 
not know to be juſtified, otherwiſe than by his ov» 

| Kighteo:;ſneſs, or Works (poor filthy Rags, Ifa. Ixiv. 6. 
expecting to be juſtified 4y % Works of the Law, and 
not by the Faith f Jesus CRRIST, the  Righteonuſnc); 
coHich is of Go; appointed and approved by Him, 
thro" Faith, without the Deeds of the Law. Litt'e knowing 
That to bim that worketh not, but believeth in Him that 
juſtifieth the Ungodly, his Faith is counted to bim er 
Righteouſneſs : even as David (who lived fo long ago, 
to ſhew that it is not a novel Doctrine) */cribeth th 
Bl-feaneſs of the Man to whom Gon imputeth Righteos - 
neſs without Works, ſaying, Bleſſed are they ꝛuligſe Ii. 
quities are forgiven, and whoſe Sins are cwered,. Blase 
is the Man ta whom the Lok bill nit impute Sin.“ 


He became evear.ed in the Myltitude of his Cause 
and ſeeking not in Gop's Way it fared with hin 
accordingly. For till, altho' he ſought for Ret; 
he found it not, becauſe he ſought it not aright. 
Thefe were indeed the Days of his invincible Igno- 
rance, at which therefore the Gop of Love graci- 
oufly winked. He Ane not, becauſe as yet he had 
no one to teach him. How (as he ſays) could I] Cv 
* otherwiſe ? I had not the Bible to inſtrat me; / 
for I never had read it, except a little at School, co! 
* when I was about eleven Years old.“ Woe to ra 
* you (he adds) ye blind Guides (meaning che - flu 
mib Clergy) ye have taken away the Key of Know-Mlth 
* ledge, that is, the Word of Gop from the P«o- N er 
ple. It is this which unfolds the hidden Treaſures ¶ hi 
* of his Will, and free Grace towards Mankind. 
While therefore I remained ignorant of this, no 
Wonder that I went on in Error, and fought « 
one that beateth the Air. AY 

' Bur 


See Rom, x. 3. and yi, 20—26 and iv. 5, 6, 7. 
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Bur now the true Teacher began more power- 

ly to manifeſt Himſelf to him, altho' as yet he 

ew Him not. The Spirit of Truth proceeding from the 

ther and the Son, wrought in him daily, a ſtill 
per Solicitude about the yuuy Buſineſs of his Sal- 

tion. Among others of his Reflections and Pur- 
ts in Reference thereto, he began to think more 
iouſly than ever, of the Doctrine of the Church of 
me, and of his own Connexions with her; re- 
lving that whatever might be the Conſequence, he 
ould, both do, and avoid, whatever appeared to 
m, may in any Meaſure contribute to the true 
ife of his Soul, Thus, hiherto, 


Drawn by a ſecret Power he flew, 


2%, Nor ſtay'd to prop the Papal Throne, 

the The Truth determin'd to purſue, . 
02 And panting for a Gop unknown; 

Ir. By Works of legal Righteouſneſs, 

Jed He blindly ſought the Grace t' obtain, 


But could not find the Paths of Peace, 
But labour'd thro? the Fire in vain,” 


„ i 


— — tt. 


CH AP. IV. 
Of his Ferſaking the Church of Rome. 


Variety of Incidents contributed to this Part 
A of his Conduct. He was firſt made deeply 
concerned about the weighty Affair of his own Sal- 
vation ; and then began to think ſeriouſly of the In- 
fluence which his religious Connexions might have 


— 


ever he at any Time either read, or had ſpoken to 
him on this Head. 


Tua r which outwardly contributed moſt thereto 
was the Inſtance of his Brother, of whom he had 
learned Latin. A Man (to uſe his own Words). of 

EY 6 to» 


thereon, which prepared him for attending to what- 


U 


* 


* 
1 
—— — —— — Dx —— 2 
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* tolerable Learning, and deſigned for a Pop 
* Prieſt, But ſeeing many Errors among them, 
* renounced Popery.” | 


ABovur the Eighteenth Year of his Age, while 
was a ſtrict Obſerver of the Rights of the Rom 
Church, this Brother (whoſe relinquiſhing it 
ſome Years before) began frequently to difcou 
with him concerning the Principles of the Remaril 
But I ſtrenuouſly (ſays he) tho* ignorantly wit 
* flood him; alledging in my Defence the Tias 
tions and Canons of the Church, while he, on! 
* contrary, appealed to-the Law, and to the Teſti un 
He often ſaid to me, My Brother, why do 
not read Gop's Word? Lay aſide Prejudice, a 
* let us reaſon together.” | 


To the ſame Purpoſe ſpake another Perſon i 
the Neighbourhood, one Mr. Philip Geyer, a Pn 
* teſtant, and well verſed- in Controverſy. ** ) 
* Walſh, you are a ſober young Man (ſo indeed 
* was generally thought to be, tho* Gop know: Will © 
« was drunk with Enmity againſt Him) and A 
Pity it is that you do not read the Holy Scr! 
* tures ? Why will you ſuffer yourſelf to be decei V 
by the Pope and his Fraternity ? 


Reasonincs of this Kind, which were occafional) 
made Uſe of with him from Time to Time, toge 
ther with hearing the Scriptures frequently read! 
his Brother's School, ut him at length upon a d 
ligent Confideration of both Sides of the Queſtion 
But as it generally happens in like Caſes, an Attach 
ment to old Sentiments, the Prejudices of Education 
Shame, or Fear of Man, with a Variety of other 
- Conſiderations, kept him for ſome Time tn {tron 
Suſpenſe, His Breaſt was moved with contrary, ane 
therefore conflicting Paſſions. He revolved in le 
Mind, and rejected many a Thought on the Head e 
and again reſumed. and embraced them. Thus halt 
ing between troo Opinions, he complains of the Cor 

8 | © Tuplivh 
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em, 


ption of his Heart and Prejudice of his Educa- 
ion, which were as Smoke upon his Soul, ſo dim- 
ning his Underſtanding that he could ſee nothing 
learly. | * 

hile 
Nom 
it 
(cou 
nan} 
Wil 


* I had (continues he) a Cuſtom of repeating fre- 
uently as I walked by the Way, ſome Prayers, or 
Articles of Faith which I had learned in my Child- 
ood. And walking one Day in Sep. 1748, ina 
pleaſant Field, I was ruminating deeply on what 


Tray Opponents urged againſt the Doctrine of the 
on Church of Rome. I ſaid in my Heart — Perhaps 
71118. is not right. Peradventure I have been im- 
lo 1oſed upon. But then how ſhall I know? How 


an I be certainly aſſured whether the Prieſt has 
ed me in the right Way? and to this Effect. 
Immediately it occurred to my Mind, that on Gon 
alone, I could ſafely venture my Salvation, and 


« \ſWCounſel, if I aſked Wiſdom of Him.“ 


ow: Tur I cried unto the Loxy Gov, and ſaid — 
Wal Things are known to Thee, and Thou ſeeſt that 
cri want to worſhip Thee aright. Shew me the 
cr Way wherein I ought to go, ner ſuffer me to be 
deceived by Men.* 


Tux Loxp who apprehended, and inſtructed 82, 
hen he enquired of Him in Aſtoniſnment, at 
lt thou have me ts dy ? * attended to, and anſwered 
Prayer; which he did not ceaſe then, to pour 
at before Him. Toe Father of Lights, and the Giver 
f Wiſdom to all that aſk it, did, according to the # 
orable Methods of His Working, inſtruct and de- 
rmine his Choice in this Particular. | 


To this Time and Occafion may be referred what 
e has more than once told me, determined him with 
eſpect to the Popiſh Doctrine of Merit, and had 

33 much 
* Acts it, 


that without doubt, He would lead me by His, 
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much Influence on his entirely renouncing the Co 
munion of that Church: namely, the deep ! 
preſſion on his Mind of thoſe Words of St. Pau/, 
* came by the Law, then ChRISTH is deal 
v4in, This Paſſage he aſſured me he had not reme 
bered ever to have read, or heard; and that aft: 
wards, when he met with it (Ga/, ii. 21.) it was 
him like Life from the Dead. Truly, O Gov, 1 
Word is a Light, and by taking heed thereto, ti 
Young Man's Way was cleanſed, 


Soo after this, he reſolved to ſtand no longer 
deſponding Heſitation, halting between two Op 
nions. Therefore, (ſays he) oing to my Broti 
and the other Perſons who ied to converſe vi 
me on this Head, and providentially meeting t 
two principal Ones together, I determined no 
once for all, either to convince, or be convinc 
by them; for I had an unfeigned Deſire to {: 
my Soul. | 


—_ ES mW ET 


_© ProposING therefore my Deſign, they defi 
me to bring a Bible, and with it Ne//ou*s Fei) 
and Fafts of the Church of Englund. According 
we began reading, and converſing, and continu 
together till Midnight.” The Reſult of wh 
was, he now determined no longer to reſiſt Co 
viction. I was (ſays he) conſtrained to give Pla 
to the Light of Truth. It was ſo convincing i 
* I had nothing more to ſay, I was judged vf 4 
and at length confeſſed the Weakneſs of my form 
* Reaſonings, and of the Strength of thoſe whi 
were oppoſed to me! 


* A + = 


© ABouT One o' Clock in the Morning I retired! 
* my Lodging, and according to my uſual Cuſt 
* went to Prayer; but now, only to the Gov! 
Heaven, I no more prayed to any Angel or 9 
* rit, For I am deeply perſuaded that there i, 


* One Gop, and one Mediator between GoD L 
4 


Mr. Thomas Wars. 2 
« Man, even the Man Chrift Peſus. Therefore I re- 
ſolved no longer to ſuffer Man to beguile me 
in à voluntary Humility, in worthiping either 
Saints or Angels.“ Theſe latter I eonfidered as 
they are repreſented, Min 2 Op Spirits ſent forth to 
* minifler for them who ſhall irs of Sahoation$ 
But with regard to any Worſhip being paid to 
* them, one of themſelves ſaid, See Thou 4% er, wor 
* ſip Gov. |. Gop only. | 


© ALL my Sophiſms on this Head u were © entcely 2 
c yerthrown by a fe Hours candid readin 
'© Scriptures, which now became ee a morſe n 
© my Fett, and a Lamp to my Paths, een ry 
© the Way wherein I ſhould go. I could ſee S 
Manner of Authority either in the Old Teſtament 
© or the Ney for invocating any Saint, or Apoſtle 
© whatſoever. Gov; the Triune Goo, is, alone, the 
roper Object of Prayer, and of all divine Wor- 
6 Hp. He is likewiſe 4 jealuus Gor (Exod. XX, 5 b 
n will not give His Glory to another, 


be Say then ye Worms of Earth to whom | 47 * 
Will ye your glorious Gop N. opal 
| Vain thro? all His Works ye roam 

To find JzHovan's Likeneſs Wn. 


. Thevile1dolater belles 
His Image with a golden Shrine, 


To counterfeit the Gopnz ap tries, 


And Stocks and Stones beconie dixine., 21 


Nothing the Creature adds to Him, 
From whom their borrow d 2 2054 
Who Self- ſufficient, and Su n 
Exiſts, he One Exernal.- 165 0) Sum 4234 
He, bi e pny Weight, 1 
| 7 — 2 Warte dickains; er Patty 
* Power and Knowledge Infinite, "OF 
Tze ſelf-directed Spirit reigns !“ 
Ge | 


| 
' 
U 
| 


Be 
ae 5 Heb, i, 14. 8 
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Before his. glorious Majeſty the Hoſts of Heaven, 
Angels and Authorities, Priucipalities and Powers, Thrones 
ana Dominions, yailing their Faces, fall down in lowly 
Proſtrations, while they adore Him (whom all ſhould 
.adore !) that ſitteth upon the Throne, and the Lamb, 
that liveth for ever and ever. FO BEET 


Nor many Days after, he fell into Diſcourſe with 
his Father on the Head, and informed him, that he 
was minded to forſake the Church of Rome, being 
clearly convinced ſhe was not that infallible, or pure 
Church he once eſteemed her, but rather (to 
* uſe his Words) an Harlot, who had committed 
« ſpiritual and vile Adultery. My Father (adds he) 
was ſtrongly provoked, and uced his ſtrong 
'© Reaſons to overthrow all I had faid. I dared not 
but liſten to him, which I did with much Atten- 
tion. But the more he argued; the more was I con- 
* firmed in my former Reſolution.” : 


Brix now fully ſatisfied, and deliberately, de- 
termined, he reſolved to omit no becoming Method 
of teſtifying the ſame. ., And accordingly (having no 
temporal. Intereſt to ferve „as may be unde- 
niably plain to every one) he, wichout farther Delay, 
publickly and in Form, renounced his former Commu- 
nion; abjured the Errors of the Church of Rome, 


\ 


£ * , * y > 7 ” 
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and thence forward 
the Church of E 


15 
= 


Religion.“ (Erivtndat 
The Rev. 
ied himſelf with great 


appointed Publick Meetin 


to my Remembrance a Paſſage not quite 
the Occation, in 4* A ſhort Hiſtory 
been made to convertthe P 
London 


Miſs was ended ; and before the Congregation was diſperſed. He t 
eat our Prayers and preached to them in 546 la the open Al 
12 n 1 73S | S + 3 


ularly attended the Service of 


| Hz was preatly delighted with the Prayers.* (As 


— 
eſtabliſhed 


172230 ES 
Rados in the Dioceſe of Clgber, » - 
and Induſtry to the Converſion of the 


of the Atte 
pi Natives of Ireland to 


1 intheYear 1702. Underſtinding the Language thoroughly, he 


gs and contri ved to be with them juſt when 
. He then 
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was, St. Auſtin at his firſt Attendance, with the Ser- 


ly vice of the Church in general. Ce, Book 9. ch. 
Id 6. His Heart melted with divine Sweetneſs, and his- 
b, Eyes flowed down with Tears of Love.) A certain 

Providence ſeemed to direct the very Matter of the 

firſt Sermon which he heard there. The ſirſt Text 
th * (ſays he) I heard preached on at Church, was He 
1e that believeth and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved: but le 
g * that believetb not, ſhall be damned, (Mark xvi. 16.) 
re 


* Yer, alas! how little did I know of believing ? 
being taught, and accuſtomed to call by the Name 
of Faith, the peculiar Principles of the Church of 
* Rome, But {hoes now learned a better Leſſon, 

and know that righth to believe, is one of the 
+ greateſt Things in the World. P AY 


And now that I have left the Church of 

* Rome, I nevertheleſs declare (fach was his In- 

, 88 I think there are many flncere 

* Souls among them. For I bear them Witneſs, that- 

they have a Zeal for Gop, tho” not according to 

_ © Knowledge. Many of them have Juſtice, Mercy, 
and Truth; and may (notwithſtanding-many Er- 

© rors in Sentiment, and therefore in Practice, thro” 
* invincible Ignorance) ſince, as is Gop's Majeſty, | 


f * ſo is His Mercy, be dealt with accordingly. 
Tux have been doubtleſs, and ſtill are amongft 

8 them, ſome burning and ſhining Lights; Perſons who - 

1 (whatever their particular Sentiments and Attach- 


ments may be) are devoted to the Service of Jesus | 
0 \ Cartsr, according as their Light and Opportuni- 
7e ties admit. And in reality, whatever Opinions People 
d TE OTE may 
C Upon one of theſe Oceaſians, the Prieſt being much troubled at 
Pe ſeeing his * attending with ſo moch Pleaſure and De- 
n m 
a 


votion, told with a loud Voice. That our Church had 
flolen thoſe Prayers from the Church of Rome. To which a 


ave old Native anſwered, « That truly if it was ſo, they had 


a e Life and Death of 
mazphald, are maſt approved of Gov, whoſe. 
'T'empers =} Hehaviour — — moſt with the 
Motel of His holy Word. This however, can be 
nv; Jutification, of general and publick unſcriptural 
Teneta, ſuch, as has, been often proved, are many of 
thole ef che church af Rome. 


Ir may be aſked then, Why Aid 1 I leave their 

* Commpnion,. fince I thought ſo favourably of 

* them :” I anſwer, Becauſe I was abundantly con- 

« vinced; that-as.a.Charch,, they have erred from the 

night Wa, and adulterated the Truths of God with 

the Inventions and Traditions of Men; which the 

Sexiptures, and even celebrated Writers of them 

* ſelves abundantly teſtify. Gop is my Witneſs 

$M herein, that the ſole Motive which induced me to- 
© leave them, was an unfeigned Defire to know the 
34 of God more perfectly, in order to. the Sal- 

; ; of my Soul, For altho? IJ chen felt, and do 
et feel my Heart to be as the Prophet ſpeaks, 
= Ze, and deſperately. wicked. with regard to 
Gp; yet I was. fincere in my Reformation, 
having from the Holy Spirit an earneſt Deſire to 


are un Sent and propage ' to meet my Go. 


Ix it mould be ſtill * 18 „But could I not be c 
« ſaved, ſuppoſing. I had never left the Church of ] 
* Rome?” Þ — 28 If I had never known the Truth 
Jof the Seriptures concerning the Way of Salvation, 
nor been convinced that their Principles were anti- 
thy ſcriptural, then I think I might poſſibly have been 
« ſaved in} her, Communion, the. merciful Gop ma- 
© king. Allowance for my invincible Ignorance. But 
dn the other Hand, I freely profeſs that now, 
ſince Gop hath enlightened my Mind, and given 
© me to ſee the Truth as it is in Jesvs, If I had ſtill 
| © continued: a Member of the Church of Rome, = | 
15 could not have been fayed: | | 


999 4% 


irn regard to others, I ſay . I know + 
:it' every Man mu/t bear tis: gon Ruder, 3 


— 
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* Arcount of bimſelf to Gon. To their own Maſter, 
* hoth they and I muſt ſtand or fall for ever. Bur 
* Love however, and tender Compaſſion for their 


* Soals, conſtrain me to out & Prayer to Goo 
© in their Behalf. 1 N 


Art Souls are Thine, O Lon o 8 
Thou willeſt % to come to the Knowl of 
0 2 a be ſaved. For as; op — 4 
© di ve thy only begotten Son, that w. 
© ever believerh, f in Him, might not periſh, but 
* haveeverlaſting Life. I beleech Thee therefore, 
O eternal God,  ſhew thy tender Mercies/ upon 
© thoſe poor Souls who have been long deluded by 
* the God of this World, the Pope, and his Chergy. Jz- - 
sus, Thou lover of Souls, and Friend of Sinners,  - 

* ſend to them thy Light, and thy Truth, that they . 

may lead them. O let thy Bowels * over _—_ 

© and call thoſe ſtraying Sheep, now paring for 

Lack of Knowledge, to the Li ght of thy 
which is able to make them * to Salvation, thro? , ; 

Faith which is in Thee!“ a 


Tais Prayer was anſwered in Part, in himſelf, by 
whom, not long after, Gop was pleaſed truly to 
convert ſeveral of that F 6 * 
W | 


* — — — _—_— 


CHAP. v. 


Seme further Mount of his Fur in the Way 
of Life, with other Reaſons of his Conduct in 
regard of the Church of Rome. | ; 


Ta Affair of his entirely ene all fur- 


ther Communion with the Romiſh Church, 

formally declaring himſelf a Member of the 
Church of Exland, being now over, he ſet himſelf 
- S274 with much I che holy Scriptures, 
C3 to- 


E 3 * 11 


/ 
. » * 
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together with the Writings of fome of the moſt ei- 
nent of our Proteſtant: Divines. And hereby he re- 
ceived further Light Day, being more and more 
fully perſuaded that his & was right, and con- 
ducive to his true Happineſs. ? 3 


| BY this Means he began likewiſe to fee into the 
Nature of the Goſpel, ' and the one; only, true Way 
which it points out to Life and Bleffedneſs, Grace 
and Glory. Now (ſays he) — to diſcern clearly 
« tht it is . Be of CHN 147 alone which cleanſetb 
« fron Sin, and that % one Offering of Himfelf once 
6 Apo Hs hath” perfeRed for ever them that art ſunt- 
| Afet2®' perfebiy accompliſhed, without 
Need of other Helps or Repetitions of the ſame, all 
| that was neceſſary in order to the Juſtification, Sanc- 
tification,” and Gloriffeation of all Behevers, 


6 ] HRewiſc became now: more clearly ſenſible of 
138 the Errdrs- w Rick 1 formerly held. As 1, Think - 
ing that my own Wofks could merit ſomething 
from Go. adly, Vainly imagining that there 1s 

© a Place for the Purgation of Sin after Death. 

Wheat any Time therefore I was afked' now, 

Wh. hat left the Church of Rome? I could 
awer upon goed and ſolid Grounds. Becauſe J 

am well aſſurèd that the Doctrines of Merit (to 
| © ſpeak of no more) and Works of Supererogation, 

Y bott to Rrafom and Scrtpture, ——— Go! 

To Reaſon; it being abſurd to ſuppoſe that a Crea- as t 
ture, receiving. Life, and Breath, and all Things But 

from its Creator, ſhould be able to love, adore, ter 1 

« and'\obey Him, more than is required. of him a3 Lak 

is ſintliſpenfablé Duty, to the Rroprietor of the and 
Vniverſe.— To Seripture; being. flatly contrary twee 
to the Words of CaRISsT, When ye ſhall have done 

« tl: tbofe Things whith are commanded you, ſay, that is, 
* take Knowledge, we are unprofitable Servants, t 


| Buer; If the Bund of Cantsr,.the Merit ob all 

. 4, He hath done and ſuffered, cleanſethh from ph ＋ 
0 8 What 
„ Heb z. 14. 1 Luke xvwü, 10. I John i. 7. 


* 
. — 
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what imaginable Need can there be of the Fire of 
«- Purgatory ? Surely where 40 l Sin · is cleanſed, or 
« taken away, there can be none remaining.“ Alas, 
or thoſe who truſt for Safety to ſuch a Staff of a bro- 
en Reed ! Deferring the preſent Opportunties and 
Means of Deliverance from Sin and Death, under 
he Pretence of ſome future Means of Purgation from 
in in the inviſible World!. The Buſineſs of Salva» 
ion is a vote Affair, (2 Cor. vi. 2.) It is in this Life 
it muſt be wrought out, or never. We ate aceount- 
able, and rewardable only for the Deeds done in the 
Body. The Soul that is holy, leaving the Body, will 
remain fo for ever: as on the contrary, whoſd leaves - 
this World, in an unholy State, muſt be unalterably 
ſo, and therefore miſerable, for ever, For there is 
no Work, nor Device, nor Knoegledge, nor NMiſaum in the - 
Grave (Oe that is the Place, or State of the 
Dead) whither thou guet, Ecclef, ix. io. Ves, 


„The Sinner as he falls he lies; 
Shut up in his own Place!“ 


% Ir all the Light of this World was to be um. 
diately at once extinguiſhed, 4% bymay Souls that 
were not in ſome rea/ Degree of Regeneration, would 
immediately find themſelves but the Rage of Fire, 
and Horror of Darkneſs.” O them thou poor 8in- 
ner, whoever thou art, repent, repent; and turn to 
Gop, whilſt thou haſt Fleſh upon thee; for as long 
as that laſts the Kingdom of Gop is nigh at band: 
But if thou dieſt without true Converſion, alas, bet. 
ter thou hadſt never been born! For then black 
Lakes, bottomleſs Pits, Ages of a gnawing Worm, 
and a Fire that never ceaſes to burn, will ſtand be- 
tween thee and the Kingdom of Heaven for ever.“ 


' © To prevent all this, and make thee a Son of the 
rf Refurretion, Ixs us CHRIST, Gop and Man, the 
only begotten Son of Gov's infinite Love, came 
into the World in the Name, and under 3 
N racter 
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racer of infinite Pity,” boundleſs Compoſior, inexpreſ. 


ſible Meekne/s, and bleeding Love ; nameleſs Humilicy, 
never-ending Patience, Long-Suffering, and Bowels of 
redeeming Mercy ; called the -Lamb of Gop, who 


wich all theſe ſupernatural Virtues taketh away the 
Sins of the World.” | 


Hrs now encreaſing Knowledge in the Things of 
Gov ; his Ability from the holy Scriptures to diſ- 
argu between Truth and Error, became daily 
and juſtly Matter of his Thankſgiving to Gop., But 


| yet his u nerate Nature was not, could not be 


truly at Reſt. The Word of Gop was now indeed 
his Study and Delight. But it ſerved likewiſe, by 
ſhewing him how his Heart and Life muſt be, in or- 
der to conſtitute him an approved Servant of Gop, 


more deeply to Diſtreſs him. e Commanament in its 
ſpiritual and extenſive Meaning, ſtill diſſecting his 


inward Parts, ſlew him (Rom. vii. 8. 11.) ſo that 
he was clearly and 9 ſenſible of his 
Death in Treſpaſſes and Sins, His Convictions and 
Anguiſh of Spirit became therefore more afflictive 


than ever. 


eee from the Pain of his inward 


State, which the Interval of his relinquiſhing Pe- 


pery afforded, ſerved now, only to augment his Sor- 
row,- to find that after all, the great A Fair was, 
however yet to do, And ſuch was his preſent An- 
xiety, that he even forgot, or neglected to eat his 
Bread. My Conſcience (ſays he) ſtill condemned 
me. There was no Reſt in my Bones by Reaſon of 


Sin.“ And yet, meaning to make ſure Work, he 


defired to know the uttermoſt of his Evil and Danger. 
To this End he read thoſe Paſſages, both Divine and 
Human, which ſeemed moſt to condemn him : For 
I was willing (adds he) to know the Worſt of my 
© Condition : Not indeed that this was always the 
« Caſe. Sometimes the Devil, and the Corruption 


« of my Nature ſo far prevailed as to huſh 7 | 
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tienes, and drown my-ConviQtions, by. a Variety! 
df Thoughts, and Things.“ 0 K 


Taz Light, notwithſtanding, did not ceaſe to 
ne in his Heart; neither were its Glimmerings 
olly unperceived by him, ſo that altho* there were 
ny Occurrences and Temptations, which tended. 
retard his Progrefs,. and which ſometimes. ſlack - 
ed his Endeavours, nevertheleſs the weighty Con- 
rn of his Soul ſoon recurred. Conſcience (as he 
) ſtood up for Gop,. ſtjll calling to, and keeping 
his Remembrance the Guilt of Sin, and the Ne- 


* 


ty of his true Convertion,*- 


140 $27 ©. | » 2 
Tavs far did he labour through the. Furnace of. 
art-tormenting Conflict; aſſaulted on the one 
nd by the Romanifls, who ſtill . wrought him all 
Trouble they poſſibly could, both by Calumny. 
d Contention : And on the. other, by th Ruler. of 
Darkneſs of this. Marl; Satan and his Emiſſaries. 
king to devour: —— — 2 
i. 21. (compare with La. xxvi. 17.) were literally. 
hed in him ; as indeed they are, more or leſs, 
every. one that ĩs truly born ag. He travailed in. 


The following Lines concerning Conſcience, and her Office, 
be ti eir own Apology for inſerting them on this Occaſion, 
Tho' filent Jong, .. and ſleeping ne er ſo ſound 
Smother'd with Errors.. and oppreſs'd with toys, 
The goddeſs burſts in thunderand in flame, 
Loudly convinces, and ſeverely pains, 
The fly informer minutes ev iy fault 
And her dread diary with horror fills, ' 
Net the groſs AF alone employs her pen, 
She reconnoiters fancies airy bang 
n . 
ur dawning purpoſes of heart explores, 
And ſteals do embryo's of iniquity, 18 
Ugnoted Notes each moment miſapplied; 
In lea ves more durable than leaves of braſs 
Writes our whole hiftory ; which Death ſhall read 
In ev? ry. pale delinquent's. private ear; 
And Judgment publiſh ; publiſh to more worlds 
Than this; and endleſs Age in gro ant treſound.: 


uc that ſeeper in tby breaſt! | 2 
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Birth, and was in Sorrow, and Pain to be delieversff 
The Agony of his Heart frequently extorted fra 
him, Complaints (not indeed in thoſe very Word 
but) to this Effect, The Sorrows of Death have compaſilif 
me atout, and the Pains of Hell bave got hold upon n. 
He found Trouble and Heavineſs. In his Diſtre 
ke cried unto the Lon p, and faid, O Lox p I Leffe 
Thee deliver my Soul J am oppreſſed, undertake j 
hey a 


And thus he remained for ſome Time, waiting 
and longing for his God, even as the thirſty Groun| 
for Showers. His Sorrow it is true was often i 
terſperſed with Gleams of ſweetly reviving Hoy! 
That yet a little while, and He whom he ſougi 
would come, and would not tarry, while his ver 
Pulſe ftill beat, Make ne. long tarryiug, O my Gov, 
Make haſte my beloved, and come away. Be Thi 
like a Roe, or a young Hart upon the Mountains of B. 
tber. The Loap did indeed wait to be graciou 
to him, and was exalted in having mercy upon hin, 
He brought /» is Birth, and gave Strength to 5ri 
forth. For the Spirit of Heavineſs, he afterwards te 
ceived the Garments of Praiſe, and for Mourning 
the Oil of Joy. | 


k 1 
CHAP VI. 

. Of ſome Particulars previous to his Cu w. 

. 

F TRR having made Uſe of every Means, whic 6 


either Men, or Books could ſuggeſt, but wid 


out the deſired Effect, (being now in the Nineteen | 
Year of his Age). as he returned to his Lodging o, ©. 
Evening in the City of Limerict, March 17. 17 


he ſaw an uncommonly large Concourſe of People # 
ſembled in a Place called the Parade, adjoining to u 
Main Street, He turned aſide to ſee what it meant 
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perceiving a Man preaching to the People in the 
en Air (a Thing then exceeding ſtrange, becauſe 
ite new in Jre/and.) he ay ſtopped to know 


0 at he ſaid. And hearing him (Mr. R. S.) from 
a atth, xi. 28. affectionately, and earneſtly intfeat 


| Perſons to come to IEsUSsS CHRIST, that they might 
J Reſt to their Souls: and withal exhorting them 
ſearch the Scriptures, and ſee for themſelves if 
hat he ſaid was not true; it filled him with 
onder, and with Deſire to know more of this 
atter. | | 


He had of a long Time ſorely felt the Want of 
eſt, that is Happineſs in his Soul. And notwith- 
anding all his Endeavours to obtain it, like the 
dor Woman in the Goſpel, * who had ſpent all that 
bad upon Phyſicians and was nothing bettered, but ra- 
er grew wirſe, his Caſe became evreyDay more inſup- 
rtable. A preſſing Invitation therefore to partake 
, and an Aſſurance of finding the very Thing he ſo 
anted, -could not fail of being acceptable to him. 


So impenetrable is the Abyſs of Gop's Judgments 4 
o excellent in Counſel, So wonderful in working! 
reat Things doth He, which who can comprebend! He 
ad prepared the Soul of his Servant to receive with 
expreſſible Joy, the Goſpel of Peace, and ſent it 
im in a Way which he leaſt of all expected, and 
hich the Wiſdom of Man would never have mad 
hoice of. Thus, | 


While yet he toil'd, a ſudden Cry | 
Proclaim'd th' approaching Multitude, 

Who told of Jesvs paſling by, 

Of free Redemption in n Blood : 

Upſtarted Light ; the Beggar blind 

He ſprang the healing Touch to meet, 


Cat all his filthy Rags behind, | 
: 1 And groan' d or Faith at Jesv's Fe. tz 
0 U 1 4 . Mark», > 


Bvf 
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Bur here (ſays he) it may be needful, in ont 


of Chriſt Church. . Theſe two Brothers having « 


quite the contrary: the Poor (for the moſt Part 


© the better to underſtand ſome Particulars whit 
© will be hereafter related, to premiſe a. few Thin 
relative to this Preacher, and the People to whq 
he belonged. iſt, He was one of the People q 
led Metbodiſis, and a Member of the Church off 
land. 2dly, This People began to preach CAI 
and Juſtification. thro' his Blood, about the Ye 
© 1738. having had their Beginning at'Oxford, 
© the Rev. Mr. Jabn and Charles Meſley; the form 
< a Fellow of Lincoln College, and the latter, Stud: 


SS © ©S 


© tained Mercy themſelves, were called of Gov 
'© publiſh his Love to others likewiſe, by preachin 
© the Goſpel of the Kingdom, to every Creature t 
© would hear the joyfu/ Sound. Accordingly, out the 
55 into the Lanes and Highways, crying in t 
Voice of Viſdom to the Sons of Men, beſeeching an 
compelling Sinners to turn to Gov, to comet 
that Feat of Marrow and fat Things. which He hat 
prepared for all who will but accept of Life a 
Salvation: * . | 


Ars theſe Servants of Gon had been thus en 
© ployed for ſome Time, it pleaſed their divine M: 
ter, to ſend forth other Labourers alſo into Hi 
© Harveſt, to aſſiſt in the ſame bleſſed Work: N 
' indeed ſuch as human Wiſdom would have x 
pointed, the great or wiſe Men of this World ; b 


4 
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and as St. Paul ſays, the baſe and week, that thu 
leaving no Room for boaſting, or glorying in Ma 
© whoſe glorieth might glory in the Lok b.“ 5 


© Some of theſe, after pꝛeaching the Goſpel in i 
© Streets and FLEA s, to their own Countryme 
© brought the g/ad 7 dings to Falco ale; where, go 
ing about from Place to Place, thro* Cities a 
« Villages, they freely declared, what they os | 

| iS 


——_ 6 a+ ma A am wo. af 


# See Luke xiv, 16.—24. Prov. viii, 1.—5. and compate . 
Prov. i, 243. ÞF 4 Cor 1. 25.—31. 
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© freely received, to every one that would hear. And 
« Glory be to Gop, their Labour of Love was not 
jn vain. He that ſent them, gave their Word his 
« Blefling, ſo that many received it gladly; and 
having felt its Power, to this Day bring forth 
Fruit with Patience; the Fruit of Righteouſ- 
« neſs, to the Glory of God. 5 


H—_ - 
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Ir was ſome Weeks before he had Opportunity 
of hearing them again, being obliged to take Care 
of his School in the Country, On his next Return 
to Limerick he heard another of them (Mr. T. J.) and 
liked their Preaching ſtill better. But his Fondneſs for, 
and Attachment to the Word of Gop, would not admit 
of his taking Things of ſo high a Nature upon Truſt. 
He therefore compared their Doctrine with the Word 
of Gop, and with the Articles and Homilies (which 
were now likewiſe his ſecondary, great Standards of . 
Truth) of the Church of Eng/and; and I found it, 

* (fays he) to be conſonant with both. I became daily 
more and more attached to them, and their Man- 
ner of Living encreaſed my Affection for them. 

* They appeared to me to be true Followers of 
* Cyr15T, and his Apoſtles, adorning the Doctrine 

* of Gap in all Things.“ | 
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War they had preached the Goſpel at Limerict 
* for ſome Time, they came over to New-Market, a: 
Village where 1 then reſided, about eight Miles 
* from thence, In a little Time there was a Society 
* formed? (fo they called thoſe who met Weekly to- 
* gether, in order to ſing the Praiſes of Go, to. pray 
to Him, and to kelp each other on to Heaven.) © To 
* theſe I joined myſelf a Member, Sep. 29, 1749, 
is order to be more fully inſtructed in the Way of 
* Salvation, | 


* C HA p. 
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CHAP. VII. 


Giving a farther Account of tbe State of his Soul, 


particularly of his deep Convictions. 

OD had, by this Time, made plain his Way 
before his Face. His holy Word had fully 
informed his Underſtanding How a Sinner can find 
Favour with Gop. His doctrinal Scruples were all 
removed, and he wanted only the feeling Poſſeſſion of 
what he believed attainable, and ſaw as at a Diſtance ; 


to know, by happy Experience, the Certainty of the/e 
Things wherein be bad been inſiru 2d. | 9 Y/ 


H1s Soul reached out with Vehemency of Defire 
to the Mark of the Prize of his high Calling. But yet 


he could not /ay hold on the Hope Jet before him. He 


3 
N 
— 


could not break the Bondage of Unbelief, of which 
he was now deeply convinced, and under which he 


2 continually. In ſhort, he felt what can only 
underſtood in a like Manner, and therefore not 


eaſily explained: The Sorrows and Strugglings, as 


well as Joys, of the truly Regenerate, being of ſuch 
a Nature, that Strangers to that happy Change can 
have very imperfe& Conceptions. of. (1 Cor. Ii. 11.) 


His State can hardly be better deſcribed than by 
the following Lines, 


* Surrounded by His Power J ſtand, 
His Work on other Souls I ſee; 
His Love appears on every Hand. 


But O ! He hides himſelf from me. 


The Pain of Abſence ſtill I prove, 
Sick of Deſire, but not of Love, 
Weary of Life I ever groan, 
And long to lay my Burden down. 


O give me Jesvs, give me more, 

Thy Mercies to my Soul reveal: 

Alas! I /ce their endle? ore, 

Yet, O, I cannot; canfibt;fee/.”? 
| ba Luke l, „ 


n 
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8o it pleaſed God to ſuffer him to wait for ſome 
Time, looking and longing for the Beams of his 
Brightneſs, to revive and rejoice his weary Spirit. 
He particularly deſcribes his State of Conviction; 
the Manner, in which he perceived himſelf wrought 
upon, is as follows, Ee ; 


* iſt. The Lord convinced me of my Boſom Sin, 
that which did moſt eaſily beſet me; repreſenting 
the Heinouſneſs of it in various Circumſtances.” 


. * zdly. All my other Abominations likewiſe ; Sins 
in general, of Omiſſion, and Commiſſion were fet 
in Array before me, as an Army ready to devour 
me; or, as ſo many Devils ready to tear me in 
Pieces. Gop wrote them down in large Characters, 
« ſo that I might well ſay, My Sins were ever before me.“ 


« 3dly. I was clearly convinced, that not only my 
Sins, but likewiſe what I called my Duties, were an 
* Abomination unto the Lox D. My Righteouſneſs ap- 
« peared g filthy Rags. The corrupt Tree could not bring 
forth good Fruit. 


* 4thly. The ſame Spirit convinced me, that I 
* was an Unbeliever; that I had not true Faith, and 
therefore no Part nor Lot in the LoxD Jesvs 
* CHrIsT. As an Unbeliever I was condemned already, 
* and the Wrath of Gop abode upen me, (Fobn iii.) I 
aſſented indeed to every Thing revealed in the Bi- 
* ble; yet I now clearly perceived, I lacked the 
very true, Chriſtian Faith. I learned from the Me- 
* thogifls, ſo called, and had it confirmed to me by 
the New Teſtament, that whoſoever has true Faith, 
has with it the Remiſſion of Sins,“ and is at Peace 
with Gop. I read, that whoſoever believeth, is born 
© of God ; and be that is born of Gop finneth not t: 
* But I finned, and thence inferred, I had not 
© Faith, neither was Gern of God.” : 
zthly. 


* Rom, . | and 5. 1. and . 1. n iii, 18. Acts ij, 394 
"EY Choke V, 10. 1 1 Js 3.9 and 5. Is 
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© eqthly. I was moreover deeply convinced, that! 
could not help myſelf; that I was utterly unable 
to work, either” Repentance, Faith or Holineſs in 
my own Soul, and that it was by Grace alone ! 

could be faved.? | hs  & 


"SH © 4 <« 


* 6thly, J was without Comfort, and miſerable, 
My Soul was grieved, and my Heart fainted with. 
in me. I found Labour and Sorrow beyond Ex. 
preſſion. Worldly Comforts availed nought. | 
had no Reſt Night or Day. When I prayed I wa 
troubled 3 when I heard a Sermon, I was piercet 
as with Darts and Arrows. Whenever I either read 
or converſed, ſtill T was broken and bruiſed in 
Heart. Thus was I ſtripped of all, and wretched, 
and blind and naked ; having neither Faith nor 
Power, Holineſs nor Happineſs. Truly there wa 
no ſound Part in me. All was Woynds and Bruiſe, 
and putrifiing Sores, Often I could neither ſleep 
nor eat. The Affliction of my Soul fo affected my 
2 that at length J was obliged to take to my 

Bed. | 


LES a SSD Sa 0 a: a» 4 


« »thly. I ſaw by the ſame Light of the Holy Spi. 
tit, the Ground of all this, namely, Origina/ Sin, 
© This I felt was the Source of all my Miſery and 
« Helpleſlneſs. By ane Man Sin entered into the Morli, 
* and Death by Sin, and /o Death paſſed upon all, fir 
* that all have ſinned.“ Here I faw the Root of al 
Evil. Hence are we Chilzren of Wrath ; baniſticd 
© from Gov, and the Tree of Life.“ ax © 0 


Fus was his State about the. Vear 1749. And in 
Subſtance, I believe (tho? All do not fo circum— 
ſtantially attend to it) agrees with the Experience cf 
moſt of the Children of Goo, e 


One would not however attempt to fix a dete. 
minate Point; making the Progreſs of the Work of 


Soy in one, or a thouſand Perſons,” a Standard by 


Which to judge of the Genuineneſs of the Exper- 
Wrede, ET 
© . * » , 


* 
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ence of others. There are Diverſities of Operations by 
the ſame Spirit, But it is the ſame God, who worketh 
all in all, And theſe Operations are (according to 
the Wiſdom that weigheth the States of the Chil- 
dren of Men) proportioned to their different Capa- 
cities, Complexions, and various Circumſtances of 
2 Age, Education, Opportunities, and the 
like. | 5 


Wirn ſome Souls, it pleaſeth our Lox b to deal 
more gently, than with others; as (to mention no 
more Examples) in the Caſe of Lydia, and the Fay- 
br, (Acts xvi.) The latter, trembling and terrified, 
fell down, proſtrate, before Paul and Silas, and ſaid, 
in the utmoſt Conſternation, What muſt I do to be 
Jared ! While the former, without any ſuch previous 
Terror, that we read of, had her Heart gently o- 
tene to attend unto, and receive the Words of eternal 
Life, which were ſpoken of Paul, And there are no 
gy thouſands of reſembling Inſtances at this / 

ay, ; | WJ... 


. © One Way, among the Diverſity of the Holy 
Ghoſt's Operations, whereby He cleanſeth Souls, 
is, to feaſt them for ſome Moments with ſo much 
of the Subſtance of Things hoped for, as ſhall cap- 
tivate them for their whole Life after, and in one 
Taſte of the Sweetneſs of Gop, do the Work of a 
thouſand Arguments.” 


Bur in general, it may be obſerved, that with re- 
gard to thoſe, whom Gow intends chiefly for the 
Service of other Souls, He gives them to feel, as 
they are able to bear, the uttermoſt of their Nature's 
Death; the Bitterneſs and Deſert of the Sin that 
dwells in the Heart, as well as the wicked Works 

of their Life, before He ſhews them his Salvation; 
ta the Intent no doubt, that being feelingly ac- 
quainted with the evil Nature of Sin, and the Wretch- 
edneſs of an unregenerate State, they may be the 
better capable of ſympathizing with, and counſelling 
| „ bothers 


others in like Circumſtances ; and be quickened in 
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their Endeavours of ſaving Souls from Death. So we 
read of St. Auftin, M. Luther,* Mr, Halyburton, Bolton, 
(to inſtance in no more) and many others, who felt, 
as it were the Pangs of Hell, and roared thro' Ex- 


tremity of Anguiſh, before they were enabled to call wh 
Jzsvs Log D by the Ho Ghei; to appropriate to ſer 
7hem/elves the Redemption that is in His Blood, even Mug 
- the Forgiveneſs of Sins, | wil 
Bur in a// who are begetting again to Newneſs of N. 
Life, there is à deep Conlcionſnek of Wink” And 2 
there never has been an Inſtance of true Converſion 7 
among grown Perſons, where the Soul did not pre- Fo 
viouſly feel its Poverty, Guilt or Danger, in = * 
greater or leſs Degree. Our Savioui heals none who a 
have not 'a feeling Want, producing earneſt Deſires s 
of being healed. It is the Peary and the hearZy laden, f 
whom He calls to come to Him, that they may find ea. 
Veſt-to their Souls. He is the /iving Bread, and en. 
 Wratir / Lift, for which, only awakened Souls hunger | 
and thirſt, and with which alone, they can be ſatisfied. 
Thus, | $1 
„ | 3: | (Glebe, WM He 
% When Sorrow wounds the Breaſt, as ploughs the 
And Hearts obdurate feel her ſoftning dh Wers, cer 
Her Seed celeſtial, then, glad Wiſdom ſows, col 
Fer golden Harveſt triumphs in the Soil.“ my 
A, © 7 „ n 3 1 . 3 Th Ty 
4 - mi. 
AVING mentioned St. Ilir, with Reference N wit 
to the uſual Manner of our Lozp's dealing with WM alr 
Souls, intended for the Service of others; and con- {1 
fidering the Reſemblance, which in ſome Parts. of Li. 
his Experience, there is, with the Experience of him kn 
hefore us, I perſuade myſelf it will not be unaccept- be. 
able to ſome Readers, to ſubjoin a ſhort Account 85 im 
1 „ LY IN de 
» Of Luther (with whoſe Ton tian. thit of Mr. A was An 
neatly parallel) it is {a g 4the very Venom of his Conictic as an 


drenk up his Spirits, and h Body ſeetned. dend, ſo hat neikber 
(@ jo his at "Thee fr 
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the Travail of his Soul, above fourteen hundred 
Years ago, in his own Words, 


„Thou, O Lox, didſt turn me about towards 
myſelf; and tookeſt me from behind my Back, 
where I had + kg me, whilft I bad no Mind to ob- 
ſerve myſelf, that I might ſee how crooked, how 
ugly, and deformed a Thing I was ; covered over 
with Scabs and Ulcers : and I beheld, and abhorred. 
hut I, then a wretched, very wretched young 
Man, had alſo in the firſt Dawning of that my Youth, 
begged of Thee Chaſtity ; and had ſaid, Give me 
Cha/tity, and Continency ; but yet a while do not give it, 
For I feared Thou ſhouldſt hear me too ſoon, and 
preſently heal me of that Diſeaſe and Concupiſcence 
which I wiſhed, rather might be ſatiated than extin- 
guiſhed. But now was the Day come, in which 
J was laid naked to myſelf, and my Conſcience be- 
gan to reproach me. ——I was inwardly corroded, 
and extremely confounded.” 


-  - * Ye ©» B: - FT” * 


„ Aurpsr this great Controverſy within, which 
I hotly diſputed with my Soul in the Cloſet of my 
Heart, troubled as well in Countenance as in Mind, 
My Eyes, Forehead, Cheeks, Colour, the Ac- 
cent of my Voice more ſpoke my Paſſion than Words 
could. There was a, little Garden belonging to 
my Lodging, which I had the Uſe of. Thither this 
Tumult in my Breaſt carried me away, where none 
night hinder the hot Contention which was engaged 
within me, until concluded in that Iſſue, which Thou 
already kneweſt, but not yet.I.— Only I was in a 
ſober Rage and ſuffering a Death that would beget 
Lite: well knowing what. Evil I then was ; not 
knowing what Good, within a little while, I was to 
be. Il fretted in my Spirit, and raged with moſt . 
implacable Indignation againſt myſelf, whilſt all my 
Bones Cried out. From whence ſuch a Monſter ? 
And how can this be? Let thy Mercy enlighten me, 
and let me enquire, Whence ſuch a Monſter ? and 
how can this be : IG 
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« Tuus, fick of Mind, and thus tormented, ! 
was accuſing myſelf much more ſeverely than for. 
merly, and tumbling and winding to and fro in my 
Chain, till it was wholly broken off; a ſmall 
Piece only of which now held me; yet held me 
ſtill. And Thou, O Losp, preſſedſt Gee upon me 
in mine inner Parts, with a ſevere Mercy, redoub. 
ling the Lathes of Fear and Shame.——And the 
Point of Time, in which I was to become another 
Man, how mueh it approached nearer, ſtruck in me (4 
much more Horror. Yet did it not make me to recoil, 
or quite turn away; but only to ſtand in a Suſpenſe, 


Such was the Conteſt acted within in my Heart, 
only between me and myſelf. —But as ſoon as more 
— Meditation had drawn out, from the very 

ottom of this Sink, and laid on an Heap, all my 
Miſery before the View of my Soul; there aroſe in 
me a mighty Tempeſt, bringing with it great Show- 
ers of Tears.——1 under a certain Fig-Tree, threw 
down myſelf, I know not how, and gave Liberty to 
my Tears; and the Rivers of my Eyes ran a-pace. 
And not indeed in theſe Words, but to this Purpoſe 
T ſaid, 4nd Thou, Lok p, bow long? Hot long wilt [hou 
be angry, for ener? Remember not my former Iniquities, 
Pf. Ixxix. 5. 8. For I well perceived I was ſtill poſ- 
ſeſſed, and with-held by them, and therefore cali 
out ſuch miſerable Complaints, How long? How long! 
 To-morrow, and To-morrow ? Why nos preſently ? Why 
not this very Hour, an End to my Filthineſs.” 


«©THrese Things Iuttered as I wept with a moſt bit- 
ter Contrition of Spirit: and behold, I heard a Voice 
as from a neighbouring Houſe, as of a Boy or Girl, 
T know not whether, in a ſinging Note, ſaying, and 
often repeating ; Tolle, Lege; Tolle, Lege; Take uo 
and read; Take up and read. And preſently my Coun- 
tenance being altered, I began with much Intention 
to conſider, whether Children were wont in any 
Kind of Play to ſing ſuch Words: Nor could I call 
to Mind that I any where heard the like.“ 75 
1 | e „ Wurxzzs⸗ 
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«WHEREUPON, ſuppreſſing the Courſe of my Tears, 
] roſe up, interpreting it to be nothing but a divine 
Admonition, that I ſhould open the Book, and read 
the Place I 'firſt light upon. 0 getting up 
haſtily, I returned to the Place where I had been fit- 
ting before, for there I had left the Apoſtle's Book: 
(St. Paul's Epiſtles, which about this Time he read 
chiefly) I catched it up, opened it, read in Silence 
the Piece of the Chapter on which I firſt caſt mine 
Eyes; Not in Rioting and Drunkenneſs ; not in Chamb- 
ering and Wontonneſs ; not in Strife and Envying : but 
tut ye on the Lox D JesuUs CHRIST, and make not Pro- 


viſion for the Fleſb, to fulfil the Luſis thereof. Rom. 
xlii. 13.“ 


te could read no farther, nor was there Need: For at 
the End of thoſe Lines, as it were with a new Light 
of Confidence and Security ſtreaming into my Soul, 
the Darkneſs of all former Doubting and Heſitancy, 
was diſpelled, =” 


„O Jesvs CHRIST, my Helper, and my Redeemer! 
How ſweet on a ſudden became it to me;. to ſubmit 
my Neck to Thy eaſy Yoke, and my Shoulders, 
unto Thy light Burden. And what before,* it 
was my Fear to loſe, how was it now my Joy 
to diſmiſs ! For Thou the true, and the ſupreme 
Sweetneſs, didſt expel them from me: Thou expel- 
ledſt them and thyſelf enteredſt into me inſtead 'of 
them: more delicious than all Delights, but not 
to Fleſh, and Blood: more bright and: glorious 
than all Light, but to the inward hidden Man, ex- 
alted above the Heights of all Honour, but not to 
thoſe who exalt themſelves. —And now my infant 
Tongue began to converſe with THEE, my Am- 
bition, and my. Riches, - and my Salvation, my 
Lokp Gop!“ | 


CHAP. 
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' CHAP. VIII. 


Of his finding Reſt to his Soul. 


TR ULY my Soul waiteth only 1 Gop ; for fr 
Him cometh my Salvation, was the preſent Languaz 

of his Heart. Altho' the Night had hitherto hun 
upon his Soul, yet he frequently ſaw the Promiſe d 
Deliverance at a Diſtance. But now the D«5-/prin 
From on high began to dawn upon him. The Bean 
ings of the divine Glory, even the glorious Love d 
God, in Car1sT JEsvs, ſhone around him, pierce 

| Into him, and brought, at length, to his wear 
Spirit, the joyous Day of Salvation ; Pardon and 
Peace; Life and Liberty and Love: The Manner 
which he deſcribes as follows, jp 


* Havinc given an Account of my Conviction), 
© I think it may not be improper to relate likewiſc 
*: How the Son of the Promiſe was begotten and 
brought forth in me. And this alſo is the Work o 

the Holy Ghoſt, convincing of Righteouſneſs as he 
* doth of Sir. S; 


* iſt. He kindled in my Soul earneſt Deſires to- 

* wards God. There was a Tenderneſs in my 

Heart. It began to warm and diſſolve after it was 

broken by the Law, and ſcorched by the Wrath oi 

* Gop; and to be a little comforted and encou- 
« raged, | 


* 2dly. Licar began to ſpring up in my Mind. 
| © I ſawat length, not my Guilt only, but likewiſe 
fl © the All-ſufficiency of CHRIST, and his Atonement. 
| IJ was convinced that He came to ſeek and to jav! 
© loſt Sinners: that He taſted Death for, every Man; 
| that He-willeth all Men to be ſaved, and come to ile 
* Knocoleage of the Truth, in Order thereto. O what 
_ ©* glorious View had I of the Mercy of Gop in giving 
: his Son, and of the unſpeakable Love and * 
| 0 
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ſtrained to ery out, Lord, Mat Manner of Love 


But I could not yet ſay that I had Redemption in the 
Blood of CHRIST, the Forgiveneſs of my Sins, I did not 


soul.“ 
« zdly. Bur I had ſtrong Hope that Gop would 


my Sins for his Name-ſake, I could, as it were, 
ſee the Promiſe, and Pardon held forth to me, tho? 
25 yet J was not able to lay hold of them. At cer- 
tain Seaſons indeed, I could be almoſt confident 
that there was ne Condemnation to me; and could 
venture my Soul upon CHRIST, for Life and Sal- 
vation. But this ſoon vaniſhed away again, which 
convinced me it was not juſtifying Faith, elſe the 
Witneſs would be in my Heart; for be that be- 
lieveth on the Son of Gop hath the Witneſs in himſelf.* 
And becauſe ye are Sons, Gon hath ſent forth th: Spi- 
rit of bis Son into your Heart, crying, Aba, Father. + 


more vehement Thirſt after Cyr1sT. Nothin 

could now ſatisfy me ſhort of the aſſured Know- 
ledge, That I had an Intereſt in his Blood. My 
Soul was ſick with fervent Longings. I eſteemed 
all Things but Dung and Droſs for the Excellency 
of the Knowledge of CarisT Jesvus, He appeared 
altogether — to me. I beheld all Glory, all 
viſe Happineſs, all Riches, and Honour in the Saviour. 
nt. WW! had no Deſire after other Things: all Reliſh for 
a them was gone, „Give me ERRISTr, or elſe I 
die!?“ Sin loſt its Power, ſo that no Sin had Do- 
tht FF minion over me. I was fo taken up in beholding 
mache Lord Jesvs, in Reading, and in Prayer, tha® 


ing WO had no Deſire of any Thing elſe. Neither be Ly,” 


of W- ; C x John v. 10. + Cal. ir, 6. 


f Car1sT in dying for Sinners. I was con- 
I this, wherewith Thou haſt: loved us! What is 
Man that Thou ſhouldſt be ſo mindful of him! 
experience the Merit of His Death applied to ay 


de merciful to my Unrighteouſneſs, and blot out 


* ;thly. TugRkE was kindled in my Soul a ſtill 


. 
* 
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* of the Hab, the Luft of the Eye, nor the Pride of Li, 
* had any Power over me. But yet, I could not fy, 
I was then a Believer. I had indeed an utter Hz. 
* .tred to all Sin, and Power to forſake every Thing 
that I believed to be offenſive to God, and con. 
* trary to the holy Will of my Lox D Jesus, whon 
© I ſought and deſired above all Things viſible u 
* inviſible.?. , 


* 5thly. Axp now, about four Months after ny 
moſt deep Awakenings, and joining the Me 
© Spciety, the clear Day began to ſhine, and th: 
© Lord, who zs rich in Merq, viſited me with his 
Salvation. He brought me out of the horrible Pi; 
and miry Clay, and ſet my Feet upon the Roc; 
CnRIS fesvs. The particular Manner of wich 
© was as follows, | 


* Comins into the Room where we were accuſor;'! 
to meet together, to hear the Word of Exhortatior; 
before Preaching began, I fat muſing and mediti. 
ting. My Soul was looking out, and longing 0 

 CurisT, as the Watchman for the Morning, 0 
the thirſty Land for Showers. The Congrec:t ©: 
being aſſembled, the Servant of Gop (Mr. W.. 
poured out his Soul in Prayer. And as he praye!, 
the Power of the Lord came down in the Mid 
of us. The Virdoms of Heaven were opened, 1d 
the Skies poured Goon Riebiecuſn ſe. My Heart m:itel 
like Wax before the Fire; eſpecially at the Nie: 
tion of thoſe Words, Who is ihis that cometh jrin 
Edom, with died Garments from Bozrab 2 This that! 
Glorious in his Apparel, travelling in the Greatre!s il 
His Strength ?* And again, at the finging the 
Words in the Hymn, | 


, ER 42S 


© Behold the Saviour of Mankind, 
Nail'd to the ſhameful Tree! 
How vaſt the Love that Him inclin'd 
To bleed, and die for thee ! 


® Ma, Ixiil, 1. 
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*Tis done ! the precious Ranſom's paid; 
Receive my Soul he cries ; | 


See, where He bows his ſacred Head! 
He bows his Head and dies.” 


* Tax former Words in the Prayer, and theſe.in 
* the Hymn, came with ſuch Power to my Heart, 
that I was conſtrained to cry out, Bi ihe Lok v, 
O my Soul, and all that is within me, bleſs bis boly* 
« Name ; for He hath forgiven all mine Iniquity, and 
* healed my Diſeaſes, | 


* AxD now was I divinely aſſured that Gop, for 
* Cyxr1sT's Sake, had forgiven me all my Sins. 1 
* The Spirit of Gop bore witneſs with my Spirit | 
* that I was a Child of Goo. Mercy and Truth met- 1 
* together in my Heart; Righteouſneſs and Peace kiſſed | | 
tach other, Yea, ſo great was the Deliverance, and | 

* ſo ſtrong the Conſolation, that I could not contain 

« myſelf. I broke out into Tears of Joy and Love. 
Having obtained ſuch Mercy I could not but join. | 
with the Angels“ to ſing Praiſes to Him that fitteth, _ 
* upon the Throne, and to the Lamb, who ſo loved me, 
and waſhed me from my Sins in his own Blood. A 1 
* new Song was indeed put into my Mouth, even 4 
of Thankſgiving 8 


„ Honour, and Might, and Thanks, and Praiſe | j 
I render to my pard'ning Gov, yok 1 
Extol the Riches of thy Grace, | qo 1 

And ſpread thy ſaving Name abroad, i ll 
'That only Name to Sinners given, BT |. 
Which lifts poor dying Worms to Heaven. 


Me in my Blood thy Love paſs'd by 
And ſtopp'd, my Ruin to retrieve, 
Wept o'er my Soul thy pitying Eye, 
Thy Bowels yearn'd, and ſounded, Live ! 
Dying I heard the welcome Sound, 
And Pardon in thy Mercy found, 
” Pp a . E 


Gn bd gt No 
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No Condemnation now I dread, 
Jes8vs, and all in Him is mine; 

Alive in Him, my living Head, 
And cloath'd in Righteouſneſs Divine, 

Bold I approach th' eternal Throne, 

And claim the Crown thro” CHRIST my own.” 


© I had often in private cried aloud to Gop, yet, 
it was not till now, that I did ſo in the Congrega- 

tion. But my Wound being healed, a Neceſlity 
was laid upon me to declare what the Lox p had 
done for my Soul. In the ſame Hour another 
who ſat next to me was filled with Joy and Peace 
in believing. 
Room, and gave Thanks and Praiſe to Gop to- 
< gether. | 


All Glory and Praiſe to Jesvs our Lox p! 


His ranſoming Grace we gladly record, 
His bloody Oblation, and Death on the Tree, 
Hath purchas'd Salvation, and Heaven for me! 


The Saviour hath died for Me, and for Vou, 

The Blood is applied, the Record is true; 

The Spirit bears Witneſs, and ſpeaks in the Blood, 
And gives Us the Fitneſs for living with Gop! 


Ax p now I felt of a Truth that Faith in CHRIST, 
* is the Subiance, or Subſiſtence / Things hoped for, and 
an Evidence of Things not ſeen.” Gor, and the Things 
of the inviſible World, of which he had only heard 
before by the Hepring of the Ear, appeared now in 
their true Light, as ſubſtantial Realities, and for 
—_— MM... | 


Faith lends its: realizing Light; 

The Clouds diſperſe, the Shadows fly, 
The inviſible appears in Sight, 
And Go is ſeen by Mortals Eye. 


Phe Things unknown to feeble Senſe, 


Uatecn by Reaſons glimmering Ray, . 
Unſeen by Rea tals _ ae ET Witk 


= 
ON 


We both withdrew to another | 


3 
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With ſtrong commanding Evidence 25 
Their heavenly Origin diſplay. 


God, thro' Himſelſ we underſtand 
When He, Himfelf in us hath ſhone, 
We ſee His All- creating Hand, 

And e a Go thro? Faith alone. 


I could now lay hold on CHRIST, and the Pro- | 
* miſes of Gop thro' Him. Faith in His Blood | 
© brought Heaven into my Breaſt, and filled me with 
© Righteouſneſs, and Peace and Foy in the Holy Ghoft, It 
gave me to ſee a reconciled Gov, and an All: ſuffi- 
« cient Saviour. And thus was it an Evidence to me. 
„ Thro' this Faith I could ſay, CRRIST loved mz, 
* and gave Himſelf for ne. O, this is the Gift of 
* Gop ! Faith of the Operation of the Holy Ghoſt.” 


. f BE uf. 


Anv it is à Gift which Gop delighteth to beſtow, 
and which, Souls feeling the Want of, and aſking of 
im, are ſure to receive. Our Lokd is no Reſpecter 
of Perſons; for every one that asheth, -receiveth ; and 
whoſoever all call upon the Name of the Lord hal be 
ſaved, He tejetieth, defpiſeth no Man, but ſuch as 
abuſing their own Mercies, reje&, and ſtay away from 
Him. He delighteth in the Profperity of his Crea- 
tures, and not in the Death of Sinners. Fear not 
then thou poor afflicted one, toſſed with Tempeſt, 
and not comforted ; thy Gop will come and fave 
thee. What tho' thou lieſt among the Pots, ſcorched 
and black thro' Temptation and Sin, yet continue 
" Wto look to jzsus! He will make thee t the Wings 
r / 2 Dove cwavered with Silver, ard ber Feathers with 
Jellow Gold. Ruined and forſaken, deformed and 
deſtitute, as thou ſeemeſt to appear, nevertheleſs, / 
ſaith Jerovan, will lay thy Stones with fair Colours, 
and lay thy Foundations twith Sapphires, Thy Wilder- 
neſs Soul ſhall be Me Eden, and thy deſert Heart like 
the Garden of the LoxD. Infiend of the Thorn ſhall come | 
uþ the Fir- tree, and inſtead of the Briar fhall come up the | 
Myrle-tree, In Righteouſneſs ſhalt thog be efta * | 
M | W 
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thou halt be far-from Opprefion, for thou ſhall not ftar; 
and from Terror, for it ſhall not come near thee, Ye, 
thou foalt alſo be a Crown of Glory in the Hand of the 
LorD, and a Royal Diadem in the Hand of thy Go! 
Only wait at the Poſts of Wiſdom's Doors. Strive 
to enter in. Let one Thing I do, be your Matto. De- 
termine to know nothing but Jes us, and Him cru- 
cified; for it is in Him, that all theſe Promiſes are 
Ne and Amen, firm and certain to every Believer. 
Therefore faint not. Be ſtrong. Yet a little while, 
and thou ſhalt prove, to thine eternal Comfort, that 
the Jame Lok D over all, is rich unto all that call upon 


Him. * 


—_ * — 


CHAP. IX. 
Of the Confirmation of his Soul in the Grace of 
Cod, and the bappy Effects which it produced 
in him. | 


E lived now as in another World. Bebo, Gop 
is my Salvation, went through the whole of his 
Heart and Conduct. His Soul was delighted with 
thoſe good Things reſerved for, and enjoyed only 
by ſuch as love Gop. He fo taſed that the Lorp is 
- gracious, as left no Room, at preſent, for evil Reaſon- 
ings, and entirely engroſſed his whole Body and Soul 
for Gov. The Overflowings of his Joy correl- 
ponding in Degree with his former Sorrow, ren- 
dered him happy beyond all Deſcription. 


AnD this, as may be obſerved in the Experience 
of the Faithful, is commonly the caſe ; the Peace 
aud Joy of . juſtified Souls, being uſually proporti- 
onate to their previous Niſtreſs.; God in this reſpect 
likewiſe, comforting them according to the Time 
where in He had ſhewed them Trouble. And may 
not hence be accounted for, in. ſome Meaſure, the 
Difference in Degree, between the ſenſible Enjoy- 

| mens 
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ments of the Children of God, and that variety of 

Expreſſion whereby different Perſons deſcribe their 

Condition; who, notwithſtanding, may be equally 

approved of Gop*? The grand Enquiry is Am I 
really converted? Am I now at Peace, and in Fel- 
towſhip with Gop my Saviour?“ If ſo, Is not the 

' preciſe How and When, immaterial ? Such- Per- 
ſons then as have been led by flow, and gradual Steps; 
who have by a comparatively eaſy Tranſition paſſed 
from Darkneſs to Light; who being allured, and 
brought into the Wilderneſi, have been brought out 
learing on the Beloved : Let them give Glory to their 
Deliverer, and not, on this Account, lex them- 
ſelves with Scruples for having been ſo gently dealt 
with. Let them live only for HIM, glorying only 
in his crucified Perſon, in whom they are, and fo 
doing, they ſhall be finally found approved, in the 
Preſence of Gop and of his holy Angels. 


His Happineſs now received dailyEncreaſe from the 
undoubted Aſſurances which he continually received 
of the Genuineneſs of his Change. He proved his 
Work, and had therefore rejoicing in himſelf. (Gal. 
vi. 4.) He ſaw every riſing Sun with renewed Plea- 
ſure, and the returning Night with added Strength : 
when he lay down, theBanner over him was Love; even 
while he flept his Heart waked, and when he awgke 
he was ſtill with HIM ! How fair and how pleaſant. 
art thou, O Love, for Delights ! In ſhort, 


« He could not believe 
That he ever ſhould gneve, 
That he ever ſhould ſuffer-again !??” 


ce He obſerves, The more I compare my Experi- 
in. © ence with the Word of Gop, and with the Ex- 
& © perience of his Children, I am the more con- 
ne * firmed that it is no Deluſion, no Fancy; but a 


ay real Work of God, a ſaving Change wrought in 
he « my Soul by the Spirit of Goo, — Faith in 
y- „tlie Loxp Jesus CnkxIsr. I am perſuaded how- 
W 1 „ ever 


Nor could he be at all eaſy, otherwiſe than in; a free 
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© ever, that the natural Man, (1 Cor. it. 14.) cannot 
receive the Things of the Spirit of Gop. He has 
« neither Eyes to ſee, nor a Heart to Underſtand 
them. A Stranger doth not intermeddle with this 
* Joy. It is tbe hidden Manna, and the white Stone, 
and the new Name (of Adoption) written thereon, 
(Rev. ii. 17.) which no Man knoweth fave he that 
© receiveth it. Glory, Glory bt to Gon on high 


Now did I find the Yoke of Car1sT to be eaſy 
< indeed, and his Burden light. His Thoughts and 
Commandments were ſweet to my Soul, ſweeter 
even than Honey to my Tongue. It was my 
Comfort all the Day long to praiſe my Lox p, and 
* to walk in the Ways which he ſet before me. He 
created me unto good Works, and I chearfully 
< walked in them.“ | 


Tut Love of Gop being thus ſhed abroad in his 
Heart, enabled him rightly to love his Brother alſo. 
His Soul was drawn out in good Will and tender 
Affection to every Creature: Neighbours and Stran- 
gers, Friends and Enemies. I could (ſays he) 
N unfeignedly love them that hated me, and pray 

for them that deſpitefully uſed and perſecuted me! 
Thus truly evidencing himſelf, to be a Child of his 
. Father in Heaven. = 


Bur he did not ſtop here. His Soul thirſted more 
and more for the Image of Gop, all the Mind ht 
was in CHRIS ]Esvs. He followed after, and longed 
for, an entire Renoyation- for nearer and ftronger 
Union, and Communion with the Logp Jesvs: 


28 C885 


„ 


5 


and near Acceſs to Him, and a ſwest Enjoyment of 
his gracious Prefence, His one, conſtant Cry was, 
Make me holy. Fulfil in, me all the good Pleaſure 
« of thy Goodneſs, and the Work of Faith with 
Power.“ For this he ſtruggled, and pleaded much 
with Gon. He truly agonized to enter in, often 


Gyiog in Effect. Wi 
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« With me I know, I feel thou art ; 
But this cannot ſuffice, 
Unleſs Thou planteſt in my Heart 


lis A conſtant Paradiſe. 

re, | 

u, My flutt'ring Spirit fatigues my Breaſt, 
at And ſwells, and ſpreads abroad, 


And pants for everlaſting Reſt, 
And ſtruggles into Gop.“ 


his was early his Mark, and the glorious Prize 
at which he aimed throughout the Reſidue of his 


'y Chriſtian Race. : 

d | | 

le His Enjoyments were hitherto, with ſcarcely the 
ſmalleſt Alloy, having had, not ſo much as a Doubt 


concerning the reality of what had paſſed in his Soul. 
The Fury of the Oppreſſor was 10 reſtrained, and 
the Light of divine Truth ſo abode with him, that. 
he continually ſet to his Seal that Gop i Lede, and 
taketh Pleaſure in the Proſperity of his Children. 
All Fear of Death and Hell was removed from him; 
neither had Sin any Dominion over him. Goo 

* (ſays he) gave me the Victory thro' our Lox D IESsvðs 

* CxrIST, whoſe Righteouſneſs was imputed to me 
for the Remiſſion of my Sins | ? 


© THEREFORE did I know that I was a Child of 
God, under Grace, becauſe Sin did not reign in my 
mortal Body, that I ſhould obey it in the Deſires. 
thereof. If ſo much as an evil Thought was at 
any Time injected, or the Remains of the o/d Man 
began to ſtir in me, I had immediate Power to. 
reſiſt and overcome them ! 


TY TS TT > To 


© TEMPTED indeed'I was ; but in every Tempta- 

tion there was a Way made for my Eſcape, When- 

ever the Enemy. came in upon me as a Flood, I- 

sus appointed Salvation for Walls and Bulwarks a- 

* round me. He lifted up a Standard againſt —_ 
oe . 3 


®* Rom: vi. I2g 
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and fruſtrated all his Councils : For greater i; | ou 
* that was in me, than be that is in tbe World, p th 
I may ſay it-few Words, that the Kingdon T 

© Gop was within me. I fed upon Marrow and FM! 
© neſs, and with Comfort drew Water out of MW1ic: 


Wells of Salvation. Sin, and Temptation, a 
Pain fled before the Loxv Jrsus, who delt in 
Heart by Faith. Twalked and talked with Gop all ti 
Day long. Whatſoever I believed to be His Wil 
I did to the uttermoſt of my Power; with my wh! 
Heart. Prayer, Reading, Faſting, Watching, Con 
©* municating, and Chriſtian Fellowſhip, were t 
© Joy of my Soul. The Commandments of Gon 
and His holy Laws, were my Delight. I not only 
« rejoiced ever more, but prayed without. ceaſing, 
and in every Thing gave Thanks, whether Je 

or drank, or whatever I did, it was indeed in th 

. N the Lokd Jesus, and to the Glory 

 * Gop!? 44 


And now, © Gov, who can (enumerate all thy 
| Mercies! Who, thoſe which he hath experienced in 
himſelf alone? Jzsvs, thou faithful and true Wit- 
neſs, in whom all the Promiſes are yea and Amer, t1 
the Glory of Gor the Father; Who can aſcribe wor. 
thy Praiſe to Thee, for thy wonder-working Love 
towards the Children of Men! How truly doit Thon 
bruiſe the Serpent's Head, raiſing thy Redeemed from 
the Chambers of Death and Miſery, to the Enjoy- 
ments of Paradiſe and Glory! Sing O ye Heaven:, 
and ſhout all ye lower Parts of the Earth, for this 
is our Gop, that changeth not. Still let thine Arrows 
be ſharp in the Hearts of thine Enemies, *till crying 

unto Thee for Mercy, ME 

They fall before thy Crofs ſubdu'd 
And feel thine Arrows dipt in Blood ! 

That experinceing the Virtue of thine all- powerful, 
© all-cleanfing Blood, waſhing us whiter than Snow, 
wie may live, only to teſtify our Gratitude . 
1850 | | thou 
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ou crucified Lover of Human Souls, who faveſt ; 
> the uttermoſt all that come to God by Thee | 


The following beautiful Lines, with which I pro- 
fs I am always delighted, are ſo- expreſlively ap- 
licable to him, in this Part of his Experience, that 
muſt not oe the Reader the Pleaſure ef 


hem. 


« HOW * are 1 
Who the Saviour obey, 

And have laid up their Treaſure above: 
Tongue cannot expreſs, 
The ſweet Comfort and Peace, 

Of a Soul in its earlieſt Love. 


That Comfort was mine, 
When the Favour divine, 
I firſt found in the Blood of the Lamb; 
When my Heart it believ'd, 
What a Joy it receiv'd, 
What a Heav'n in Jesvs's his Name! q 


222 all the Day long, 
Joy and my Song; 5 
0 * it all His Salvation may ſee ? 5 
He hath lov'd me, I cried, 
He hath ſuffer'd and died, 
To redeem ſuch a Rebel as me. 


I rode on the Sky, 
Freely juſtify*d I, 
Nor envied Elijab his Seat ; - 
My Soul mounted higher 
In a Chariot of Fire, 
And the Moon it was under my Feet. 


O the rapturous Height 

Of that holy Delight, 
Which I felt in the fie giving Blood! 

Of my Saviour poſſeſt 
, I was perfectly bleſt, we 
, As if fill'd with the Fulneſs of Gop !” i 
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His Employment ammgſt his Chriſtian Brethr 
and the Treatment he met with from the Warll, 


+ 6 HE Treaſure of ay ne; Love, which G. 
a had put into the Soul of his Servant, begu 
now, to ſhine clearly to others, They could eaij 
_ diſcern an amazing Change in his very Aſpect, a 
well as Tempefs, and Conduct in general. The 
calm, and at the ſame Time, divine Chearfalhe; 
and ſerenity of his Soul, rendered him a defirabls 
as well as uſeful Member of their religious Meeting: 
And the loving Zeal which he feit for promoting 
the Glory of his dying Gov, prompted him to exe: 
himſelf with much Fervour in the Service of hi 
. Neighbour. - n I E e 
Thus with a Heart ſet on Fire, to pay, at lea 3; 
fome ſmall Returns, for all that Ocean of Mercy, o 
and Love which he had experienced in himſelf, he Hay 
ſought Opportunities, and embraced every Occaſion rea 
of imparting all the Good which he poſſibly coul Warp 
to others; till it ſeemed: good to thoſe who directel rei 
their religious Exerciſes to appoint him Leader of 2 ul 
Claſs, (ſo called) That is, a little Company of ene 
Chriſtian Friends, mutually agreed, to meet toge- 
ther Weekly, in order to their Furtherance in the A 
Way of Godlineſs: One Perſon of which was tiled WW pe 
Leader.“ 85 we 


(Tas 

* Thoſe who wodle be fully iuformed of the Riſe, Nature, 24 |. 
Deſign of thoſe Claſſes, and concerning the People called Mate- g. 
difis in genera}, may, perhaps, receive Satisfaction from the Plais | 
Atcount of them, mentioned in the Catalogue of their Books, 


Mr. TroMAas WALSH. 5% 
#13 was the little Office aſſigned him at preſent, 
which My Buſineſs (fays he) was, -1ſt. To ſee 
ach Perſon in my Claſs once a Week, and if any 
ere abſent, to enquire into the Cauſe, 2. When- 
-yer we met together, to. ſing Pſalms or Hymns, 
and to pray with them. 3. To examine how 
heir Souls proſpered, and what Progreſs they had 
made the preceding Week in the Way of the 
Loxp-?? Whether they were unanimouſly de- 
mined to ferve God with their whole Heart ? 
any. had fallen into Sin, they. were reproved ; if 
pted, they were comforted and 5 : 
id thoſe who ran well, adorning their Profeſſion 
all Things, were exhorted till to preſs forward, 


Id give G ory to Goo, 


ArTER a faithful, and friendly Examination of 
ch other (between which and the Popiſh Avri- | 
lar Conftſſier, with which ſome have erroneouſly, 
unkindly parallel'd it, there 1s ſcarcely the moſt 
itant Reſemblance) they concluded with praiſing 
00, and Prayers ſuited to their ſeveral Conditions, 


Bur beſides this, he met with the whole Society 
o or three Times a Week, when with Praiſes and 
rayers, there was always a Word of Exhortation 
reached or read. And it pleaſed Go p, to teſtify His 


10 WA pprobation thereof, by the ſingular Diſplay of his 
" eo $5isx a Srv — 
ei '<lence amongſt them; by repleniſhing their 
1 souls with Abundance of his Grace and heavenly 


benediction, 


Ax p, „O (adds he) how. wonderfully did we ex- 
6 perience the Power, and Love of Gop, whenever 
we made Prayer and Supplication to Him! we 
had a Heaven amongſt us; a Paradife within. us 
The Lord poured ſuch Peace and Joy into our 
Hearts, and we were often ſo Happy that we did not 
know how to part. We lived as Brethren, and 
Love together for e Hopy of the Goſpel, We _ 


— — — > — 
F = 
x * 


fare be properly conſidered 
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of one Heart, and of one Mind, in the Preſence of 


-* Gop, And is not this the Communion of Saints} 


* 


So dear the Tye, where Souls a 
In Ixsp's dying Love; 
Then only can it cloſer be, 
When all are join'd above! 


MEeANnTIME, his hitherto (ſince he was juſtif ed) un. 
diſturbed Repoſe, began to be ſorely aſſaulted. Hi 
Relations now took a ſecond Alarm. They thought 
* (fays he) that I was turned Heretick altogether, 
To forſake the Church of Rome, and declare himſelf 
a Meinber of the Church of Eng/and, was bad enouph, 
and with them Matter of much Diſpleaſure; but to 
become a Methodiſt beſide | “ This they judged the 
very Conſummation of Apoſtacy, and gave fin up 

undone for ever.. And it was not only his Kin- 
dred, who ſo judged of him, But (adds he) ny 
* Neighbours in general were like-minded with my 
Relations, and not thoſe only of the Church of 


Nome; but ſeveral likewiſe who called themſelves 


* Proteſtants. They were extremely angry that! 
* ſhould, as they called it, change my Religion.“ 


* And now did I ſee plainly, that Perſons of every 


| © Denomination, who are yet in their Sins, under 


the Guilt and Power of them, are at Enmity 2. 
« gainſt CyrIsT. And that Proteſtants, as well a 


© rapiſts, have naturally a Spirit of * 


la reality this is no Alteration of the Caſe; it is in this 
Reſpect no more than a Name: a true Met bod iſt (for they ore ut 
all Iſrael aubo are called Nrael) being no other than a true Church- 
man. They make not ſo much as a Pretence to be a diltin®, 
independent Body of People, They are properly a Religious &, 
ciety, (not a new Thing in Esgland) conſiſting, for the moſt 
Part of profeſſed Members of the Church of England; whoſe only 
Defign is to promote amongſt each other, and Mankind in ge- 
neral, the genuin Religion of Jzsys Cxn1sT, And may there. 


idered, as a ſeaſanable aſſiſtant in an Age, pot 


the moſt religious; and as, a faithful Servant to Proceflant Chu:ches 
in general, | 


a © f win A 4 


e of 
ts ? 


« Perſecution.” Alas, Names and Opinions, what 
are they? They do not, cannot alter the Nature 
of Men or Things; and Experience abundantly 
news, how little Influence they have over the Tem- 
pers and Life of the generality of Mankind. Re- 
formed and unreformed (adds he) I found to be 
« juſt alike ; and that many who ſpoke againſt the 


Pope and Inquiſition were themſelves in reality of the. 


« ſame Spirit,” | 


« Warn I was firſt converted, I had no Notion 


© that People could hate, and ſpeak Evil of me, for 


« fearing God, and working Righteouſneſs. * But 
Experience has taught me otherwiſe. I ſoon found 
© the Truth of the Apoſtle's Words, That 2/ who 
* will live godly in CHRIS ]esus, Hall ſuffer Perſeru- 
tion, (2 Tim. iii. 12.) Relations and Acquaintance, 
and Neighbours, Rich and Poor, Old and Young, 
« Clergy and Laity, were all againſt me. Some ſaid 
« I was an Hypocrite ; others that I was mad; o- 
* thers, judging more favourably, that I was de- 
* ceived. Many that before thought well; yea, 
highly of me, knew not now how -to harbour a 


good Thought of me.” «A 


Bur when Gov ſpeaks powerfully to the Heart, 
the Sentiments and Words of Men, be they never ſo 


flattering, cenſorious, or threatning, make but little 
Impreſſion. He was therefore ſo far from being 


moved by this Treatment, that it became to him, 
rather a Confirmation of the Doctrine of the Son of 
Gow, who ſays, expreſsly, Wo unto you, toben all Men 
fall ſpeak well of you ; and bleſſed are 7 when Men 
Hall revile you, and perſecute you, and ſhall ſay all Man- 
ner of Evil of you faifly for my Name-fake. 


„Thin is not indeed the awexord Reafon of the Oppoſition 
which the World has in all Ages made to the Servants of Cur 137, 


But that it is the true One the Scriptures abundantly teſtify, 


L o. 
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Or a Truth the World lieib in the Wicked One. 

And they who are after the Fleſh, wil} hate and 

perſecute them that are after the Spirit. The De. 
vil hates CHRIST, and his Children. It is the 
Spirit of CHRIST in His Children, which that 
evil Spirit in the Children of Diſobedience fo violently 
oppoſes. The Spirit of the World /uy/eth te Hit). 

'he Devil envied Adam ; ſo did Cairn his Brother 
Abel : And as it has been'of old Time, ſo is it at 
this Day. Light can have no Communion with Dark. 
* neſs, neither CHRIST with Belial, In this Reſpect, 
there is nothing new under the Sun; but that which 
bath been, is the Thing that is, The true Wor- 
ſhippers of Gop, under the Old Teſtament, and 
the — Diſciples of CIS T, under the New, 
have been evil treated by thoſe among whom they 
lived.“ They hated them, becauſe their Works 
were righteous, And ſo it is even now.$ 


, S:% ©. 


§ The Oppoſition he met with, partly from thoſe of his own 
HKovwſhold, and partly from many others of different Denomina- 
tiens, together. with that which he ſaw-was made to the People 
called Methodifis in general, then in Ireland, (their preaching Hou{cs 
burned, Goods rifled, Perſons perſecuted, and even Scriptures pro- 


tared, by Ballads in one Hand, and the Bible in the other, ſinging we 
profanely thro' the Streets among the baſer Sort of People; 80 
v omted thereto, even by dignified Perſors) gave Occaſion to theſe T] 
Ebſervations. But what inexpreſſible Reaſon have the Inhabitants Gy 
f theſe Nations to bleſs God that thoſe kinds of Qutrages ate v1 
rot authorized—and that our Government has ſo eſfectualiy pro- 3 
vided againſt injuring the Innocent of every Denomination. | 
* Se Ads 4. 8, and 19, and 28. Heb 11. 1 John iii. 12, 13 5 
1 1 
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CH XxF 20 
His Providential Appointment to labour for the 
Gord of his Neighbour, by preaching the Goſpel. 


E had from his firſt, thorough Awakening, 

a Love to, and Concern for the Souls of o- 
thers, which was quite new to him. The ſame Cauſe 
which made him fo ſolicitous for his own Salvation, 
could hardly fail of producing in him a tender Sym- 
pathy for the Souls of his Neighbours, that is, every 
one: and the painful Apprehenſions which he had of 
his own Danger, impelled him to warn others alſo, 
whom hejudg'd to be in like Circumſtances. The Hand 
of God was, no doubt, in this, as well as in the 
whole Series of his preceding Converſion. His un- 
ſearchable, and adorable Wiſdom, had appointed 
him (as the Event plainly declared) to become an 
Inſtrument of ſaving Souls from endleſs Miſery; 
having firſt prepared him for it (without his Knove- 
ledge of any ſuch Deſign) by the Hell, and Heaven, 
fo to ſpeak, of his own Experience. 


EvEn before he had obtained Mercy, he began to 
warn others; exhorting. all, with whom he had any 
Sort of Intercourſe, to flee from the Wrath to com. 
Thus, (as he obſerves) * while I was in Unbelicf 
* myſelf, I ſometimes forgot my own Condition thro” 
* Eagerneſs of Deſire, for the Salvation of other 
Souls.“ | 


Mean Time it was frequently impreſſed upon his 
Mind, © You muſt preach the Goſpel. Thou ſhalt 
bear pubkck Teſtimony to the Truth of Gop,'* by 
openly declaring His Loving-Kindneſs, in the Re- 
demption of the World. But he often reſiſted the 


* Isthis kind of Impulſe, or any thing reſembling it, what our 
Church Means in her ſolemn Form of Ordination, by that weighty 
Geſtion (O that it were duly attended to !) to all her Candidates for 
bey Orders.“ Do you truſt you are inwardly moved by the 
He G to take this office upon cu? 
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Thought, urging the Impoſſibility thereof, from 7 
Variety of Conſiderations, and ſaying in Effect, Send 
by whom Thou wilt ſend; but ſend not me. 


Ves, well Thou know'ſt I did not ſeek, 
Uncall'd of Gop, for Gop to ſpeak, 
The dreadful Charge I ſought to flee, 

1 Send whom Thou wilt, but ſend not me.” 


Ex DEE D, tho' he might have never ſo much de- 
fired it, in Submiſſion to the Will of Gop ; never- 
.theleſs, when the Thought firſt preſented itſelf to 
him, being a conſcious . he might have 

- Juſtly ſaid, and it was the Language of his Heart, 


How ſhall I teach the World to praiſe ? 
Unchang'd my Heart, unloos'd my Tongue! 
Give me the Power of Faith to prove, 

And Jxsus ſhall be all my Song.” 


TT is indeed a poor Caſe, when Miniſters preach- 
ing the Goſpel, Repentance, and Remiſſion of Sins, 
through Faith in the Loxp A CHaRisT, cannot 
experimentally ſay of themſelves, Ve are Witneſe: if 

ibeſe Things. 


Heralds of Grace would you commence ? 

Of this, firſt, ſelf-experienc'd be ; 

Firſt, thro* thoſe Wounds you would diſpence, 
Yourſelf. be reconcil'd and free : 3 
When pard' ning Love and Grace you find, 
Then publiſh them to all Mankind. 
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' InFLvENCED by theſe Kinds of Conſiderations, 
he could not, while he remained himſelf under the 
Bondage of Unbelieſ, think of publiſhing Peace and 
Liberty to others. But the Caſe was, in ſome De- 

gree altered, after he had taſted that the Lord 15 

gracious, He was then drawn out more abundant!) 


with Love to Souls, and his Conviction became fill 
ſtronger 
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ſtronger, that he muſt preach CHRIST Jesvs to the 
People. 


Tx1s put him upon earneſt Prayer, and frequent 
Faſtings, to know, aſſuredly, the Will of Goo, in a 
Matter, which he nightly judged of fo great Moment. 
« I proftrated myſelf before the Loxy (ſays he) and 
© jntreated Him, to ſhew me His Pleaſure herein; 
to convince me by His Holy Spirit, whether the 
* Thoughts of my Heart were according to His holy 
« Will; and whether I ought to ſpeak in His Name ; 
© or if I was under a Deluſion, to ſhew me this 
* alſo, and deliver me from it. I could appeal to 
* the Searcher of Hearts, that I defired only to glo- 
* rify Him, and do His Will in all Things.“ He 
conducted himſelf in it with all poflible Secreſy; 
being even then perſuaded, that the Aﬀitrs of Gon 
are to be carried on without Noiſe; and that no Of- 
tentation ſhould be uſed even in forſaking all to ſerve 
Cuxisr, in this, or any other Way. And yet, © 
ſee him employ'd always for Gop, ſpending his 
Time only in reading, writing, exhorting others, 
and in profound Meditation, it was eaſy to imagine 
that he either projected ſomething for Gop's Glory, 
more than could be executed by him in private ; 
or, at leaſt, that whether he had any ſuch Deſign, 
or not, Gap meant it concerning him. | 


He ſtill kept the Affair within his own Breaſt, 
having mentioned it to no one Perſcn whatſoever; till 
fram ſome Words he occaſionally dropped, one Day 
among his Brethren, one of them gathered, that he 
had ſome Thoughts of that Kind. At length it be- 
came Matter of much, and earneſt Prayer, amon 
the moſt ſerious of his Chriftian Acquaiutance, with 
whom, afterwards, he held frequent Converfations 
on the Head ; being fearful of taking one Step in a 
Matter of ſo great Importance, without the cleareſt 
Intimations of the divine Good-Pleaſure, 
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22 tler Jewiſh or Gentil, by all their boaſted #11457 | 
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He had a weighty Senſe of the Greatneſs, and 
Awfulneſs of the Work, and wanted not his Diſcou- 
ragements from many a Quarter, ſuch, as had he 
conferred only with F/zf and Blood, conſulted his 
own Eaſe, and ſecular Advantages, would have en- 
tirely deterred him from ever attempting a Labour, 


_ expoſing him to ſo many Diſſiculties and Temptations, 


His Want of Academical Education, Honour and 
Dignities.(the only recommendatory Miniſterial Qua- 
Iikcations to the greater Part of Mankind) he knew 
would expoſe him to the Cenſure of many ; and he 
well knew, that to engage in the Endeavour of ſav- 
ing Souls from Death, was to commence War with 
Satan, and all the Sons of Diſobedience ; neverthe- 
leſs, being fully perſuaded of the Will of Gov, and 
not knowing how ſoon he might be in another 
World, the great Concernment of miſerable Souls, 
prevailed with him, at length, to engage in it: 
concluding, that if but one or two Perſons, might 


by his Means be won to Gop, it would eaſily re- 
compence any Treatment he might meet with in the 


World, He was fully diſpoſed to ſacrifice his Re- 
Putation, as well as Life, to advance the Kingdom 
of the Son of Goo. 


Hs judged that the Knowledge of Languages, and 


rBranches of human Literature, are highly expedi- 


ent, and in ſome Caſes neceſſary; but that however, they 


are not abſolutely ſo, in order to qualify a Man for 
1 the Goſpel with Succeſs. He knew that 
e might underſtand ſound Doctrine, and bl faft a. 


. Form of found Specch, without the Knowledge of ei- 


ther Latin, Greeh, or Hebrew. He nevertheleſs, at 
no Time ſpoke diſreſpectfully of Learning: quite the 
contrary ; but yet perceived with Adoration and A- 
mazement, the Signiſication of St. Paul's Words, with 
Reference to the divine Oeconomy, in the Manage- 
ment of the Affairs of His Kingdom: /t-7 t in be 
Mum of Gov ; according to his wiſe Diſpoſals, 
leaving them to make the Trial, 4 , whe- 


knew 


* 
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ine not Gon, it pleaſed Gop by the Fooliſbneſs of 
Preaching to ſave them that believe. (1 Cor. i. 21.) 


Hz well knew by this Time, that it is the Inpi- 
ration of the Almighty, that giveth heavenly Under- 
ſanding, which only, avails here; that the moſt 
ſhining Abilities, natural or acquired, without 755 
Wiſdom that is from above, and the Anointing of the 
Holy Ghoſt, are, in the Account of Gop, in reſpect 
of brinzing Sons to Glory, lighter than Vanity ; nor 
better than ſounding Braſi, or a tinkling Cymball. In 
Fact, that the Learning of this World, uſed other- 
wiſe, than in Subſervience to the true Intereſts of 
Jesvs Cari1$T, in teaching, and vindigating Sim- 
plicity, and Purity of Heart, and Subjection in Life 
to Him, rather feeds the Pride of human Under- 
ſtanding, and makes a Perſon more like Satan than 
he would be without it. But that rightly uſed, it is. 
2 good Gift of Gop, and greatly conducive to His 
Glory, | | CE 


Ix pEED from his earlieſt Days, it cannot he learned 
that he neglected any Means which was in his Power, 
for the cultrvating his Underſtanding, But he now | 
ſet bim ſeſf to this Point; impelled as it were there- 
to, from his ſtill being more abundantly preſſed in 
Spirit, concerning the Matter which he had fo lon 
in debate with himſelf ; but which was made no 
every Day, more plain to him. He therefor 
applied with all Diligence to what he judge 
tie moſt ſuitable Studies; in which he-ſpent th 
greateſt Part of his waking Hours, The Wor/ « 
Life had however, the chief Share of his Atten 
ton. He made this his one, favourite Study an 
Delight, from this Time eſpecially, till he cou! 
work no longer. In Truth 


* 


— above his Vears 
The Law of God he read, and found it ſweꝛt 
Made it his whole Delight, and in it grew 

To great Perfection. ME 
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- He read it much upon his Knees, in the Spirit of 
Prayer. The following is a Specimen only, of hi; 
continued Practice Lox Jesvs, Ilay my Soul at ih 
Feet to be taught and governed by Thee. Tale 
* the Vail from the Myſtery, and ſhew me th: 
Truth as it is in Thyſelf. Be Thou my Sun and 
* Star, by Day and by Night!“ This was the Way 
in which he ſought for Wiſdom to win Souls, and 
by which his. Profiting ſo viſibly appeared to all 
en. | 


*. His encreaſing Knowledge in the Things of Gov, 


was an additional Confirmation to him, of the divine 
Appointment concerning him. The hidden Tres. 
ſures, and Depth of Truth. in God's Word; His 


my ſterious Wiſdom. in the Methods of Salvation, 


were every Day, more and more clearly revealed to 
im. The ſealed Book was now opened, aud 


thereby, thro' the Aſſiſtance of the Spirit o/ Trutl, 


his Judgment grew clearer, and ſtronger, in the fun- 


damental Doctrines of Repentance, Juſtification and 


Holineſs. He profeſſes that, If at any Time he was 


in Doubt concerning any Point of Doctrine, or the 


Senſe of any Paſſage of Scripture, his divine Inſtruc- 
tor convinced him, That, either it was not needfu! 


for him to know it then; or if it was, directed him; 


; either immediately by Himſelf, through ſome divine 


Tmpreſſion, or the providential Proviſion of ſome Per- 


\ Jon or Book, whereby his Doubts were always ſolved. 


! 
+4 


Fux Concern which he felt for the Salvation of 
his Neighbour ſtill encreaſed upon him, and a burn 
ing Deſire that every Body might be as happy in 
the Loxb Jesus, as he felt himſelf, engroſſed all 
his Thoughts, and employed them about the mot 

robable Means of effecting his Deſire. The 
* Spirit of Gop (ſays he) now convinced me clearly, 
not only of Sin and of Righteouſneſs in my ow! 
Soul, but likewiſe How the Work of Converſion 
is to be carried on in the Souls of others. IWas 
athirſt for divine Knowledge, I deſired: to be 
"| ever 


* 
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t ever in the School of Chriſt, learning the Leſſons. 
of his Grace. The Glory of the Lord often paſſed 
before me in Prayer, and the Light of Eternity 
* ſhone upon my Soul, while my Loxp fed me as 
with Marrow and Fatneſs ! 


CHAP. XII. 
He: begins to Preach, 


THAT he had done hitherto, with Reference 
to the Converſion of Souls, was only as Oc- 
caſions offered themſelves, and Neceſſity obliged 
him to. The Peace, and Perfection of his own Soul, 
being his main Object of Concern, till Providence, 
having deſigned him for evangelical Uſein the mi- 
niſtry of the Goſpel, put him upon other, and more 
extenſive Meaſures for promoting the Kingdom of 
Jzsuvs CuRISr. | 


He began to conſider more nearly, that Souls hay» 
ing coſt our Saviour ſo dear, nothing could be done 
more acceptable to Him than to prevent their Loſs ; 
and that the Glory of Goy's Majeſty, did moſt ſhine 

in the Salvation df Sinners purchaſed with the Blood 
of his Son. Theſe, and ſuch like Confiderations 
kindled in him ſuch Love to all Mankind, that he 
could no longer refrain from ' exhorting, firſt 'his - 
Chriſtian Brethren, with all Fervour, to devote their 
Hearts without reſerve to Gon; and ſo indeed, every 
Soul with whom he had any Sort of Intercourſe. His 
Heart bled for poor . Sinners againſt Gov, 
and their own Souls. The Word of the Loa was 
in him, ſo that he could not but ſpeak. He knew 
not how to forbear publiſhing as on the Houſe-Top 
that infi ite Love which dealt ſo graciouſly wi 

himſelf. It is not enough (as his Conduct ſpoke) 
that I ſerve our LoD: all Hearts muſt love Him, 
and all Tongues muſt praiſe Him 4 1 
r ob. 
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Soy touched his Heart in ſuch a Manner as t, 
leave no Doubt whether this Appointment of him was 
from Heaven; and the Concurrence of outward Pro- 
vidences ſo confirmed his internal Perſuafion, that he 
could not, without manifeſt Diſobedience, refuſe to 
comply. Thus, freed from all farther Wavering and 
and Irreſolution within - himſelf, he became ſettled 
and confirmed in entering upon that Employment, 
(tho' exempt from Eaſe and Honour; expoſed to Con- 
tempt, and irkſome to Fleſh and Blood, however) 
which he verily believed, he ſhould wiſh he had dere 
at the Hour of Death, and in the Day of Judgment, 
when an Account muſt be rendered to Gov of all 
Human Words and Actions, | 


Ds nous therefore of a more enlarged Sphere to 
exerciſe his Lon p's Talent, and the Period of Time, 
affording a providential Proviſion for it, even out 
of the ordinary Way ; he. took. the Opportunity of 
his | preſent Connexions, and without looking far: 
ther, purſued the following Meaſures. * I opened, 
* (fays he) my Mind to that Man of Goh, the Rev. 
Mr. Jabs Wefiey. I ſpoke my Thoughts freely, 
and without Diſs niſe, . defiring his Advice on the 
* Qccafion ; which he ſweetly and humbly gave me: 
adding withal, That I might write to him after. 
* wards. I did fo, giving him a brief Account of 
my Converſion to Gop, and of what I experienced 
© 1n my Soul concerning Preathing. His Anſwer 
„ was as follows, 


My dear Brother 

It is hard to judge what Gop has called you 

to, till Trial is made. Therefore when you 
have an Opportunity, you may go to S/roni), 

and ſpend two or three Days with the People 

there. Speak to them in Tie. 


;  SHRONIL is a Village in the County of T7ipporary, 
diſtant from the Place he then reſided at (Ne- Mar kc) 
about Thirty Egli Miles. The Inhabitants, many 


- 
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to whom were Proteſtant Diſſenters, had ſometime 
before gladly received the Word of Gop from the 
Uettodifis, Thither he went, accompanied by one of 
his own Brothers, and another of, his Chriſtian Bre- 
tren; having been commended to the Grace of our: 
oxy JesVs CHRIST, by the earneſt Prayers of ſe- 
ral of the Children of God. * We walked it, (ſays 
he) and gave ourſelves to 1. Aa converſing of the 
Things of the Kingdom of Heaven, and exhorting 


thoſe we met with in the Way to fear the Lorp, 
and depart from Evil.” wn | © 


Tux arrived there the next Day, which was in 
July 1750. The Brethren received them kindly in 
he Loxd, tho? they were unknown to them by 
ace, And having had Knowledge of his Errand, 
nd informed their Neighbours, there were aſſembled 
n the Evening in a large Barn, a conſiderable Con- 
repation, to whom, for the firſt Time, he preached 
he Word of G op, chooſing for his firſt Text, the 
Vords of St. Pau/, Therefore wwe conclude that a Mau 
jaftified by Faith without the Deeds of the Lato.“ 


He did fo again the next Morning, on Being ju/- 
ted by Faith, we bare Peace with Gov, thro our 
08D Jesus CHRIST, (Ron. v. 1.) And in like Man- 


er, Morning and Evening, during the few Days he 
yed among them. | ? 


And the Loxp bore Teſtimony to the Word of 
Grace. For altho' ſome, (as has always been 
e Caſe,*) contradifted and mocked, yet others 
ere deeply affected and ſome were turned to the 
0D, © SO gracious was Gop (as he adds) to own "© 
the Labour of his poor Creature, and to bleſs the 
Word of his weakeſt and meaneſt Meſſenger. 
Not unto me, but unto thy Name be the 


— Glory ! 


Jene ſaid be is @ good Man, others ſaid nay, but be decei verb the 
b. * believed and ſome contradict ed and blaſphemed : So it 


in the Days of our Lox», and of bis Apoſtles, and will it not 
bto the End of World ? | 


Rom. ü i. 28, _ 
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Glory! O Gop, Thou haſt done the Work, 
© Thou” didf give the Word, and didſt alſo apy 
it; for Thou only canſt turn the Hearts «« 


* < the Diſobedient to the Wiſdom of the Juſt. 0 


© my Gon, ſtand by me till ; and as hitherto They 
© haſt helped me, never leave nor forſake me. Bu 
keep my, Soul in Peace, and give me a humble 
and a meek Spirit. Let me real diligently in 
© thy Vineyard, and ſpend my Life and Strength i 
the Labour of Love. Amen, Loxp Jtsvs !' 


5 Tavs have we brought to a Concluſion what ws 


propoſed in this firſt Part; having ſeen him from hi 
Youth, . thro? the various Stages of the Travel of hi; 


Soul, the whole Proceſs of his Converſion, till 1; 


Heart being ſet at Liberty, by the Son of Gov, |: 
began to run the Ways of His Commandments wit 


great Joy; and to publiſh the Voice of W:i/dom to al 


around him.. It remains, to give ſome Account 
of his Labours, various Trials, and Succeſs in the 
Loxp's Work, together with the general Tenor of 
his Life, and Experience, till Gop was pleaſed i 
call im Hence. | 


"END OF THE FIRST PART, 
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Not more remote from /uferings, than from Him, 
Whoſe laviſh hand, whoſe love ſtupendous pours 


So much of deity on guilty duſt, | 
Virtue's Apoligy, 


—— 


. _— „ 
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C N 
Of his entire Application to Preaching the Goſpel, 


, 
EN T being now, no longer Matter of doubt, 
7 I what the Will of Gop was concerning 


him ; Trial having been made, and the 
Frait anſwering to the Deſign, he re- 
KEE ſolved to defer = longer, during up the 
Gift of Gop which was in him. Setting aſide there- 
fore every other Concern; and Employment, he de- 
voted himſelf entirely to the Work which he be- 
lieved God had aſſigned him. He ſet out with a 


Reſolution to give himſelf up wholly to the Dictates of 


the Holy Glen, and to be ready to go what Way ſo- 
| : Ws -- . ever 
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ee.rer the Voice of Heaven ſhould call him. And that 
his Underſtanding might not be diſſipated, and ſcat- 
tered upon divers Objects, and ſo have leſs Foree 
to enter deep into the Things of Gop, he began his 
Work with applying himſelf altogether to-the Study 
of the Holy Scriptures, and to Prayer. And the 
Proficiency, which by thoſe Means he made daily, 
in th Wi/dom that is from above, quickly appeared. 
He truly laboured in the Word, and faithfully and 
fervently.enforced the divine Truths he learned there- 
from. His Soul became ſtrangely enlarged in La- 
hours of Love for the Salvation of his Neighbour; 
while he imparted to them abundantly, what Gov 
had ſo richly, and fo freely beſtowed upon him. 


TE Words of our Lox p Jesus CHRIST were in 
gens exceeding precious to-him; and from his 
rſt Acquaintance with them, his whole Delight 
and his Counſellors. The whole of his following 
Conduct, to his Death, ſeemed influenced by thaſe 
Words of Car15T (applicable to all real Chriſtians) 
Ye are the Salt of the Earth, Je are the Light of the 
Morld. 4 City jet apmm an Hill cannot be bid: Neither 
% Men (much leſs Gop) /ght a Candle, to put it under 
a Buſkel, that is, hide it; bt on 4 Candleftick,* that 
it may give Light to all about it. And St. Peter, 
As every Man has received' a Gift, even ſe miniſter the 
fame one to another, as good Stewards »f the mani ſold Gr ace 


 ef.Gov. + * | 


And now, the Divine Providence concurring 
with his Convictons and Inclination, made his Way 
clear, to put into Execution what he had been ſo long 
deliberating upon. Conferring therefore no longer 
with Fleſh and Blood, and reſolving to deny himſelf, 
and take up his Croſs to follow Jzsvs, he bid fare- 
wel to his Kindred, and to his Acquaintance in 


gereral. Chooſing the Loxp for his ſole * 
| e 


Matthew v. 13,16, Þ+ 1 peter iv. 10. 


he literally left all,“ and went out into the wide 
World, entirely unanxious about what he ſhould 
eat, or what he ſhould drink, or wherewithal he 
ſhould he cloathed, being fully perſuaded, that an- 
entire Reliance on Gop was all Things. He went 
to ſpend his Life in- beſeeching Sinners to be re- 
conciled to Goo. Thus, | 


„% By CarisT Himſelf ordain'd and ſent, 
| An Herald of redeeming Grace, 
Eager to the Highways he went, : 
And fil'd the Land with Jesv's-Praiſe !?? 


This was about the latter End of Azew/f 1750, 
when going from the Place of his Nativity to Line- 
rick, he had daily Opportunity of publiſhing thoſe 


glad Tidings, which he firſt heard in that City, and- 


which became the Power of Gop to his Salvation. 
At firſt, he commonly expounded the Scriptures e- 
very Morning. And after a little While, both Even- 
ing and Morning, with much Earneſtneſs exhorted 
and beſought Multitudes, who attended his Diſ- 
courſes, to /eek the Lok p while He may be found. 


Ap it pleaſed Gop immediately to bear Teſti- 


mony to h Word of His Grace by him. Several Per- 
ſons who heard him, and who, till then, - had been 


careleſs and utterly unconcerned about the Matter, 
became ſeriouſly concerned for their Salvation; 
while, in the mean Time others, who having been 


deeply diſtreſſed with the Guilt of Sin, and Fear of 
Puniſhment; felt his Word both LS. 
. 


* Whoever coaſiders the Inſtance mentioned Mark, 12. 41-44. 
The Eſtimate which the Judge of ali Paſſes upon the moſt ſpecious 
outward Actions, will eahly perceieve, that ig is not the Greatneſs” 
of a Work, er the Quantity and Value, in human Eſtimation of 


what any one forſakes for Him, which Gop regards; but rather 
the Spirit and Principle, whence an Action great or ſmall proceeds, 


Mary that toere rich caft in much, And à certain poor M idm 


caſt in two Mites, which make a Fartbing. And Jzs8vs ſaid 


Veri I ſy unto you, that this poor Widyto bath caſt in more than 


they all, who bave caſt into the Treaſury, 
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«@ Heal and exhilerate their broken Heafls, 
Tho' plung'd before in Horrors deepeſt Night,” 


Hz was about this Time called to bear Reproach 
for his Work's Sake. The Minds of ſome Perſons 
became evil affected towards him. The Intereſts of 
the God of this World, had already ſuffered Loſs by 
his Zeal, and unwearied Diligence in promoting 
the Kingdom of Jesus CnRISsTͤH; and they were in 
Danger of ſuffering yet more, Satan therefore muſ- 
tered up his Wiles (which God permitted for wiſe 
Ends) and by every Means endeavoured to prevent 
as much as poſſible the Fruit of his Labours. 


Hrs unpoliſhed Youth ; his Roughneſs both of 
Addreſs and Dialect, owing partly to natural Tem- 
rer, partly to having been brought up much in the 
Country, (like, to compare little Things with great, 
another Preacher of Repentance, coming out of 


tb Wilderneſs) and partly to his having been for- 


rmerly of the Church of Rem?® ; but more than all, 
his being a Native of that Neighbourhood, gave 
| ſome Perſons a pretended fair Occaſion for being 
deeply offended at him, who expreſſed it by their 
| unkind, and uncivil Treatment towards him. f This 


There is in ſome Parts of Frelond a very remarkable Differ- 
ence between the Diale# of the Proteſtants, and Romaniſts, even 
5 of the. ſame County or Pariſh, What is called the By egue, in its 

Exceſs is a Sort of Shibboleth for the Latter; and among the Younger | 
Sort of Proteſtants eſpecially, a Term of Reproach. I remember 
it was a very common Objection to him, when he preached firſt 

in the Town of my Nativity. g 5 


+ It generally holds that a Teacher ſent from Gep, is not fo 
acceptable to his Neighbours as to Strangers, They cannot ſuffer 
that he who was before equal with, or below themſelves, ſhould 
now dear a ſuperior Character. The Reaſon of Man cannot 
fomprehend how Gop ſhould abaſe himſelf for his Sake. His 
Pride wi l not own and receive the Wiſdom of Gep, unleſs it be 
accompanied with bis Geeatneſs and Glory. In ſhort, a Preacher 
of the Goſpel ought to be as aMelchiſedec, of whom we know, no- 
thing, but only that he is a Servant of Cyn1sT, who preaches 


| His Truth, and is the frſt to put it in Practice. 
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I had from ſome of the Perſons themſelves, a con- 
ſderable Time after, who mentioned it to their own - 
Reproach, that he, whom then they ſo loved and 
honoured, was nevertheleſs, once the Obe& of their 
Contempt and Scorn. ; 


Bur as he ſought not his own Things, neither ſtrove 
to pleaſe Man, having inView only the Glory of Goo, 
and the Good of Souls, this did not in the. leaſt 
camp his Fervour, or retard his Progreſs, As he 
ſaw daily the Fruit of his Labours, ſo he was not to 
be hindered, or diſcouraged by any Treatment of 
himſelf ; Rather he rejoiced in Contempt. for his 
Maſter's Sake, and could feelingly ſay of it, 


Now, ſince with thee my Lot is caſt, 
I bleſs my Gov's Decree : + 

Embrace with Joy what He embrac'd 
And live, and die with thee. 


Thro' thee we tread the ſhining Way, 
Which Saints, and Martyr's trod, 

Shake off the Frailty of our Clay, 
And wing our Way to Goo... 


Preſent to end the doubtfull Strife 
Thine Aid we timely feel; - 
Confirm'd by thee, tho' warm in Life, 
Bid the vain. World farewell. 


He had put bis Hand to the Plough ( Luke ix. 62.) and 
having counted the Coſt, ſettled it in his Heart not” 
to look back. He waxed ſtill ſtronger, and grew 
erery Day more mighty in the Scriptures, -and in 
Conformity to our Load, as well as more inftru- - 
mental in bringing others acquainted with {be on/y- 
irue God, and our Saviour. JESUS CHRIST. 


Turms are many - Inſtances of the good Effects 
of theſe his firſt Labours. It plainly appeared that 
the Word of Gop in his Mouth was attended with 


111 
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. the Power of the — Ghoſt. It was not an un- 


common Caſe, for Perſons to be ſo penetrated by his 
awakening and feryent Diſcourſes, as even to reſolve 
not to leave the Place, till they ſhould find Reſt to 
their heavy laden Souls. And the Inſtances were 
not a few, to whom the God of Love condeſcended 
even in this Particular by ſending then the Spirit if 
Adoption into their Hearts, teftifying Thy Sins are fir. 
gien; and enabling them 79 cry Abba, Father. 


His Time was now wholly taken up in ſearching, 
expounding, and enforcing the Scriptures, which 


he did both in Public and in Private; in Prayer, 


viſiting the Sick, and whatſoever other particular 
Employment's occaſional, or ſtated, had any Rela- 
tion to his one Purpoſe of ſpending, and being ſpert 
in the Service of his only Loxp and Maſter Jesvs 
Cnar1sT. And having been thus employed at L. 
merick for ſome Time, Fis Inclination led him, and 
it was judged expedient, that he ſhould. go and preach 


the Goſpel in other Places alſo. 


K. 
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Ie goes imo the Provinees of Leinſter and Connought 


and preaches the Word there. 


'F 1 Way into thoſe Parts had, in ſome Degree, 
been _ before him: many having re- 
ecived that Goſpel, which he preached from others 


of his Brethren. He followed them flaming with 


Deſire for the Salvation of Souls, and with Zeal. for 
the Glory of his Maſter. And Gov, who is pleaſed 
by — diſproportionate Cauſes, to produce the 
greateſt Effects, did, by Means of this ſtripling cauſe. 
to be called to Remembrance the Sins of many ſtout- 


i ne Go/ia/”;,, whom at length the Goſpel reduced 
His 


the Obedience of ChA18. 
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His Labours now, where greater than any he had. 
hitherto known; for beſide preaching always twice, 
(unleſs when Sickneſs prevented) and ſometimes 
thrice a Day, he often travelled many Miles between. 
But it was rendered pleaſant to him, doing it hear- 
tily as to the Loxp. Where Love is there is no La- 
bour, and if there be Labour, the Labour is loved, 
Yes, it carries a Burden without a Burden. For a. 
while, all his Attempts ſucceeded, and his Endea- 
yours were crowned with much ſucceſs. Multitudes 
of People of all Denominations attended his Preach- 
ing, in the Towns and Villages, wherever he came; 
ſo that in a little Time he was generally known. 
all around the Country. 


Now therefore did the Gop of this World ſo 
fir up his Emiſſaries, that no leſs than the tak - 
ing away his Life was deſigned. He has been ſome- 
times Way-laid in his journey, and eſcaped their 
Hands,. only by remarkable Interpofitions of divine- 
Providence. may perhaps be tedious to enu-- 
merate all the Inftances. The following I-ſet down. 
abridged from his Journal. A 


* Thurfiay,. Fan. 4, 1750. With muck Weakneſs. 
* of Body, I preached this Morning, and ſoon after 
* ſet out for Roſprea, About a Mile from the Towm 
* I met a large Company, armed with Clubs. Se- 
© yenty-eight. Men were ſworn upon the Occafion.. 
At the firſt Sight. of them, I was a little daunted; 
but I prayed to the Lox p for Direction, and was 
* ſtrengthened. They compelled: me to alight, ſay- 
f ng, They would bring a Miniſter of the Church 
© of Eiland, and a Romiſb Prieſt to talk with me. E 
© let them know I contended with na Man concern-' 
© ing Opinions, nor preached againſt any particular 
6.0 eb. but againſt Sin and Wickedneſs in a//, IL 
*fatd, ſuppoſing three Perſons among you of dif- 
* ferent Denominations ; it may be a Churchman,, 
© 4 Quaker, and Papiſt, fitting down and drink-" 
* ing tw Exceſs, begin to diſpute, each +4 : 
: 6 | 
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© that his was the beſt Religion: Where is the Re. 

© ligion of all theſe Men? Surely: they are without 

any, unleſs it be that of Be/ia/. They are of their 

Father the Devil, while his Works they do. And 

if they live and die in this Condition, Hell muſt 

be their eternal Portion. This they could not 
« gainſay,” | | 


.* ArTzr ſome further Diſcourſe. on the Deſign of 
my coming to preach the Goſpel to them, and 
appealing to themſelves concerning the Neceſſity 
of it, their Rage ſeeined a little abated, and then 
told me they would let me go on Condition that J 
would ſwear never more to come to Roſgrea, But 
when I reſolutely refuſed this, they conſulted on 
* rougher Meaſures ; and after much Debate, were 
determined to put me into a Well, which they had 
prepared for that Purpoſe. They hurried me a- 
way into the Town, where-I was ſurrounded, as 
« by ſo many Human Wolves, They held a Con- 
« ſaltation again, and reſolved either to make me 
« ſwear, that I would never more come thither, or 
« elſe to put me into the Well. . But I refuſed either 
* to ſwear or promiſe. Some then cried vehemently 
that I ſhould go into the Water, but others con- 
* tradicted, and as poſitively ſaid I ſhould not.” 


V 


After ſome Time, the Pariſh Miniſter. came, 
© who behaved well, and defired I might be ſet at 

„Liberty. They conſented, provided I would go 
out of Town immediately. From an Inn, where 
they confined me, they brought me out into the 
« Street, and it being Market-Day, I began to preach 
to the People. But taking me by the Back, they hurl'd 
me before them out of Town. At length. I got on 
. Horle- back, and taking off my Hat, I prayed for 
them ſome conſiderable Time, I then called upon 
them in the Name of Gop, for CarisT's Sake, 
* to repent ; and told them, As to myſelf, in the 
5 Cauſe of Gov, I feared neither Devils nor Men . 
chat to do their Souls good was my ſole , 
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of coming among them, and that if Gov . per- 
nitted they might put me in the Well, or even 
ſtone me, that be it how ut would, I was con- 
tent,” 


« I came off from them at Length in Peace of 
Conſcience, and Serenity of Mind. From the firſt 
of it to the laſt, I was not the leaſt diſturbed, nor 
ſtirred in * or Malice towards them. O 
Cop, it is Thou alone that haſt wrought this 
Deliverance for me, in reftraining the Malice of 
Men and Devils, not ſuffering them to hurt me, 
hen they roſe up againſt me. Therefore with , 
ingels, and Archangels, I laud and magni 74 
holy Name; thy tender Mercy and paternal At- 

2 towards me, O holy Father, Son and Holy 

oſt. | 

Hrs Labours in that Place were not however, in 
n; there — 4 ſome Fruit to the Glory of 

dv, He had been there both before this Oppo- 
on, and likewiſe afterwards ; by which Means, 
„the Bleſſing of Heaven upon his Endeavours, 
re were 8 together a few who departed 
m Evil, bringing forth the Fruits of Repentance, 
| who met frequently together to ſtrengthen each 
Id Hands in OD, 


: abode in thoſe Parts for ſome Months, and 
it thro? much, both evil and good Report; while 
dy about daily, he endeavoured by all Means the 


\ 


Neceſſaries for his Body, now every Day im- 
Lin its Health, thro' the Greatneſs of his Fa- 
s. But this by no Means dampt the Fervour 
s Spirit, and Concern which he felt for periſh- 
Unners, t Numbers of whom were preſent 
View wherever he came. A Deſire of being 
mental towards opening their Eyes, and turn- 
dem to God, brought him amongſt them; nor 
by Petſonal Inconveniences reſpecting him 
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verſion of their Souls, He often wanted pro- 
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felf, alter his Purpoſe, till Providence directed ki; 
Way elſewhere... 
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CH A P. II. 


Some farther Account of the Troubles he met wi 
on Account of preaching the Goſpel. 


| UR Saviour, on a certain Occafion, ſaid 0f 

His Kingdom, If it were of this World, th 
would my Seryants fight, that I ſhould not be de- 
hvered into the Ha ds of the Genti/es, Satan on the 
contrary, is ſaid to be a Prince, and the God of thi 
World: And alas, how numerous are his poor Vaſal! 
When therefore his Servants perceive their Maſter' 
Kingdom in Danger, they do fight, leſt it ſhould be 
lubjefted to its rightful Lox n. 


And: titis ſeems to be the true Reaſon of all thit 
r which the Goſpel of CHRIST has met 
with, almoſt ever ſince its firſt Eſtabliſhment. That thi 
did not ceaſe with the Heathen Perſecutions, Church 

_ Hiſtory abundantly teſtifies ; as does in Reality, th 
Experience of every Child of Gop. As it was 0 
old Time. ſo has it been ever ſince, He that was bv 
after the Fliſh,. perſecuted him that wa, born fler 
Spirit, He thet departeth from Evil, . maketh bine 
Prey. And all that will live godly in CHRIST Js 
fall ſuffer Perſecution,* more or lefs, of one Kind 
other. Every Son of Difobedience, whoſe Rule 
the Prince of the Power of the Air is, always has bee 
and ever will be, an Enemy to the Seed of the Wins 
and the Propagation of his Kingdom. CHRIST ei 
reſly ſays of his real Diſciples, Je are nt if 
erld, if ye were, the World wonld love its on ; 
betauſe ye are not of this World, (your Maxims, Ten 
pers, and Actions, are quite oppoſite to theirs) thr 
Lore the: World bateth you. And again, in the oerl i 
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ul! baue Tribulation. And hence that Caution of the 
loved Diſciple, Marvel not, my Brethren, if the 
ld hate you. Whoever endeavours to live ſo as 
[;5vs did, muſt of Neceſſity be treated as he. was. 


Axp hence only can be accounted for that frequent 
Oppoſition, which this Servant of Cyr1sT, burning 
rich Deſire to promote, and ſee the. Kingdom of 
op. come with Power, met with from thoſe of a 
ontrary Spirit, amongſt moſt Denominations af 
'kriſtians, ſo called, wherever he came. Some, 
is true, in almoſt every Place, received the Word 
lady, while others not only did not regard it, but 
rated him with Unkindnefs, if not roughly hand- 
ed him, even to abuſive Language, Blows, or Im- 
priſonment, 0 - 


aon of my firſt Knowledge of him, happened in 
the Town of my Nativity, 1n the County, and about 
venty Miles from the City of Cori, 


Ar the repeated Requeſt of ſome of the Inha- 
itants, he went — accompanied by a few 
riends from the Town of Bandon, June 11. 1752. 
he Magiſtrate, who was alſo Rector of the Pariſh, 
de Rev. Mr. William Ellis, was applied to for the 
ſe of the Market-Houſe to preach in Which after 
e had with Diſpleaſure refufed, it was propoſed, that 
e ſhould preach at a ſmall Diſtance from the Town. 
hither he went accompanied by Multitudes, to 
om, under the Canopy of the out ſpread Firma- 
dent, near a ſpacious Strand, and ſhaded by a 
reading Tree, he fully and affectionately declared 
e Goſpel of the Grace of Gov. 


Ir the Time he had got to the Place appoint- 
„ the Magiſtrate had ſent his Serjeants to for- 
id him preaching,” But being (to uſe his own 
Words') of the Opinion, that on, this Occaſion, 
t was better to obey Gop rather than Man! He 
B 2 „ ſtept 
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Tas following Inſtance, and which-was the Oc- - 


. 
: 
, 
' 


* 
4 = 
— — — — — a—2—⅛ũ—zʒ on, 
— — - 1 — — 


„ 


84 The Life and Death of 
Kept up upon a Table prep: for that P 
— — opening his little Bible be; 8 
them, Fob. xxi. 3. Suffer me that I may Ipcal, 
after that I have ſpoken, mick on, The ſeaſonal 
ſingularity of the very Text, ſo excited their, de 
Serjeants) Attention, that they permitted him u 
Kniſh quietly, themſelves attending all the While, 


From this Paſſage he took Occaſion to preach 7, 
fus and him crucified, and endeavoured to ſet him forth 
evidently as crucified before our Eyes. The Word wy 
in Truth with Power. Several Faces were turne 
to Paleneſs and wet with Tears, while he urgedij 
home upon the Conſcience, that our Sins were th 
Cauſe of His Death, the betrayers and Murc 
of the Son of Gov. And alas, How true! 


Yes, charg'd with all our Guilt he Rood, 
Sinners from ſuff ring to redeem, 'S 
For U, he pour'd out all his Blood, 

He pour'd it out to cleanſe from Sin. 


For O! devoid of Sin and free | 

From Actual, or entail'd Offence, 

No Sinner in himſelf he was 
But pure and perfect Innocence 


- Surely for us he humbled was, 

And priev'd with Sorrows not his Own, 
Of all. his Woes, We were the Cauſe 

We fill'd his Soul with Pangs unknown. 


Yes, Logo with our Tranſgreſſions ſtain'd, 
For my Offence Thou wounded was, 
Mine were the Sins that bruiſed and pain'd, 
And ſcourg'd and nail'd Thee to the Croſs 


T2 25 ana e. SS A ESECETL 


— 
I 


th 


— 
SSN 2 


On his return into the Town, he was ſeized h 
the Officers, and brought before the Magifirats 
followed by an aftoniſhed Multitude. Being akt« 

many and various Queſtions concerning 42 V q 
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he anſwered fully, and without Fear. The Conver- 
ſation laſted near an Hour, in which he largely ex- 
plained himſelf, giving the Reaſons of his Conduct; 
and alledging in its Behalf, Precedents both from 
Scripture and from Antiquity, . 


Bur Mr. Ellis, having predetermined what he 
would do, was not to be moved by Arguments. He 
therefore let him know, that unleſs he would pro- 
miſe to preach no more in % Way, at leaſt not in 
thoſe Parts, he ſnould be committed to Priſon with- 
out Delay. He reply'd, That as he had been 
' ſo earneſtly importuned to come there, he could 
not, in Conſcience, promiſe not to come; and 
aſked, © Are there no Swearers,  Drunkards,  Sab- 
bath-breakers, and the like, in thoſe Parts?“ 
Being anſwered, There are.“ He added, that If 
aſter he had preached there a few Times, there ap- 
peared to be no Reformation for the better amongſt 
them, he would never come thither more. But it ſeem'd 
reſolved, that all he might ſay, ſnould notbe regarded; 
and was at length ordered to Priſon. He went thi- 
ther with all Readineſs, and eſteemed it Matter of 
Thankſgiving, that his Loa p counted him worthy, 
to ſuffer Reproach for His Name's-ſake, © 


SEVERAL Perſons accompanied him into 
the Priſon, where, during the whole Time, he, 
with his Friends, ſang Praiſes to Gov, and ex- 
horted the People. The Street was erouded, ſome 
laying one Thing, and ſome another; in general 
however, they were diſpleaſed at his Confinement ; 
and almoſt the whole Town ſeemed concerned in 
his Behalf. He ſtill (as far as his Voice would 
reach) preached to them thro' the Window. 


The Inhabitants ſhewed the utmoſt Civility to- 
wards. him; and not knowing how long he might 
be-confined there, they provided Bedding and Pro- 
nin, for him an- * But it was 
Dr b . bt. 1 not 
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not long before the- Magiſtrate ſent to let him * 
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+ Likewiſe, by the Time he had begun, | the ho 
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„Coming out, and ſeeing; ſuch a Number of People 
he would fain, weak and fatigued as he was, has 
„Heer to them ; but was diſſuaded by his Friends 
e then went to a private Room, and exhorted til 
Ten o'Clock, as many as came to him, which wer 
not a few. = $. : | | 


H went thither twice afterwards, and tho' fl 

with much Contradiction, preached: ta them that 

_ Goſpel, which is the Potoer of . Gop 1% SU. 5. 

His Endeavours however were, not all loft. Ther: n 
are to this Hour ſome of the Fruit of his Laboursin WM; | 
that Place; Perſons to whom, becauſe. of the hel 

_ fing which Cob made him to their Souls, his Me. 


mory will be for evex precious, thi 


2 ; N » 3 | 
be following Inſtance kappened in the North e vo 


*, Jraland, ſome conſiderable Time after the preced-il ve 


ing, at a Place called Nero Toro, whether he went en Pa 
the Lory's Day. 192 


Ar che. Deũre of ſeveral Perſons, ke intended sp. 
„to, have preached in a Place called the Chr: luc 
Sereen, where were aſſembled, a large Company, pr. 
hear him. But while his Hands were lifted up i am 
„Prayer, there came one Mr. Mortimer, a Preſbytcrinl of. 


and with him ſeveral hundred Perſons, and takin MM fuc 


bold of him by the Breaſt, pulled him with Violence ef 


to the Ground. They hauled him thro' the Mov 
:6 and had well nigh choaked him, when one Mr. Bier 
. #reed him from the Hands of him who held hin Co 
4 and for which, he was ſoon ſtruck to the Ground hin he 
ble ed net 2 5 | | 
321 got free, it grieved him exceed 
Ingly, to fee, ſuch a willing Multitude diſappoint Wl 
ed, and being. importuned thereto, by, ſome wil © 
. earneſtly deſired to hear. the Word; he went to 
Place at ſome Diſtance, from the former. But he 
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perſons purſued him; perceiving therefore that it 

„ WH was vain to attempt r in the midſt of ſuch 
e, Diturbance, he retired to a little Houſe in a Gar- 
ve Len, at Come ſmall Diſtance. But neither here could 
b. Je be at Reſt ; the: Mob followed, and to avoid 

il Bi their Fury, he was obliged to wade thro” wet Mea- 
e dows, and then climb over the Mountains, till wet 

'and weary, we (he had one Perſon with him) 

' exme to the Houſe of one Mr. Anbey, who ſup- 
| plied us with all we wanted. His tender, 
hat broken Conſtitution could not however, endure this 
1. Fatigue, without feeling its Effects. He was obli 
ere Wi therefore in a few Days to take to his Bed, where 
vin za Fever confined him for ſome Time. * S493 53444 


Ve. Ir need not be diſſembled, that the Authors of 
tiis Outrage towards a Stranger, never there before, 
aud chargable with no Crime, ſave that of endea- 

e vouring, diſintereſtedly to ſave Souls from Death, 

ced· ¶ vere a Company of Prez3terians (as are a principal 

teu Part of the Inhabitants of the North of Ireland.) 
But alas! what are Names? Liberty of Conſcience, 
and Right of private ſudgment, “ are indeed good and 
nde ſpecious Words. But how reconcilable they are to 
ure doch Conduct as this, let all the World judge. He 
ve profeſſes, that in all his Journeyings, and Intercourſe: 

p 11 among People of moſt Denominations, in the Courſe 

rin et his Employments for Gon, he had met with no 

King fuch Treatment: No; not among the moſt enraged! 

lencq of the Romanifis themſelves. a Hai „n 


732 L527 IE 
Bier Taz State of his. Heart, to which in all-outward: 
him Commotions, as well as in his more calm Receſſes, 
hun WY he conſtantly attended, he expreſſes on the preſent 
Occaſion thus. In the midſt of it all, my Mind was 
calm. I had no remarkable Conſolation, or 
ccd Fear, or Sorrow, I prayed for them, and do ſtill 
point pray God to forgive them, and not lay this Sin 
b e heir Charge. | ; 
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I paſs over a number of other [Inſtances of the 
Oppoſition he met with, in the Exerciſe of his Cal. 
ling, of a private as well as publick Nature ; and 
only mention * as a Specimen of the Spirit of 
the World in Reference to him; and of the Malice 
which Satan bears to Gop's Kingdom, and Servants 

in general. 
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ad va bas OBE: A FN. W. 
A ſhort Account of th. Endeavours of the Roni 
Clergy, to prevent his Uſefulneſs among their Pes 
ple. The Means he made Uſe of to inſtruct them, 
and the Succeſs which hs met with therein. 


OTWITHSTANDING the ſtrict Laws which are 

in Force,to prevent the Propagation of Popery 
id theſe: Kingdoms, und to reſtrain the Attempts of 
Namib Prieſt and Jeſuits ;* it is no Secret, that both 
in Ireland and England, their Endeavours, are as 
unwearied as ever.. They compaſs Sea and Land, 
all round the Globe, and hardly ſtick at any Thing | 
that may contribute towards their making Pro- ee. 
ſelytes. | nid 


Tus Endeavours of this Servant of CnRIsT, i 
to convert to HIM, Members of that Commu- for 
nion, ſtirred up their Clergy againſt him where- it 
ver he came. His Name was well known in ng 
all their Churches; and in whatſoever Place BF iu 
there; appeared but a Probability of his 2 ſer 
| - t 


In the Reigns of King William and Queen Mary, there 
were Several Acts cf Parliament made for checking the Growth 
of Popery in Ireland: One of which made Pro viſion; that after the 
Death of the then Popiſh Clergy, there never ſhould be an Ecc le · 
Faftic of that Religion in the Nation, And theſe Laws are yet 
Kanding in the Statute Books of that Kingdom, Yet, it fil 
1 more aud more with Popiſh Prieſts and Friars. It by 

ten computed that there are not leſs than two Thouſa 
Emiſſaries, dependent on Rome, employed continually, in England, 
Ireland and Scotland, | | : . 


Mr. Thomas WALSH. 59 
e Prieſts took care, to render him -as obnoxious to 
the People as they poſſibly could; inſomuch, that 
they ſtuck at Nothing, never ſo falſe, to com- 
paſs their End. They however carefully avoided 
is having Opportunity to talk with themſelves. I 
do not find, that from the Time of his leaving their 
Communion, he had ever any ſettled, perſonal Inter- 
0 views with them, altho' for the Sake oſ their poor 

onorant People, for whom. he had the tendereſt 

Compaſſion, he has frequently deſired it; ſometimes 
eren in Publick. One Occaſional Converſation only, 
„ (ic One of their Prieſts, on Board a Ship, in a 
1 Paſage from £ng/and to Dublin, he relates, as follows, 
n, We diſcourſed on the following Particulars. 1. Con; 

© cerning the Pope's Infallibility. 2. Tranſubſtantia- 


+ tion. 3. Invocation of Saints. 4. Purgatory. But he 
re could not withſtand the Foree of plain Scripture, 


ry WH and therefore withdrew. - The Company were 
of greatly pleaſed to find, how little the Rami 

th have to ſay for themſelves, when oppoſed by Ar- 
1 guments taken from Scripture and Reaſon.* 


ng WHaTEver is the Motive, of endeavouring to 
o- Wcttain in Ignorance, the Generality of that Comma 

nion, || certain it is, that Fear of the contrary, oc- 

caſioned the conſtant Oppoſition of their Prieſts to 
r, is unwearied Endeavours among them, for the in- 
u- {Wining their Judgment, and Reformation of their 
e- life. They not only propagated a Variety of ly- 
in ng laſinuations, to prevent their People's Refort to 
ce lis Sermons, for which Multitudes of them diſco- 
g, MWittcd ſo great an Inclination ; but likewiſe forbad 
he my of them to hear him, under Pain of Damen- 

uon. Ts i: ESE + A | r. 
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ili n Order of Friars in Italy, were profeſfedly called Frame 
herantie the ignorant Brethren, Fhey were bound by Ou 
wither te k now, learn, or underftand any thing at all, and aa 
mi Quetions r 
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« In. one Place, (C——/) the Prieſt informed his 
Congregation, (to ſuch low Shifts were they driven) 
and induſtridafly. ſpread abroad, that he had been 
1 certain Prieſt, and that having 
ſwlen his Maſter's Books, he learned to preach 
by that Means.“ 8 


Tux Conduct of another of them at C—#, was 
fill more extraordinary. There was in that Places 
vaſt Reſort of Catbolicts (fo called) to his Sermons, 
which were often under the open Firmament, as well 
as daily within Doors, both in if and Exeliſ 
and among the Ramaniſis, who were happily ſlirred 
up thereby, to a Concern for their Salvation, there 
was one elderly Woman, who had been in ſone 
religious Office among them. She entirely forſook 
their Communion, conſtantly attended his Sermon, 
and thenceforward, received the Loxp's Supper i 
the Church of England. | 1 


Tur. Bemiſb Prieſts became ſtrangely irritated, 
and laboured vehemently to ſtop the growing Evil; 
to which End, one of them affirmed to the People, 
mat“ As to that Halſb, who had ſome Time be- 
fore turned Heretic, and went about preaching, he 
had been dead long ago: and that he, who then 

| ached in this Manner; was but the Devil in his 
of ney g heoracamry pie % 5 
„ Bur their Endeavours, proved in great Meaſur: 
ineffectual; for, however a few — cared 
thut little abdut the Matter, might have received il 
-Jnprefſions from ſuch malicious, or miſtaken Inf 
nuations ; yet ſeyeral of their Communion in mai! 

Places heard him gladly, and would not be hindered 

aherefrom. Rather, the more the Prieſts urged them 
they prevailed the leſs. His Labours, and Prayers 
and Tears for their poor ſtraying Souls, over when 
is Bowels to often yearned, had, on many the de 
nn ; being theteby, not only reformed froo 
pery, but really converted to Gon. © 


— 
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verſations, and various Intercourſes which he had 
with Members of that Communion, and the 
good Effects which were produced by them. Two 
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Or the common Natives of Ireland, it has been 
frequently obſerved, That of all the Natives of the 
Globe, there are none who exceed them for Hoſpi- 
tality, Good-Nature, and ſuſceptibility of religious 
Impreſſions. It might well therefore, oceaſion the 
« Yearning of the Bowels' of this Lover of Souls, 
to ſee ſuch Multitudes of them detained in total Ig- 
norance by their Prieſts, to whom they pay the moſt 
implicit Obedience. 


And hence it was, that from the Beginning of the 
Concern which he felt for his own Soul, he ſet 
himſelf, by all poſſible Means 4e turn them from Dark- 
neſs to Lizht, And whither in the High-ways, at 
Inns, in the. City or Country, he let ſlip no pro- 
bable Means of Inſtructing them. One Circum- 


ftance which is much more common in Freland than 


Fng/and, I mean the Number of Street Beggars, 
furniſhed him with frequent Opportunities of this. 
Kind. . : 


His Manner of addreſſing them was eaſy and fa- 
miliar ; talking to them always in a Stile ſuited to 
their Capacity and Prejudices. He avoided en- 
tirely the Difference of Churches, and all Matters of 
Diſpute, ſpeaking only of the dreadful Evil of Sin, 
the great Affairs of eternal Life, and eternal Death, 
of Judgment, and of the Sufferings and Sacrifice of 
the Son of Gop. And his Diſcourſes had often ſuch 
immediate Effect, that falling on their Knees, and 


ſmiting their Breaſts, they have wept, and cried 


for Mercy, in the open Streets. He. always con- 


cluded his Inſtructions with giving them — 


if he had it, which indeed was not always 
Caſe. 2 | | 


Ir would be tedious to enumerate all the Con- 
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or three only, may: be related from his own Ac. 
gounts. _. 921 ; 17 


Tunis Day — came to my Room. I aſked. him, 
How he hoped to be ſaved ? And having talked 
together in /r/f for ſome Time, he became greatly 
affected, and ſaid, I have ſaved ſome Money to 
leave to ſome Prie or Friar when I die, in or- 
* der to procure me the Forgiveneſs of my Sins, and 
* Fam willing to leave it to you, if you will ac- 
© cept of it.“ I told him, that no Man could for- 
« give his Sins; that the Gift of Gop was not to 
be purchaſed with Money; that only the Blood of 
- © Car1sT, our great:Hieb-Prizf, could. cleanſe from 
Sin, and to:this Effect. He was deeply wounded, 
and, cried earneſtly to Gop, to whom, after 
Prayer I commended him.“ 6 * | 


Ar another Time he writes, A poor Woman, 
* a Papiſt, came to my Room, defirous of Salvar 
tion. I prayed with her in i. She frequently 
fell. on her — and cryed for Mercy, reſolvin 
no more to regard. the Prieſt's Curſes, but to ſ 
ber Salvation according as the Word of Gop 
« direds. T | | 


Acain, Being. on a, Journey, where I break- 
© faſted (it was a Romaniſt's) I-reproved the Land- 
lord for ſwearing, and talked to all who were 
« preſent. I exhorted likewiſe a Woman at the 
Door, to ſeek from Gon, Repentance and Salva 
tion. She cried with Amaze !- to the bleſſed 
„Virgin, and to the Twelve Apoſtles to help her. 
But I taught her to direct her Prayers to Gop the 
Father, through the LoD Jesuvs CHRIST. 


Bss 1D his frequent occaſional Converſations with 
them, he went as often, and to as many of their 
on Houſes as he could get Admittance to, where 
he regarded the Children and Servants even as the 
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zur what moſt of all contributed to the Succeſs 
of his Attempts for their Good, was his publick 
Preaching, to which great Numbers of them fre. 
guently reſorted, wherever he came ; induced there- 
to, chiefly by his preaching in Viſb, and ſuch ' 
Things as they eaſily underſtood. There. is in 
the 1ri/b Language a peculiarly affecting Expreſſive- 
neſs, particularly with reſpect to the Things of 
CoD; which, being preſſed home upon the Conſci- 
ence, by his zealous and alarming Way of Preach- 
ng, often leſt them bathed in Tears. I ſaw a very 
remarkable Inftance of this in the Town of my 
Nativity : Preaching there on a Market Day, and 
many of the Country People running with Surprize 
to hear him, they ſmote their, Breaſts and wept, in 
ſuch a Manner as was entirely new to them, ſome 
zfirming, that they could go all over the World with 
him! It may be truly ſaid, he ſcldom preached a 
Sermon in riß from which ſome of them did not 
receive certain Advantage. He briefly mentions a 
few Inſtances himſelf, as follows, L 


. * ArTen preaching both in i and Egli, a 
poor Papiſh Woman came to me, ſaying, ** She 
came for Inſtruction ; for that as ſhe was a | 
Woman, ſhe could not have it elſewhere, and ſhe 

wanted to ſave her Soul. I told her, that all which 
was in my Power, I would do for her willingly. 
* She wept, and I prayed with her, pointing her 
for all her Soul wanted, to Jzsvs, who alone is 
' the Way, the Truth, and the Life.” 


Again, Far. 4. 1751. My Soul was delighted 
to ſee with what Earneſtneſs the poor Iris, (mean- 
the * · received the Word, being in ge- 
neral deeply affected. O how did they weep, and 
' cry for Mercy! May Gop hear their Prayer. 
' Surely this People will riſe up in Judgment againſt 
* Proteſtants, who having the Light of the Goſpel, 
"either neglect or deſpiſe it. And alſo againſt the 
' Paſtors of this ignorant People, who hold them in 
12 « Error 
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Error. O, what have the Romiſh Cl to anſwer 
for before Gop- | —— 


= April, 173%, Many of them profeſſed after 
* Preaching, . that they received more Benefit from 


- 


that one Sermon, than from all the Mes they had 
attended during their whole Life.” | 


At another Time preaching concerning the Good. 


Samaritan (Luke x. 30.) * Two Members of the 
Church of Rome were deeply convinced of their 
Want of aSaviour, and Thirty- four Perſons joined 
* themſelves together, to ſeek and ſerve the Loxo. 


* Friday, May 8. Lconverſed with a Woman w 


* was formerlx of. the Church of Eag/ard, but had 
© been ſeduced by the Romiſb Prieſts, + She was con- 
© vinced of her — 

* the Glory.“ 


After preaching on Fobn 1. 1. Sinners cried / 


© out mightily. One came confeſſing her Deeds and 
'« faid, Sie had hved an Adultreſs, worſe than Mary 


Magdalen . ſhe wept, trembled, and roared, and 


and ſtrove! 


Tus Circumſtance of his Preaching and Speaking 
in riß, (a Thing that Multitudes, at leaſt of Proteſ- 
tants in Ireland cannot do, and among whom, the 
Writer, to his Grief is one) next to the ſingular 
Bleſſing of Gop upon his Labours, contributed moit * 


to the Succeſs of his Endeavours among them. Tho 
id is remarkably: obſervable, - that ..preaching one 


Day on Oxmon-Toon-Green in Dublin, among tho 
who were affected by the Diſcourſe, there was one 
Man cut to the Heart, altho' he did not, at, all un- 


derſtand the Language. _ 


In: a. Journey once between:Cork and Bander, he 


fell into Converſation with a Man. who rode ſome 


Miles with. hin, till, as was his conſtant Manner, he 
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began to apply- ſomething-to his Heart, concerning 
the Worth of his Soul, and the Way of Salvation. But 
he ſavouring not the Things of Gop, became grie- 
vouſly offended * His Prejudice in ſhort ran ſo high, 
that he declar'd, altho' he were ſhot for it, he 
would have Satisfaction; adding with an Oath, 
« Thou ſhalt never deceive another, for I am re- 
-« ſolved to be the Death of you juſt now.“ 


was quiet in my Mind, being-peffuaded that 
the God of Daniel was ſtill the ſame, I did net 
© feel the leaſt Anger, or Riſing of Revenge towards 
him; and ſtill reproved him whenever he ee. 
In the midſt of his Rage I reproved him ini. 
ewas inſtantly amazed; and replied, Why 
did eu not- ſpeak /o to me, in the Beginning? 
The Lien became a Eamb, and-T then let him 
„know, ſtill ſpeaking in 7/4, what CRRISH had 
done for Sinners. He departed with a broken 
Heart. | 


* oo” } 


Wurd ſome of them once followed him after 
preaching defirous of Inſtruction. * I told them (ſays 
he) as to Religion, that it was not a bare Profeſſion 
* which would avail any one. That the true Way, was 
* to forſake Sin; and follow Chriſt; and. that in 
© order thereto, it was needful that a Perſon ſhould, 
© 1ſt. Be poor in Spirit; tel that he is a Sinner. 
© zdly, —— on — Account with a broken and 
* contrite Heart. 3dly. Forſake Sin by applymg 
„to the Lorp for — Athly. yy oe 424 in 
© CanrsT, and Him only for Salvation; as it is His 
' © Blood alone, that cleanſeth from all Unrighteouſ- 
© neſs : and 5thly Obey the Goſpel by conforming 
to the Rules there laid down; living ſober ly rigbte- 
© oufly and Godly in the preſent World.” 


Fats was the Sum of what he taught them from 
' me to Time, as the Way of Salvation, which, 
explained and cuforced by the holy Scriptures, he 
e 
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\ Helpers to the Kingdom of Gov. And ſuch be 
fully appeared to be. | 
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oppoſed to every other Device, or Tradition of Men, 
which they at any Time objected to him, as a Ground 


; of their Hope of Heaven. It is a Summary of hi; 
Sentiments How a Sinner comes to find Fayoyr 
with Gop. And ſo zealouſly concerned was he for 


enforcing theſe Truths wherever he came, that once, 


1 amidſt à great Number of Ramaniſts, whoſe Atten- 


tion ſome endeavoured to hinder, he ſaid © If ny 
* Doctrine be not according to the Word of God, 
4 ſtone me on — Make a Sacrifice of me: 
Only hear for yourſelves.” | 


o that Gop would call them to the Knowledge 
© of the Goſpel of Peace, and open to them a Door 


Jof Salvation. Open Lord the Eyes of their 
* Prieſts, Remember the Purchafe of thy Blood, 


nor ſuffer thoſe poor Souls to periſh, for whom 


4 Curtsr hath died. 


H. goes to England and Labours there. 


HE Enlargement of Soul, with which it 

. pleaſed God fo ſignally to bleſs him, leſt 
no Bounds, to his Deſires, of ſpreading the Savour 
of the Knowledge of Jzsvs, in every Place: And 
his providential Connections, gfforded him a large 
Sphere of Action. The People with whom he was 


more immediately united, who were, according 
to the Divine Diſpoſals, the Inſtruments of his Sal- 


vation, had now, thro* the Bleſſing of Heaven, 
ſpread the joyful Sound, well nigh all over Eng/az, 
and /re{and. And hence aroſe a Neceſſity for man 
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« A zealous Inſtrument of Good, 
A Veſſel fit for Uſe Divine, 


Gop on his Church in Love beftow'd, - 
And gave this burning Light to ſhine.” 


Ir was therefore judged expedient that, (having 
been ſucceſsfully employed between Two and Three 
Years in his Native Country) he ſhould go to 
England likewiſe : to which only the Convic- 
tion of its being the Will of God, could have re- 
conciled him; feeling what was natural on the 
Occaſion, * A Struggle (as he ſays) within himſelf 
on leaving his Friends and Country.” 


May 10. 1753. He embarked at Dablin with 
ſome other Friends, and the next Day arrived 
at Park-gate, Concerning this Voyage, and his 
arrival in England, he writes as follows. There 
' were on Board ſeveral Gentry, and Offi- 
MS © cers, with a large Number of Cabbin Paſſen- 

gers. They cured; ſwore, and blaſphemed as 

' tho” they were in Hell. I reproved them again 

and again; but they ftill perfifted, and ſaid I was 
Mad. O Gon, if there never was any other 

Damnation in the World to come, than even the 

Company of ſuch Wretches, Who would not flee 
bm it.“ | 

| = ." "Mr 


u'll The Thoughts which the following Lices ſoggeſt, ſeem 
nd Bi oral on the Occaſion ; and will not, I preſume, be unaccepta- 
ge ble to ſome Readers, 


HS ww — — s 


4 


* 
bi 
1 


« Virtue, for ever frail, as fair, below, 

Her tender Nature ſuffers in the Croud, 

Nor touches on the World without a Stain. 

We ſee, we hear, with Peril; ſafety dwells 

Remote from Multitude ; the World's a School 

Of Mrong, and what Proficients ſwarm a ound! 
We muſt or imitate, or diſapprove ; 

That ſtains our Innocence; this wounds our Peace, 

;From/Nature's Birth, hence, Vi ſdom has been mit 
Wich (west receſs, and languiſh'd for the Shade. 
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Mr Gov, I cannot but admire thy Goodnef, 
towards me. I heartily praiſe and magnify thy 
Name for preſerving me on the great Deep. 0 
c Thou lover of my Soul, I beſeech Thee come with 
* mehither. Open myMouth inWiſdom, and in Righ- 
teouſneſs, that J may preach CHRIST crucified to 
* the e England, JI xs us, Maſter, ſtand by 
me, and ſtrengthen my Body and <oul !? 


Embolden by Thine out-ftretch*d Arm, 
Fill me with Confidence divine, 
With heav'nly Zeal my Boſom warm, 
That all may own the Work is Thine. 


Give them an Ear to hear the Word 
Thou ſpeakeſt to thy Churches now, 
And let all Tongues confeſs their Lok o, 
And let all Hearts to Jes us bow. 


Open my Mouth, and Utt'rance give, 

Give me a Trumpet-Voice to call 

A World, who all may turn and live, 
; Thro' Faith in Him that died for all. 
London was the Place where he was- appointed 
chiefly to labour. He arrived there the 3 iſt of 
May 1753, and preached his firſt Sermon from 1 
Jobn ii. 1. 

Arp now did he, more vigorouſly than ever, ap- 
ply himſelf, - both in public and in private, to the 
Labour of his Calling; reſolving, in a Place of ſuch 
Opportunities, and of ſuch Dangers, to make the 
very beſt Uſe of both. He found himſelf in the 
Midſt of a numerous, and well inftruted People, 
many of whom were deeply experienced in the 
'Thizgs of Gop. This was to him Matter of 
gieat Joy, though at the ſame Time of much 


Carefulneſs, knowing, that in Order to be truly 


Leured to be a Scribe well inſiryed ; to be deeply and 


profitable to them, a ſuperficial Acquaintance 
with Things would but ill ſaffice. He therefore . 
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judiciouſly informed, in Things pertaining to the 
Kingdom of Gop. It was his daily and nightly 
Study, how he might beſt contribute his Part, to- 
wards the Feeding them with the fincere Milk of 
the Word of Gop, and the building them up in 
their moſt holy Faith! A 


Bur neither did he here intermit his Endeavours, 
for the Salvation of his poor ignorant Country men, 
(of whom great Numbers, of the lower Sort are con- 
ſtantly employ'd in London) ſtill detained in thatDark- 
neſs, from which he had ſo happily eſcaped him- 
(elf. He therefore appointed Times for explaining, 
to as many of them as would hear, the firſt Princi- 
ples of the Doctrine of CHRIS; and preached ſeve- 
ral Times in Jriſþ, in Moor-fie/ds, and elſewhere ; 
endeavouring likewiſe, to have as many private 
Interviews with them as he poſhbly could. 


Ir was here he firſt formed to himſelf a more exact 
Plan for the Improvement of his Time, with reſpe& to 
his pou and private Capacity, as a Preacher, and 
a Chriſtian, aſſigning determinate Portions of it to 
certain Employments, which, unleſs when Neceſſity | 
required it otherwiſe, he punctually obſerved. He 
preached conſtantly twice a Day, and viſited ma- 
ny of the People in their Families ; beſides 
frequent Attendance on the Sick, and dying; 


rom ſome of whom, he was rarely a Day ab- 
. | 


Tur Abilities with which Gop had endowed 
him, and his faithful Improvement of them, conſide- 
rably encreaſed his Work ; for it ſeemed Good to 
thoſe, whom the divine Wiſdom had honoured, with 
the Overſight, of a Multitude of Perſons here, in 
their Abſence, to intruſt him with that Branch of 
their Work. His Exactneſs, and ſubmiſſive Faith- 
fulneſs therein, appeared in many and various Par- 
uculars, of which a Part only may be gre 
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from the following Letter to the Rev. Mr. 
2945. g e Rev. Mr. Jon 


Homeured Sir, 1 
© F Trans you for your Letter. 1 longed exceed. 
6 ingly to hear from you. Your Account 


of the good Woman in your Journal was refreſh- 
ing to my Soul. What I have to ſay at preſent is 
as follows, 


* 1. Mr. Weſley is gone to Brifo/. He met us on 
* Monday Mornings, and upon the Whole, all was 
« well. We parted in much Love. 2. Mr. F-— 
goes on well. I converſe with him when I can. 
* 3. The Loks is powerfully carrying on his Work. 
Sinners are alarmed, and Saints edified, This 
* Day in viſiting the Sick, my Soul was greatly com- 
* forted, by hearing of Gop's Dealings with their 
©. Souls. 4. Bro. A is gone to Bri/o/, B. 
* M-—/ to Nerwich; and b. F. talks of 
leaving us next Week. B. D-— and the local 
Preachers are with me, and as Mr. 
. ou us ſuch Afiiftance, I hope the Places will be 
«* ſupplied. | | 


Mr. B-—- I hear has preached lately at 
© ſeveral are offended. I dare determine nothing; 
but afk what ſhall be done? 5. On Monday I be- 
gin to _— the Tickets, &c. Gop give me 
Integrity, Wiſdom, Meekneſs, and Love. I 
& think, conſidering theſe Particulars, I cannot 
leave Londen yet. It ſeems Providence keeps me here 
« ſtill. | 


. , © You have the Prayers of your Children. I don't 
forget you. A Son honoureth his Father, and a 
Father loveth his Son. Let it be ſo till Death, 
and the Devil can get little Advantage. Your 
«- Preaching has been often, and exceedingly bleſt to 
' © my Soul. My Heart's Deſire, and Prayer to Gon 

* 5 
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is, that the Loxp would make me Partaker of 
his Holineſs. | 


* Dear Sir, I truſt your Soul will, in Time, 
and in ee partake of that great Salvation, 
« you have 5 ed in the Name of the Loxd. O 
« may it pleaſe Gop, that we may meet full of 
© holy and happy Love ! I feel my Soul this Mo- 
ment ſtrongly drawn after Gop ; but there is yet 
Something that keeps me out of perfect Reſt and 
„Liberty. Jesus, take my whole Heart. Con- 
found, overpower me with thy Grace, Requeſk- 
© ing your Prayers and Counſel I remain, 


Your very affectionate Son, 
Loxdon | | 


April 30. Thomas Walſh. 


His Heart. being entirely ſet upon the Things 
of Heaven, and taken up wholly, with Defigns of 
poaing HIM, whoſe Providence had diſpoſed of 

im in this Manner, ſet. him upon purſuing with 
all the Ardour, of his Soul whatever he judged might 
beſt promote ſuch an End. His Genius alfo fitted 
him, for profiting, by the Variety of Aſſiſtances, in 
Point of Learning and Religion, which his preſent 
dituation afforded him; ſo that his Advancement 
in Divine Knowledge, and in the Divine Life, 
while he remained here, became every Day ſtill 
more and more viſible. The Fruit of his publick 
Miniſtry was likewiſe ſtill more diſcernible; as 
was likewiſe, the general Tenor of his Conduct more 
acceptable to the People. They had abundant Evi- 
dence of his Devotedneſs to Gop, and of his truly 
ſerving as a Son in the Goſpel. He was generally 
bleſt to all Kinds of Hearers. His Diſcourſes were 
always of an awakening Nature, entering into the 
very Heart; and ſingularly calculated to aſſiſt, ſuch 
as were ardently ſeeking after perf Love, (1 Fotn 
iv. 17, 18.) And hereby, thro' the divine Bleſſing, he 
became inſtrumental ch a Revival of the ery 
A 7 0 
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of Gor, as had not been known, as to its Depth, 
from the firſt Union of that Society of which he 
was a Member; and which, bleſſed be Gov, has 
encreaſed, with added Luſtre ever fince ; nor ate 
there a few in London, who bleſs Gop that ever they 
heard his Voice, and to whom. the Memory of 
Mals will be for ever precious. 


THE zealous Fervour for God which appeared 
in his whole Conduct; the Diſcourſes about hea- 
venly Things, and preſent, Soul-Concerns, which 
he often held at Meals, to the Servants, and fre- 
quently in the Kitchen, occaſion'd an elderly Wo- 
man of known Piety, who belonged to the Houſe, 
to take particular Notice of him. She diligently 
attended to moſt of his Ways, which came within her 
Obſervation ; and, withoutletting any One know of 
It, watched even his ſecret Retirements : partly to 
be fully ſatisfied of his Integrity, and partly to 
have Matter of till greater Joy, at finding his Life 
all of a Piece. She did ſo ſeveral Times, and found 
as ſhe expected and defired, a happy Conſiſtency, 
between ho whole of hisBehaviour, publick and pri- 
vate. She obſerved him thro? the Key-Hole, or ſome 
+ Crevis of the Door, and ſometimes ſaw him upon his 
Knees, ſometimes proſtrate upon the Ground. His 
Countenance was commonly at thoſe 'Times lifted 
up to Heaven, often as it were inflamed ; and often 


in Tears would he deeply ſigh to Go ! 


Tuus did he ſpend the Time of his Abode in 
England, ſpreading the Savour of his good Oint- 
ment all around him, wherever he came ; and by 
his Example, as well as Preaching, preſſing every 
one to make ſure Work for Eternity. He perceived 
clearly, it was the good Providence of Gov which 
prepared his Way, and directed him hither, and 
could bleſs Him unfeignedly on that Account. He 
came from Heled to Le den, three ſeveral Times; 
the laſt of which was the longeſt Time cf his conti- 


nuing there, (about two Years,) and the __ my 
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{table both to himſelf, and to others. And here 
eſpecially it was, that thro* his great and inceſſant 
Labours ; his unwearied Application to private 
Study and public Miniftrations, he laid the Foun- 
dation of that Diſorder, which at Length, reſiſting 
the Force of all Medicine, removed him to another 
World. 


CAP TS; 


His Love to Souls, and Zeal for promating the 
Glory of God. 

OME Account of his Endeavours for the Sal- 
vation of his Neighbour, has already been 57. 
ren. But this being ſo conſiderable a Part of his. 
Character, deſerves a more full Confideration : tho” 
in Reality it cannot be told, of how many and 
various Expedients he ſerved himſelf for the Con- 


verſion of Sinners. 


Taz Language of his whole Conduct was in 
Truth, what on a certain Occaſion he breathed out 
in the following Words. O, how does my Soul 
* thirſt for the Salvation of all Men! How does my 
Heart bleed with Deſire, that the Fulneſs of the 
* Gentiles were brought in, and that all Ifrael might 
be ſaved ! 


Ir was this feeling Concern, for the Coming 
of the Kindom of Cnalsr, in the general Cover- 
ton of mankind, which raiſed him ſuperior to 
hatſoever Hardſhips and Difficulties, attended his 
Conduct in Reference thereto. He watched every 
Opportunity; and was literally infant in Sea/on, 
ut of Sea on; that is Continually, at all Times and 
Places, . ſeeking how he might beſt accompliſh 
be End, for which alone he defired to live. 


Hz 
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. Tas Intenſeneſs of his Defire, and his Applica. 
tion to this One Thing, kept him continually as on 
the Wing of ſpending, and being ſpent in this Be. 
half; regarding, neither Reproach, Pain, Loſs, 
Impriſonments, nor Death itſelf. ** I have as he 
* ſaid on a certain Occaſicn) but one Life, and it 
is a hard Caſe if I cannot readily loſe that for 
* His Sake, who gave his Life a Ranſom for mine, 
and for the Life of the World My Heart bleeds 
6 für the World which lieth in the Wicked one.“ 


He ſeemed to have continually before his Eyes, 
that which the Son of Gop-ſuffered. out of Love for 
Man. It was the Spring whence proceeded his aidert 
Zeal for the Glory of his Lok p, in the Salvation 
of the Purchaſe of His Blood; and he imagined that 
the beſt Teſtimony he could give of his Love to 
Him, was to ſuffer ſomething for His ſake, It was 
his Deſire to give Life for Life; and to requite Him, 
as he thought, even by Death itſelf. 


IT was owing to this likewiſe, that he embraced 
every poſſible Opportunity of crying aloud,in the molt 
conſpicuous Places of publick Reſort, and of enforc- 
ing the Voice of Wiſdom, faying, How long ye imple One 
will ye love Simplicity, and Scorners delight in $c11 ning, 
and Þools hate Knowledge ' Turn ye at my Reprocy ; be- 
Bold I will pour out my Spirit upon You, 1 will make 
known my Words unto you. 


MovunTains, Market-places, High-ways, Mea. 
dows, Rooms, Priſons, and Ships, were the fre- 
quent Theatres of his Publiſhiog. the Goſpel of 
Peace. And herein there appeared in him ſomething 
next to maryellous, being a living Fire, continually 
burning in the Love of God and Man; full 
mounting upwards, and kindling all that were capa- 
ble about him; as prone to Fervour and Activity, as 


ſome are to Told and Indolence. He was never weary, 


* Pro, i. 22, 23 
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different Affection of the Great Gop, and of the 
Things of Religion in general ; but with a-Seri- 
—1 and Reverence, becoming one who by Faith 
uu the Inviſible, and looked to be ſhortly with 
Him! | 


He was in Truth (as is ſaid of Lather) a mighty 
Adverſary to the Devil's roms gas and took every 

ſible Step, which. he judged might, in any Mea- 
ure promote the Honour of Gon, to whoſe ſole Glory 
he ſacrificed himſelf, with all his Labours and Stu- 
dies. It is ſcarcely poſſible ſo to repreſent, as to enable 
1 Stranger to him adequately to conceive, the Flow 
of his Soul, and Energy of his Spirit and Expreſſions 
on theſe Occaſions ; while he endeavoured by a// 
Mas: to fave ſome. To this End, he truly im- 
parted, not the Goſpel of Gop only, but likewiſe his 
own Soul, with-holding nothing which he judged 
night be beneficial to the People. It was this noble 
Object of Purſuit, which rais d him likewiſe above, 
ten that neceſſary Attention to his Body, which it 
greatly required. It was truly ſaid of him 


He ſcorned his feeble Fleſt to ſpare, 
Regardleſs of its ſwift Decline'; 

His fingle Aim, his ceaſeleſs Prayer Lg 
To ſpread the Righteouſneſs Divine: 

He truly triumph'd in the Croſs, | 
Its Prints as on his Body ſhew'd, 

Laviſh of Life for J=sv's Cauſe, 


Whoſe Blood for all fo freely flow'd. 


Tax Fire which burned in his Heart never ſaid 
„It is enough.” And the Succeſs with which 
it pleaſed our Lox d to proſper his Labours, was a 
conſtant Motive to his ſtill going forward, His 
Defigns of doing Good were without Limits, eſteem- 
ug himſelf in this Reſpect, a Debtor to All, and 
3 in Affection, net leſs than the whole 

4 Rrorxa 


of well doing, nor ever ſpoke ſightly, and with in- 
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Rix through Wales at one Time, and finding 
that, in many Places they did not underſtand E/ 
he felt great Concern on the Occaſion, and form. 
ed a Reſolution, if his Life and Health permit, 


ed, he would learn the Welcb Language for ther 
Sakes. | | 


. Wren at' another Time, in a Paſſage to Þeln/, 
he was driven in thither, to a Place where they 
.underſtand Engliſh, he let flip. no Opportunity of 
preaching to, and viſiting them Daily, during his 
Stay there at their own Houſes, exhorting them (a 

he ſays on the Occaſion) to ſeek the LoxD while 
* he may be found. Several were, convinced and 
© took, Knowledge that they muſt follow Caztsr 
through evil Report, and ſuffer for Him if they 
4 would live with Him in Glory. | 


THERE were not wanting to him, from Time to 
Time, ſeveral diſcouraging. Circumſtances in his 
Progreſs,', It was; given him not only to believe, 
and therefore to ſpeak for God ; but alſo to ſuffer 
for His Cauſe and Glory. Col ſſ ans the 1 and 24th. 
was, in his Meaſure, truly fulfilled in him ; he re- 
Joiced in his Sufferings, and filled up that which is 
behind of the Afflictions of CRRISH in his Fleſh, 
for His Body's Sake, which is the Church. 


Bur the End, which he ſtill kept in View, toge - Lo 
ther with his ſeaſonable and frequent Reflections, 
on the Love of Is us; the Danger of Sinners dying 
without Converſion; and the preſent Salvation to . En 
which they are entitled, thro* the Blood of the on 
Lamb; theſe raiſed him more than ſuperior to i the 
every Thing which, either Men, or the cruel Ma- WF Dit 


lice of Satan could invent againſt, or inflict upon Wi pr: 
ha. C ' of 
| the 


His warm Heart (Luke xxiv. 32.) and fervent 
Courage, feared no Danger in the Diſcharge of his 
Duty, being well aſſured that walking upright, he 
walked ſurely. He dreaded not the Faces of Men, 


— 
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dot where Occaſion offered, boldly reproved, what - 
he ſaw amiſs in every one. Wherever there ap- 
peared any Probability of his doing Good, he was 
derer hindered. therefrom, by the Proſpect of Per- 
foral Danger: Expreſſing by his whole Candud. 


To leave my calling I diſdain; . | 

Behind I will not ſtay, by 

Tho? Shame, and Loſs, and Bonds, and Pain, 
And Death obſtruct my Way. 


Secure-from Danger, and from Dread, 
Nor Earth, nor Hell ſhall move, 
Since over me thy Hand hath ſpread 
The Banner of thy Love. 1 


Is One Place, having preached to a vaſt Number 
of Rem an iſts and others, and a Proſpect appearing 
o doing much Good among them, he intended, to 
70 thither again: But a Report prevailed that if he 
tempted it; a certain great Man would either 
have him ſtoned, or ſent to Jail. On this Occaſion 
reflected (ſays he) what -Gop had done in former 
' Times for thoſe 'who put their Truſt in Him. 

' And he gave me Strength according to my Day. 
found my Faith in Him greatly ſtrengthened, 
and reſolved, ſimply to rely on his Protection; not 

' doubting but that He would ſtand by me. Sol 
_ thither and preached in the Name of the 
LORD, | 


Tur Fear of Man prevented their giving me 
Entrance into their Houſes as before; ſo I ſtood 
on a Chair in the Street, and thanked Gop for 
the Privilege. They received the Word without 

' Diſturbance, and with Joy. On my Return 1 
' prayed at two Houſes in the Way, and the Power 
of Gop was greatly in the midſt of us. Praiſed 
be God, and the Lamb for ever!“ 


The Love of Car1sT doth me conſtrain 


'To ſeek the wand'ring Sons of Men, 
FEM. mY Y | With 
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With Cries, Intreaties, Tears, to ſave 
And ſnatch them from th* infernal Grave. 


My Life, my Blood I here preſent, 
Tf for chy Truth they may be ſpent ! 
Fulfil thy ſovereign. Counſel, Lox, 
Thy Will be done, thy Name ador'd. 


His Labours were indeed much beyond the 
Strength of his dying Body; and his fervent Zeal 
would not faffer him to ſtand ſtill : fo that his 
Friends were obliged fometimes (as Origen's Mo- 
ther, to prevent her Young Son's burning with hi; 
Father) to hide his Cloaths, or lock him in his 
Room in the Morning. 

| + BY 7 foatyt By nave; or : X 

His whole Converſation was like Fire, warming, 
refreſhing, and comforting all that were about 
him, and begetting in their Souls a Meaſure of 
the ſame zealous Concern for the Glory of God, and 
the Salvation of Sinners which burned in his own 
Breaſt. It was not poſſible to be much with him, 
and not to hear Diſcourſes which bred a Deteſtation 
of Sin, and a Love of Holineſs. To what Purpoſe ii 
it to live (ſeemed the Motto of this Life) and not 
to live to ſome good Purpoſe ? | 


His Endeavours to do Good, extended to Chil- 
dren alſo. He firſt, introduced in many Places the 
Cuſtom of meeting Weekly, ſuch of them as could 
attend, in order to inftrat them in ſuch Truths, 
relating te Godlineſs, as their Years and Capacity 
admitted of, In doing which, he defired their Parents 
might be bt Meise, to whom his affecting 
Manner of Addreſs was not leſs ſerviceable, than to the 
Children themſelves ; both, often weeping together. 


WaiLz in Zondir, he had ſeveral Interviews with 
the Pers, frequently attending their Synagogues, 
and reaſoning with them out of their own H 
Seriptures. . And altho* I cannot ſay with ow 
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ninty, that any of them were converted, yet, ſure 
| am, from Eye-Witneſſes, that they were not able 
to gain-fay the Power by which he ſpoke. 


Warn at any Time he met any of his Chriſtian 
Acquaintance, in the Street, or only juſt called at 
their Houſes patling by, which was frequently the 
Caſe, he had always ſomething to ſay by Way of 


2 Watch- Word, which he left upon their Minds. 


Such as, Well, Let us hold out a little longer! 
Are we preſſing forward? Let us hold faſt Faith, and a 
good Conſcience. Are we watching now unto Prayer, 
and preſſing aſter perfect Love?“ And to this Purpoſe. 
| well remember one Inſtance of the good Effects of 
this, which a Perſon mentioned to me fince his Death. 
«ſhall never forget, ſays he, a Word which Mr. A un, 
taking me by the Hand one Day, ſpoke to me in 
my Shop, is worſe than Death, my Gop to bee, 
4 nv! my Gop are.“ It was like a Nail in a 
ſure Place, and left a uſeful Impreſſion upon the 
Perſon's Mind ever after. The Gravity and Earneſt- 
neſs, with which he delivered theſe Kinds of little 


Memento's to his Friends, carried them, by Gop's 


Help to the Heart, and left them there, Sc that I 
have heard ſeveral of his Sayings, in this Way, cal- 
led to Remembrance ſince his Deceaſe by ſeveral of 
bis Acquaintance. 


A certain Perſon meeting a Brother one Day, who 
ſeemed to do what he was about negligently, Bro- 


ther, ſaid he, that which you are about, for whom 


do you do it? The Brother anſwered, That he 
ud it for the Love of Gop. Certainly, replied 
te, if you do it for the Love of Gop, you are 


highly to blame. The Sin is not fo great, though | 


it is not commendable, to be a little Slack in fery- 
ing Men, but to ſerve God negligent'y is intole- 
nble, ; tot 


Tuis was far from _ the Caſe with him. Fe 


lid-whatſvever he did for Goo, with all his Might, 
pending his very Liſe in every Action, even as on 
ub) x K e 
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he ſhould merit Heaven thereby, and yet, at the 


ſame Time, heartily deſpiſing, and rating himſelf a 
an unprofitable Servant. p 


In ſhort, as one truly born from above (John 
1. 13.) his Soul had a vehement Tendency towards 
Heaven, whither he would fain bring the whole 
World. His Heart and Treaſure being there, 
this World, with all its Furniture, its idle Pomp and 
fading Joys, were as nothing to him; being de, 
and crucified with CHRIST : with Zeal for whoſe 
Glory, and for Souls the Purchaſe of His Blood, he 
was as 1t were, eaten up continually. 


CHAP. VII. 


His Application to Study, Love to the Hoh 
Scriptures, and Improvement in divine Know- 
ledge. 


= E firſt Materials of his Learning, were not 
very conſiderable; he had acquired ſome 
Knowledge of Latin in his Child-hood, but left it 
off for the Mathemaiicks : So that by the Time he 
reſumed his grammatical Studies, he had almoſt all 
to do again. However, the Strength of his natural 
Capacity, and intenſe Application to Study, after 
his Converſion, ſoon recovered to him, what he had 
loſt, with vaſt Encreafe. 


From the Time of his firſt, deep Concern about 
the Buſineſs of bis Salvation, he read, as has been 
intimated, the Word of Gop, with unwearied Ap- 
plication ; and every Thing elſe, only as it had 
ſome Reference to the Truths contained therein : 

| and this Practice he continued with encreaſing Di- 
F.- ligence, and Delight, till Sickneſs wholly diſqua- 
| ified him for all Study; and to ſuch a Degre 
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Eminency did he arrive therein, that I believe, it 
may be ſaid with Truth, he was ſcarce ever a Mo- 
ment waking, wherein he was not either talking of, 
reading, or meditating on one Truth or other 
contained in Holy Scripture, 


Ar firſt he read the £27 Bible chiefly ; but his 
Endeavours for the Good of many of his ignorant 
Country-men, induced him to read, and pet well 
acquainted with the New Teſtament in Ii likewiſe. 
His penetrating Genius however, bent upon the beſt 
Matters, and deſirous to enter into the Depth of 
divine Truth, led him, by all Means, to ſearch into 
the true Ground and Bottom of Things. He con- 
fidered, that to work profitably in the Converſion 
of souls, ſome Parts were required, which were 
wanting in him, and that in the preſent State of 
Things, without the Foundation of ſome human 
Learning, little could be ſolidly performed. 


Tux Deſire which he had of being made Uſeful 
to his Neighbour, aiming herein at God's great 
Glory, which he now propoſed to himſelf as his 
only Rule, made eaſy to him the hardeſt, men- 
tal Exerciſes, and overcame in him all Repug- 
nancy to cloſe Application. He had, it 1s true, - 
a natural Propenſion to Study, which rendred it 
much more eaſy to him, in Pig advanced Years ; and 
which, together with a Kind of Impatience, to give 
himſelf entirely up to the Service of Souls, made 
him enter upon, and follow his Studies with ex- 

treme Eagerneſs. : 


He ſet himſelf therefore, to underſtand the Scrip- 
tures, both of the Old Teſtament and the New, 1n 
their original Hebrew, and Greet: The former in- 
deed had his chief, tho? not his firſt Regard, It 
was not till after he had acquired ſome tolerable 
Knowledge of the Greet Teſtament, that he entered 
n the Study of Hebrew. This was at London, 

about December 1755. He agreed with a Je to 

„ in 
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diſappear. The Hebrew Language is ſtampt with 
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inſtzu him, at the Rate of a Shilling an Hour, 4 
few Leſions ſerved all the Ends he needed ; (having 
| know» the Letters before) and being fully initiate] 

into the Genius of the Language, he ſoon became 

ſwallowed up in it, ſo to ſpeak, making it ever af— 
ter, the chief Subject of his Studies, in reſpect of 
human Learning. 


Tur Matter of the Study ſo endeared the Lan- 
guage to him, that he proceeded therein with an 
a moſt, incredible Swiftneſs of Improvement. He 
Ciſcovered every Day, ſuch a Depth of S U 
aon, in the Writings of , and the Prophets, 
(Jeb i. 15.) read in their own, original Tongue, 
as he could hardly have conceived from our Tran- 
ſlation, tho? for the moſt Part, deemed the beſt in 
the World. 


Tne Advancement in divine Knowledge which 
ke perceived in himſelf, from the Study of the Holy 
Scriptures in this Language, was Matter of his Ad- 

miration, as well as Thankſgiving. He found that 
the Hebrew Scriptures contain the Sum of all we 
can know in Divinity (conſidered as a Science) or, in 
natural Things. And one may venture to ſay, He 
who attempts to be either a Divine, or a Philoſo- 
pher, without underſtanding the great Uſe and Be- 
nefit of this elucidating Sun, of Gov's forming and 
fixing.up, in the Heaven of his moſt Holy Word, 1s 
juſt as wife, as he who would traverſe the mighty 


Ocean without a Compaſs.” 


the next Cauſe of all the Jargon publiſhed in De- 
fence of them, of all the Infidelity in the World, of 
all the falſe Philoſophy and Errors in Divinity a- 
mongſt us; and in Proportion as they are under- 
food, theſe miſleading Principles muſt vaniſh and 


| | 
« Ignorance of the Hebrem Scriptures, has been 
( 


the Character of Divinity, whilſt all others (the 
Greet not excepted) wear the Badge of Bade. au 
* 
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while other Languages muſt be reſolved into that 
Confuſion which gave them Birth, and whilſt theſe 
are the Channels of all Error; that remains the 
Source of all Truth, the Fountain from whence it 
ſprings, the Point in which it centres, the Garden 
where it grows, the Mine from whence it muſt be 
dug.“ 


« There is ſomething (ſays Mr. Addiſin) fo pa- 
thetic in its Diction, that it often ſets the Mind in a 
Flame, and makes our Hearts burn within us. If 
any one (continues he) would judge of the Beauties 
of Poetry that are to be met with in the divine Writ- 
ings, and examine how kindly the Hebrew Manners 
of Speech mix and incorporate with the Eng/ii/ Lan- 
guage; after having peruſed the Book of P/a/ms, 
let him read a literal Tranſlation of Horace or Pin- 
lar. He will find in theſe two laſt, fuch an Ab- 
ſurdity, and Confuſion of Stile, with ſuch a compa- 
tative Poverty of Imagination, as will make him 
very ſenſible of what is here advanced. It has 
been ſaid by ſome of the Antients, that if the Gods 
were to talk with Men, they would certainly ſpeak 
in Plate's Stile; but I think we may fay, with 
Juſtice, that when Mortals converſe with their Crea- 
tor, they cannot do it in ſo proper a Stile as that of- 
the Holy Scripture.” 


«' From its Author, namely Gop Himſelf, we 
have Reaſon to expect the utmoſt Perfection a Lan- 
guage is capable of, viz. the utmoſt Simplicity, 
Certainty, and Expreſſiveneſs. In a Word, what 
can be imagined more worthy than that which leads 
us to the ſaving Knowledge of Gop himſelf ! which 
news the Manner of attaining eternal Salvation! 
—0 truly laudable and worthy Study! O Induſtry 
beyond all Praiſe ! whereby a Man is enabled in the 
lame Language, ' knowingly: to converſe with Gov, 
with holy Angels, with Patriarchs, and with Pro- 
phets, and clearly to unfold to Men the Mind of 
Coo, from the Language of Gop,” 

K 3 He 
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He aſcribed it to a ſpecial Aſſiſtance from Hez- 
ven, that the very Study of the Tongue, indepently 
conſidered, became ſo eaſy and pleaſant as he found 
it. And I have heard him mention this very Par- 
ticular as an Argument (at leaſt. to himſelf) of the 
Regard of Heaven, to this fr/, moſt ſimple, and 
excellent of Languages; in aſſiſting thoſe who 
with upright Minds enquire into it after the Mind 
of Gov. And to this Purpoſe he writes as fol- 


- LAY Lad * 


lows. kn 
: * 
December 20, 1756. I ſpent the Forenoon in my ex 

© Studies, in which Gop has, and does greatly afiiſt me, fre 
* About this Time Twelve-month, 1 could not re:d ſp! 
y |. ter 

the 


ce The Hebrew (ſays Arch-biſhip yer) is the firſt Tongre his 

of the World, and the moſt orderly Speech; in Compat ſen of A 
which, all other Languages may be condemned for barbaigus 
| Confuſion,” * for 


The Latins are ſaid to drink out of Pits, the G:e:ks cut ef 
* Sireams, but the Hebretos out of Fountains, 


„The Pre-eminence or Excellency of this Language, ſays Biſnop Bo 


Walton,. is demonſtrated by its Hntiguity, divine Origin, Sar h, of 
Perfection, 1 — which is comprehended its Purity, Elegance he 
Energy, and apt Significances of Words) and laſtly, by its Hale he 
and Eafineſs to learn, It expreſſes Things themſelves properly and 
deſcriptively, ſo that no Language can be compared with the He 
Rebrew in this Reſpect. It hath its pecular Beauties, which nc wh 
other Language can expreſs,” 5 litt 
Amongſt the Statutes drawn out of the Provincial of the N. t * 
Roles, one is, „ He ſhall not fuffer any to learn the Hebr: 0 
Tongue, unleſs he be well perſuaded fir of their ſtedfaſtneſs un! 
the Jeſuitical Divinity, and humble enough to make a right U. ing 
of it,” me 
% Sure I am (ſays an eminent Writer on the Sole) that iy #0: 
ought to be the firſt Language we are taught, after we hay alu 
learned to liſp our own 3 and were I worthy to adviſe, the Cen tol 
tal Dial:&s ſhould follow the Hebrew, the Greek ſuould folie eve 
the Arabic,, and the Latin be acquired by Converſaticn and Rea! W. 


ing, in the ſame Manner as the modern Languages of Eurqe 3 
ac juired, | 


Ks. aac oa. * 
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« a Sentence of Hebrem with any Certainty, or con- 
« frue a Verſe with Readineſs But now I can read 
my Bible through, and underſtand it, almoſt as 
well as Latin or EN This hath Gop done, 
enabling me to read His blefled Word in the firſt 
and beſt of Languages O may all my Studies and 
Talents be devoted to His Glory! 


His Application was indeed prodigious. . I have 
known him (ſtrange as it may ſeem) to ſpend Four- 
teen Hours, of the four and twenty, in this Study, 
excepting only the Intervals of Prayer, which he 
frequently poured out for HIS Blefling, whoſe In- 
ſpiration alone teacheth Man “u Wiſdom, He of- 
ten intermixed a Verſe of Praiſe, or Petition ; and 
then, turning his Face to. the Wall, and lifting up. 
his Heart and Countenarice to Heaven, with his 
Arms claſpt about his Breaſt, he would ftand for 
ſome time before the Lord in ſolemn Recollection, 
and then return to his Work. 


IT was a rare Thing ever to ſee him but with a 
book in his Hand, hearing him ſpeak of the Things 
of God, or in Meditation. When in travelling, 

he at any Time ſtopt at an Inn, as foon as he was 
ſhewed to his Chamber, to ſtay whether for an 
Hour, or a Night; he would, as though he forgot 
where he was, or what he came about, take out his 
little Hebreto Pſalter (which was a peculiarly favourite 

travelling Companion of his) or ſome other ſpiritual 
Book, and fall immediately to his uſual Way 
uvleſs the Time was otherwiſe taken up in exhort- 
ing the Landlord, or Servants, or in ſhort, any he 
met with. Accommodations for his Body were his 
ſmalleſt Care; and his Attention to theſe, were 
always, as it were by the by. He, like the Tor- 
toiſe, had his Houſe always with him, and ſeemed 
every where, and yet no where at Home, in this 
World. He purſued his Work, well nigh equally, 
at all Times, and in all Places, unleſs when Sick- 


neſs prevented, and ſeemed, (as ſbe Earth * 
ruit 
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Fruit of itſelf,) ſpontaneouſly to tend to Gov, Fyen 
after Preaching, ſometimes near an Hour and a half 
together, he has immediately reſumed his Studies, 
(having Books always. with him,) and this often, 
| Where ſeveral Perſons have been talking, or other 
wiſe employed, as their Occaſions required round 
about him; he, ſtill purſuing his Work, as tho! he 
were retired in a Cloſet : proceeding on the Senti- 
ment, that he had no other Buſineſs in this World, 
than to Pray, and Preach, and Study, and live in 
every Place, and in every Thing, for Gop ! 


ALrRHo' his Study may be conſidered, almoſt a. 
a continual Prayer, being managed in this Manner, 
and being in its Nature and Deſign, wholly referred 
to God ; nevertheleſs, it muſt acknowledged, 
that the Frequency of his fared Times of Prayer, 
were, at firſt eſpecially, much interrupted there- 
by; but he followed, for the moſt Part, the Light 
which he then had ; and intending all his Acquire- 
ments for the Glory of God, in the Intereſt of 
Souls, he thought he might in ſuch a Caſe, and on 
ſome Occaſions, (as one expreſſe it,) “ leave Gov, 
for Gon.“ | 


Hz was not, however, without frequent Jealou- 
ſies over himſelf, fearing left his ſo intenſe Appli- 
cation, even to this Kind of Employment, ſhould in 
any wiſe, divert his Heart from what he moſt prized, 

and moſt ardently defired, namely, cloſe Attention to 

 Jzs8us. After a while therefore, having maſtered 
the main Difficulties in his Work, his' Application 
became much more moderate; and uniformly regu- 
lar. He began to Learn well to know, how. 
much need not be known.“ And that 


Knowledge is as food, and needs no leſs . 
Her temperance over appetite, to know | 
In meaſure what the mind may well contain, 
Oppreſſes elſe with ſurfeit, and ſoon turns 
Wiſdom to folly, as nouriſhment to wind. 


But 
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But apt the mind or fancy is to rove 
Uncheckt, and of her roving is no end; 
Till warn'd, or by experience tauyht, ſhe learn, 
That not to know at large, of things remote 
From uſe, obſcure and ſubtle, but tro know 
That which before us lies in daily life, 
|; the prime wiſdom ; what is more is fume, 
0remptineſs, or fond impertinence, 
Ard renders us in things that moſt concern 
Vapratis'd unprepar'd, and ſtill to ſeek.“ 


Oxz Day he writes at follows. © I was all Day 
' cloſely employed at Study. But I fear I love 
' my Books too much. It is true my Studies relate 
o the Word of Gop ; but I often find my Mind 
' carried out in Deſire after Languages, Arts and 
' Sciences : yet I ſee the Vanity of every Thing, 
when ſeparate from G00: To be ſure, I prize 
the Knowledge of Cari1sT crucified above all other 
knowledge. To imitate his Wiſdom, Good- | 
neſs, Meekneſs Patience and Love: Alas ! what 
we Hebrew, Greek, Latin, Logic, Metaphyſficks, 
every Thing to this! what is any Thing to the 
Love of Jes us! O, that ſweet Peace of Conſci- 
ence, and Contentment of Mind ; which ariſe 
tom Redemption in his Blood! O Loxp, Thou 
mnoweſt that I deſire to be great in thy Grace; 
obe armed with thy Armour. My Soul longs 
io riſe above theſe liede, tranſitory Things. I 
wn would reft in Thee! I thirſt for the Divine 
life, I pray for the Spirit of Illumination. I 
alt my Soul upon Jesus CHRIST, the Gob of 
blory, and 3 of the World. I defire 
b be conformable unto Him ; his Friend, Ser- 
rant, Diſciple, and Sacrifice! Come now my 
uus! ſee the Longings of my Soul, and finiſh 
de Work there.” | 


don hence may be gathered both, what was 
Spirit of the Man, and the Tendency of his 


Studies. 
MUrADist Los r. 
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or in rome Way; like the induſtrious Bee, col 


ſo he reduced, and made all his Attainments fu 


Teaching, and obedient to His Dictates, is f 


and Drunkenneſs, or Cares of this Life; all 
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Studies. He deſired to know; but it was Gp 
and the Things of Gop, which he propoſed to hin 
felf, as the ſole Matter of his Knowledge. For a 
tho” he read occaſionally both Logic and Metaphy 
ſics, Hiſtory, and Natural Philoſophy, yet it ; 
all with Reference to his one grand Point. What 
ever Treaſures, he gathered from abroad in theſe 


lecting her Sweets in various Parts, and from dif 
ferent Weeds and Flowers, depoſits all in one Hive 


ſervient to, the Word of Gop, and Acquaintana th. 
with Jesvs, as his central Point of every Thing, 


Anp his Fear, leſt in any Thing he ſhould de 
viate from this, had much Influence on the Reg: 


lation of his Studies. He well knew, that to hc 


a Heart always at Leiſure for God, attentive to! 


great Thing; to which every Deſign and Pur 
muſt give Place, if we mean to be truly great 


the Grace of Gop ; and that the Heart is capa] nit 
of being overcharged with Things, in ſome er 
ſpects, 12 and excellent, as with Surfe iti. re 


which being therefore, to be as carefully guard 
againſt, _ | 


And perhaps there are few Things by which bur 
Spirit of Darkneſs, ſo ſerves himſelf, among Wy 1. 
Thin/ing World, as by this very Particular; BW... 
diverting the Mind from. proper Appplication 
the ore thing needful, not * by Things ſenſu 
or immoral, which they abhor, and would perh: 
be ſhocked at the Thought of ; but by Things, 
ſome ReſpeRs innocent, and plauſible, if not Wi. 
ceſſary : It may be by curious Speculations on & | 
vernment, the Works of Nature, os Grace, ly 
ideal Purſuits of various Kinds. aber 


% More fond to fix the p/are of heaven, or hell, 
Than ſtudious i, to ſhun, or that ſecure. 
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is not the curious, but the pious path 
hat leads us to our point, | 

Humble e 

ad not proud Reaſon keeps the door of heav'n. 
Love finds admiſſion where proud Science fails. 
lan's ſcience is the culture of his heart: 

nd not to loſe his plumbet in the depths 
Nature, or the more profound of Gov.“ 


— ä 4UU—— 


Bisnoe Taylor mentions it as a ſaying of Oegidius, 

that an old, and fimple Woman who loves Jzsus, 
pay be greater than was Bro. Bonaventure. And 
ulmuch as the giving our whole Heart to God, 

; that, without which, nothing in Religion is truly 
railable ; if this be not done, Is it not the ſame 
ting, whether it be through gazing at the Stars, 
itching of Butter-Flies, or — Adultery ? ,. 
he Death of the Body is as fully effected by the 
Pick of a Lancet, as by the ftroke of a Cannon- 
dall. And, to ſuch alas, as procure the L/ of their 
wn Soul, How little Difference does it make, 
hether it was done by the Crimes, of the groſſeſt 
liad, or, by what the Flattery of Self-Love, and 
a miſtaken World call /itt/e Things He was through- 
If ſenfible of his Danger in this Reſpect, and began 
v regulate himſelf accordingly. . ; 


Hs found towards the Concluſion of his Studies 
n particular, that more true Wiſdom is obtained 
tom Gop, by Prayer and holy Meditation in one 
our, than from the Application of Vears to Folio 
Volumes; and therefore eſteemed one ſingle Senti- 
nent, gained in this Manner, of more Value, than 
thouſand Speculations acquired by mere Dint of 
itudy in the Way of human Science. He per- 
ved well the Difference which there is between 


„ing barely to inſtruct others, (which in its 
0 WF lace, is alſo right and neceſſary) and ſtudying to 
a rect one's ſelf; the former not neceſſarily, imply- 


ag any ore than becoming humanely wifer; 
wereas the latter tends to make us better, becauſe 
n 53 more 


pPfſalms in Hebrew, Then he read, and digeſted ſome 


employed as Occaſions directed. He frequently had 


Point of Learning; chiefly in He bree. Two or 


initiated by him in the Hebrew Tongue. He was 


ſtruction, withholding nothing from any one, that 


his retentive Memory, ſupplied him as with a conflant 
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more holy; and produces that Purity, and Din. 
gagement which is abſolutely neceſſary to receive 
the true Light of the Holy Spirit. The Secrets 
of the Kingdom of Heaven are not underſtood trol, 
and thoroughly, but by the Sons of the Kingden, 
and by them, too in ſeveral Degrees, and to various 
Purpoſes, Goo herein diſtributing to every one fe- 
verally as he willeth ; but to fuch as *. not 
Gov, the whole Syſtem of this Wiſdom is infpil 
and flat, if not totally rejected, dull as the Foot 
of a Rock, and unlearned as the Elements of our 


Mother Tongue. But ſo are Mathematics to a 
Scythian Boar, and Muſic to a Camel.“ 


Hrs ſettled Manner now was, to aſſign the Morn- 
ing wholly-to the Reading, firſt a Chapter out of 
the Old Teſtament, and frequently ſome of the 


Part of his Greet Teſtament. His Manner of do- 
ing this, took him up great Part of the Forencon : 
and afterwards, he read, wrote, or was otherwiſe 


ſome Perſons to viſit him for Inſtruction in ſome 


three young Men of C:miriage, at different Times, 
beirg in Town, and knowing him, choſe to be 


conſtantly as communicative as receptive of In- 
he thought might be uſeful to them. 


Hz read the Scriptures. in Order; beginning a 
Book. and going thro? with it regularly ; fixing zt 
the ſame Time upon ſuch Parts, as had moſt im- 
mediate Reference to the Doctrines and Precepts of 
the Goſpel-State of Things; which. he not only 
read moſt frequently, but ; likewiſe committed to 
Memory. And the Degree of Perfection to which 
he arrived in this Particular, was really ſurprifing- 
His Acquaintance with the Letter of Scripture, and 


Con- 


ich 
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Concordance. And it may be queſtioned, whether 
there was, a remarkable Paſſage, hiſtorical, doctri- 
nal, or preceptive, from Gen to the Rore/ations, 
which he could not, on the bare Mention of, turn to 
immediately. ad 


Thy Word (ſays he) O Lon p, I have for mine 
© Inheritance for ever. It is the Joy of my Heart, 
and of more Value to me than Millions of Worlds. 
0 Gon, give me Underſtanding, that I may keep 
„thy Law.! But let my whole Dependence be in 
Jesv's Merits, He is my Advocate. Only by 
Faith in Him I ſtand. He is my ſure Refuge, and 
portion, in the Land of the Living ! ? 


Beine at Sea one Time, and the Weather he- 
coming extremely Tempeſtuous, the Mariners were 
apprehenſive of certain Death. He in like Manner 
expected the ſame, and put into his Boſom with all 
Safety, a ſmall Bible, which he had with him, re- 
ſolving that what he ſo loved in Life, ſhould not 
be parted from him even in Death. Such was his 
Love to, and ſingular Eſteem for the Word of 
God, 


Is this Manner it was, that he became in Truth, 
a Scribe, well inſtructed to the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven, and brought out of the TINY of his Heart- 
Experience, the old and new, and deep Things. of 
the Word of IEHñOVAU. It was from this Fountain 
te derived his Ideas, Sentiments, and Expreſſions, 
on all Occaſions ; explaining Doctrines, enforcing 
Duties, and reſolving Difficulties, well nigh, alto- 
gether in Scripture Words. The Spirit of iu fo 
reſted upon him, that there was nothing of a divine 
Nature, which occured to his own Mind, or was 
propoſed to him by others, reſpecting Doctrines, 
Experience, or Practice, of which he could not 
ſpeak with convincing Clearneſs and Satisfaction. 


L IIe 
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Ha had a ſingular Faculty for throwing Light 
upon doubtful Caſes : and it was not unuſual with 
him, by two or three Words ſpeaking, ſometimes 
to ſet to _— and entirely quiet the Minds of 
Perſons, perplexed before, about Points of Doctrine, 
or Experience, A moſt remarkable Inftance of this 
I remember to have known in Ireland: A Perſon who 
was greatly embarraſſed in his Mind, concerning a 
Point in Religion, which appeared to him of preat 
Importance, and who had received no Satisfaction 
from all his former Reſearches on the Head, came 


to Mr. Vaſſb, and related the Matter to him; which 


having heard, he only aſked one Queſtion, requir- 
ing the Perſon to anſwer. And, whether it was, 
that Goo, juſtthen ſhone upon the Man's Soul, and by 
His immediate Light, ſolved the Difficulty ; or whe- 
ther it was thro' mere rational Conviction, reſulting 
ftom the Arguments implied in his Queſtion, I 
know not ; but he was inſtantly ſatisfied, and being 
convinced of his former Miſtake, had no further 
Uneaſineſs on the Head. | 


His Inſight into the inviſible World, ſo realized 
to him Things to come, that he ſpake of them as 
one who both heard and ſaw them. And they had 
their proportionable Influence on the whole of his 
Behaviour. He acted as in the immediate Pre- 
ſence of God; and thus went on, reading and me- 
ditating Day and Night, in the Law of his Gov; 
and devouring, like another Ezckie/, the wkole di- 
vine Volume. 


— 


II. 


His Manner of Preaching, 


T firſt his Sermons conſiſted chiefly, of a 
Number of well choſen Texts of Scripture, 


fulted to the particular Subject on which he 
treated; 
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treated ; and which, he, for the moſt Part, cited 
with both the Chapter and Verſe, He had in this 
Manner formed, as it were, a Body of Divinity in 
his Head, which was a Kind of Store-Houſe of his 
Sermons. Time and Experience however, brought 
him off from the Cuſtom of, ſo particularly citin 
the Places of the Scriptures, he made uſe of; unleſs 
in new, and publick Flaces (as Fields and Market- 
houſes, &c. where he often publiſhed the joyful 
Tidings ; and) where he judged it fingularly Uſe- 
ſul, both for the Conviction and Satisfaction of the 
Hearers. 


A conſtant C ourſe of Reading; much Converſation 
with the Children of God, and the deep Acquain- 


tance, which. a Life of -Faith, Meditation and MW 


Prayer, gave him with Gop, and with the Motions 
of his own Soul, greatly extended his Views into 
divine Things in general ; and furniſhed him with 
Variety of Subjects for the Edification and Comfort 
of the Church of Gop : So that in the laſt two 
or three Years of his Courſe, his Sermons had in 
them a Depth, and Solidity far beyond thoſe of his 
former Years, 


THe State of his own Heart, had much Influ- 
ence on the particular Subjects of his Sermons : As 
is ſurely the Caſe with all, to whom Preaching is 
not a mere Buſineſs of Courſe; but on the contrary, 
an Affair of the weightieſt Importance in the World, 
requiring the deepeſt Attention and moſt circum- 
ſpect Walking in Perſons exerciſed therein. He 
knew that the Words of an anfeeling Heart, are but 
mere empty Sounds; and that altho? they might pleaſe 
for the preſent, they however, rarely profit the Hea- 
rers. And it was on this Account, that, attending 
conſtantly to the Motions of his own Soul, he hardly 
ever preached a Sermon, without conveying nearly 
the like Senſations to others, whether of deep 
Contrition of Spirit, holy Mourning, or ſpiritual 
Joy, which he felt in his own Soul. 

« When 
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* Waen, ſays he, J am in Heavineſs, I am led 
to ſpeak chiefly of Trials; when lively and fer- 
vent, I am led to ſpeak of the Comforts of Be- 
levers ; and when I am hungring and thirſting 
aftec Righteouſneſs, I preſs upon others, to cleanſe 
themſelves from all Filthineſs of Flefh and Spi- 
rit, and to perfect Holineſs. And hence I learn, 
iſt. How needful it is for a Preacher to be in a 
right Spirit himſelf, whenever he ſpeaks to others. 
And, zdly. The Wiſdom of Gop, in fo ordering, 
that every Soul might receive its Portion of the /){:/+ 
the Word in due Seaſon.” 


Ark his Sermons might -be truly ſaid to be his 
- _...awn, from Gop. He ſtole not the Word from his 
_ Neighbour*, nor catched at trivial Incidents to fur- 

niſh him with an Hour's Diſcourſe. His Heart 
was a Treaſury well furniſhed, inſomuch that he 
was never at a Loſs for ſomething in Seaſon : Even 
. tometimes when he has been ſo neceſſarily taken up 
with other Parts of his Calling, as not to have the leaſt 
'Fime for preparing to preach; but has gone into the 
Pulpit immediately ; yet the Pourings out of his 
| ſeeling Soul, evidenced themſelves to waiting Hearts, 
to be of Gop. 


SS SS i a a. 4-2 Db 


Tugkg was nothing whining, light, or trivial 
in his Diſcourſes ; nothing put on ; nothing that 
- could excite an Air of Levity, much leſs Laughter ; 
but rather, and which -was commonly the Cale, 
Groaus and Tears and Cries. His Sermons had in 
them ſuch a Depth of divine Truth, confirmed by 
the Word of Gop, with ſuch a Greatneſs and Ma- 
jeſty, as begot in the Hearers an Awe, and Rever- 
ence, which removed far away, all Petulancy and 
thoughtleſs Irreverence of Spirit: and produced in 
many, a Solemnity and Attention of Soul, becom- 
ing thoſe who hear Diſcourſes for Life, or Death 


Eternal. To all of which, his grave and 27 — 
| L Con- 


® Jeremiah xxiii. 30. 
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Countenance, contributed not a little. In ſhort his 
whole Behaviour in the Pulpit was ſuch, as became 
a Meſſenger of God, put in Truſt with the Miniſtry 
of Reconciliation, 


His Diſcourſes were of a general Nature, ſuited 
to give a Portion to every one, as their Need requir- 
ed ; Milk for Babes, and for ſtronger Men, ftronger 
Meat: tho” ſill had this one main Tendency, with 
Regard to all, to excite People's Hearts to the pure 
Love of Gop, And altho' he preached Faith in 
CaRr1sT as the only Way, of obtaining all the good 
Things of Grace and Glory, yet he did it in ſuch 
aManner, as, effectually to guard it againſt the A- 
buſe of Libertines, who turn the Freeneſs of the Grace 
of Gop, into an Occaſion of Wantonneſs; who while 
they promiſe Liberty to themſelves, and others, 
are, at the ſame Time Servants of Corruption. Per- 
ſons of this Character could not in the leaſt ſerve 
themſelves - from his Diſcourſes ; in every one of 
which he ſo preached Faith in CnrisT, as to - 
li the Lazy, in its true Senſe, that is, to ſecure all 
the Intereſts of genuine Holineſs, both in Heart and 
Life; all the Fruits of Righteouſneſs ; the moſt 
rigorous Regard to Mens Duty to Go, their Neigh- 
bour, and themſelves, 


When: he firſt began to preach, his chief Talent 
ſeemed to be for quickening ſuch as were dead in 
Treſpaſſes and Sins; to terrify careleſs Sinners with 
the Dread of Gop's Judgments, alarming them, as 
it were, at their Peril, to flee from the Wrath to 
come. It was truly ſaid of him, 


© He fierce on the Philiſtines flies, 
C:mpe/s the Captives to come in; 

Spoils Satan of his lawful Prize, — 
And tears them from the Toils of Sin.” _ 
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His Courage, and Reſolution in this, were ſuch 25 
are rarely to be found. He judged, that there w-. 
nothing more likely to pull down the ſtrong Hold; 

of Satan, than to lay the Ax to the Root of Sin; and 
in all his Sermons, he ever uſed to diſcover its fil 

thy and deteſtable Nature, preſſing upon the Con- 
ſcience, an entire Purgation from 4. Works. And 
he did it in ſuch a Manner as often pierced the very 
+ Joints and Marrow of his Hearers. | 


Ir was eaſy to diſcover in him likewiſe, the ut. 
moſt Impartiality. Knowing that he was to deliver 
his Lox v's Meſlage, he ſpared no Man, from any 

human or intereſted Regards; but boldly detecting 
their Sin, commended himſelf to every Man's Con. 
ſcience in the Sight of Gop. 


And yet, his utmoſt Zeal was tempered with 

* Wiſdom, and Diſcretion ; for notwithſtanding his 
reſſing Vehemently upon the Conſcience of his 

- Hearers, in all his Sermons, yet (altho' ſome were 
ſometimes offended, charging him with binding 
heavy Burdens, and the like) they were never ab.c 

to reſiſt the Authority by which he ſpake. 


Bur it was not as a Boanerges, a Son of Thunder 

only, that he excelled. His own, happy Experience, 

of the forgiving, healing, and comforting Virtue of 
the Blood of Ixs us; together with his mighty Ac- 
.. + quaintance with the Promiſes of Life in HIM, fitted 
him for adminiſtring Comfort, and much Encourage- 
ment to the Weary, and the Heavy-laden with Sin. 

To ſuch, he was in Truth, a Sn of Conf9/ation ; his 

Lips dropped Sweetneſs to them, as the Honey- 
Comb, while they poured forth, abundantly, 


Thoughts, immaculate and and pure, 
Balſamic Truths, and healing Sentiments! 


Night Thoughts, 
0 
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O God, How many a bleeding Wound haſt Thou 
made him an Inſtrument of healing, by pouring 
into the Hearts of the diſconſolate, the Wine and Oil 
of the Goſpel, in a rich Profuſion of thoſe precious, 
golden Promiſes, which being ratified to us by the 
holy Blood of Thy dear Son, are all Yea, and A- 
men in Him, to Thine eternal Glory ! Yes, 


« Refreſhing, ſoft, as vernal Showers, 
His Word, on weary Sinners falls, 
Or, like the rapid Torrent pours, 
While Souls to Jesu*s Blood he calls!“ 


7 Toke 3. 


Ir was ſcarce'y poſſible for the moſt obdurate, 
icy, and rocky Heart, to remain long ſo under his 
moving and authoritatve Diſcourſes, laid Home to 
the Conſcience by the Sword of the Spirit, which, 
like the flaming Sword in Paradiſe, he turned every 
Way, to every Heart. And accordingly, it was a 
very rare Thing for him ever to preach a Sermon, 
without ſending ſome away, either broken-hearted, 
rejoicing in Gop, or encreaſed more or leſs, in the 
knowledge of the Crucified. 


TowaRDs the latter Part of his Progreſs, the two 
laſt Years of his Life eſpecially, the whole Bent of 
his Soul, his Reading, Meditations, Prayer, Con- 
verſation and Preaching, tended altogether, to ie 
deep Things if God, (1 Cor. ii. o.) the ſo perfectly 
lying Him, with 4% the Capacity of the Soul and 
Body, as the State of Humanity can poſſibly admit. 
The entire Salvation of Gop, from ail Sin, to all 
the Mind that was in CHRIST JEsUs, was now his 
conſtant, and moſt beloved Theme, both in public 
and private. And he omitted nothing which might 
either inform his Judgment, or affect his own, or 
the Hearts of others, in Reference to this moſt in- 
tereſting Concern of the Children of Goo. 


His Thoughts on the Head became therefore 
thoroughly digeſted ; ſo that there was 9 = 
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Objection which either Satan, Men, or the Heart 
of unbelief could bring againſt it, for which he had 
not a convincing Anſwer. His n Heart-acquain. 
tance therewith, will be ſeen from a ſubſequent 
Account of his Experience. The Light which he 
had into the Nature, and his fervent Manner of 
enforcing the Worth, and Neceſſity of Chriſtian 
Holineſs, was one great Means of enkindling, in 
the Hearts of many, that Fire * of pure Love, to 
God and Man, which has ſince his Death likewiſe, 
encreaſed more abundantly, and till burns (O 
may it ever burn !) amongſt us, to the greater 
Glory of Gop. Only ſuch as were experimental 
Witneſſes of it, having a true Reliſh for Things 
of ſo high a Nature, can rightly conceive of the 
Abilities, with which Gop endowed him, for this 
Part of His Work; of the Manner in which, he, 


With Strength and Utterance from above 
Urg'd on the Saints thro' Grace forgiven, 
To ſcale the Mount of holieſt Cove, 
To ſeize the brighteſt Throne in Heaven ! 


In all his Diſcourſes on the Subject, he as much 

as may be, carefully avoided b 077 Words, both in 

' explaining, and enforcing its Nature, Extent, and 

the Means of _— thereto. He did it in the 

Words which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth, explaining 

thoſe ſpiritual Things, with ſpiritual Words: 

(1 Cor. ii, 13.) While in the mean Time, his 

fervent and affecting Manner of urging them, 

and indeed of every other Part of the Doctrine of 
Salvation, commanded, 


Audience and attention ſtill as night 
Or ſummers noon-tide air. | 


PARADISE LosT- 


3 Hg 
Luke xli. 49, 
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Hz had not, it muſt be acknowledged, at leaſt 
ke made but little Uſe of, the Yr! of preaching 

Not indeed that he was 1gnorant of ſuch Rules, as 
Orators lay down for ordering, and conducting of 
publick Diſcourſes. His Knowledge both of Logic 
and Rh. toric was far from being inconfiderable. He 
both read, and in ſome good Degree, digeſted the 
Principles of both. But the Eagerneſs with Which 
he undertook and proceeded in his Work; and the 
npid F:ow of his Soul, ſending forth its gu9d Matter, 
rot like the Diſtilling of a Water-Pot, but as a 
plentiful Shower from the Heavens, watering deep 
and wide all around, did not ſuffer him to attend, 
with Exactneſs, to ſuch Nicities in Compoſition, or 
Delivery : Nay, even prevented that Moderation, 
as to the Length, and Manner of delivering his 
Diſcourſes, which would have been much more eaſy 
to himſelf, and to his Audience, many of whom, 


being often in Pain for him. 


Tuo' afterwards, when the repeated Advice of 
his Friends, and the Neceflity of his Conſtitution, 
obliged him to a more ſlew, and deliberate Manner, 
ſome aſcribed it to (what they called) his Want of 
Peer; the Loſs of what he once had: Such is the 
Folly and Weakneſs of many, in their Sentiments 
with Regard to this Particular. How common is it 
o imagine, That the Preſence and Power of the 
Spirit of God, and that Influence by which Souls are 
awakened, juſtified, or built up in Holineſs, depends 
upon, at leaſt has ſome Connexion with, the Loud- 
neſs of the Preacher's Voice, the Swiftneſs of his 
Expreſſion, and the like: In other Words, upon the 
Strength of a Man's Lungs, and, it may be, in the 
Aſſurance of his Geſture and Utterance. A Sentiment 
not more ſtrange to the truly Wiſe, than it is com- 
mon with many, and which juſtly deſerves to be de- 
tected, and exploded. As tho? Noiſe, and animal 
Activity ſhould be dignified with the Names of Spirit 
d Pozver, and the Want of them aſcribed to 
Dryneſs, Deadneſs and F ormality. Strictly ſpeak- 

ing 
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ing indeed, there is no neceſſary divine Power 
any Man's Manner of ſpeaking, whether loud 

low, ſwiftly or foftly. 7: is the Siri that quickne: 
and as He pleaſeth ; and it may be queſtioned, wh 
ther Effects that have been ſometimes produce 
by a loud, vehement, and over-bearing Manner as 
Speaking, were not in great Meaſure merely Anima, 
or Mechanical, if not ſometimes of Satan himſelf, 
caſt an Odium upon the Work of Gop. In Truth t 
moſt ſubſtantial, well-wearing and genuine Efec 
of the Goſpel Miniſtry, ariſe, as far as Circumſtar 
ces contribute thereto, from its Delivery, not wit 
Noiſe and mere human Vehemence (which often x 
ther calls off the Minds of too many, from the i 
ward Life and Communion with Gop ; ) but wine 8. 


diſtin Calmneſs, and wiſe Deliberation... 


THrtRs may be often a ſtrong Wind, an Eart 
quake, and Fire; but the Loxp is in the / 
Jmall Voice, (1 Kings xix. 11, 12.) And theſe a 


only in Order to this. His Word, it is true, , 
Sword, and a Hammer, which wounds and break pre 
human Hearts in Pieces; and by how much any one. 

Manner of Speaking contributes towards the ſo de 
ing, ſo far it is to be commended. But conſidere irn 
independently of this (which is too often the Ca Uns 
the Loudneſs of a Man's Voice is in Reality no bett . ; 
than the blowing of a Trumpet, or the Sound of Wl ry 
Drum. Net by Might, or by Power, but by my Spi. n 
ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, What is here intended, Mals 
nakedly to repreſent a too common Miſtake, e, 
order, in ſome Meaſure, to its removal. th 
nme 
His Sermons were ſeldom leſs than an Hour long - 
and yet, had in them ſuch an agreeable Variete bu 
judicious Explanation of Scripture, and affectin ich 
Energy, that they were rarely, if ever tedious, un me 
leſs to ſuch as wanted a Savour for the Things het, 


Gov, Often might one ſee, on theſe Occafions, 
= 
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Attentive Crouds the heavenly Words admire, - 
Hang on his Lips, and catch the ſacred Fire; 
In crouding Ranks on every Side ariſe, 
Demanding Life, impatient of the Skies ! 


was always at the Concluſion, in a Bath ef Sweat. 
the Place of Preaching being often at ſome 
ance from his Lodging, his ſuddenly growing 
{ again, was one Reaſon of the Frequency of the 
en which he had from Time to Time, during his 
gle Life of public Labour, 


le often reſolved before he began to preach, 
xlrain the Rapidity of his Spirit; but in vain : 
The Sword (as be once ſaid to me, when ſpeaking 
bim on the Head) being too keen for the Scab- 
kd.” The Fervour of his Soul broke thro” all 
Reſolutions, rejoicing to ſpend, and to be ſpent 
the Logd JEsus; but waſting at the | wag 
ſe, and cutting away the very Springs of his 
mal Life, which altho', at the Time, he had 
pprehenſion of, yet he felt it immediately after- 


ru regard to the Manner of his Preparing for 
nous, he ſeemed to keep between the two Ex- 
es, of an enthuſiaſtic Diſregard to, or Negle& 
Lattual, previous Preparation on the one Hand; 
merely dry ſcholaſtic Compoſition of exact 
rials on the other. To have no Regard to the 
tr, and Manner of his Diſcourſes wy. Hand, 
the Pretence of Dependence upon Heaven, 
nnediate Influence and Utterance, he judged 
rank Enthuſiaſm ; and often, a Cloke for a 
lounging Indolence of Spirit; on Account, 
hich, Nonſenſe has been too often dignified 
the ſacred Names of Ir/piration and Power, 
yet, on the other Hand, he judged it nearly, 
t alike culpable, to ſeek after and truſt to 
ty Human Skill, in fixing upon Heads, and 
ſuch Meaſures, as to preach often only _ 
e 
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ſelf, independent as it were, of the quickning, en. 
lighting Preſence of the Hy Get, without which 
all preaching and all Hearing, are equally vain. 


He prayed and ſtudied, and ſtudied and prayed 
again, going always (unleſs Neceſſity prevented) 
from his Cloſet, and off his Knees, into the Pulpit 
But when he came there, he gave himſelf up wholly 
into the Hands of Goo, to be actuated and uſed b. 
Him, in all Reſpects, as might be moſt for Hig 
Glory. And it was glorious and wonderful, t 
ſee the good Effects, which were produced at thoſe 
Times, by the Words of Gop flowing from his Lips 
and entering into the Heart; without indeed the Or 
naments of ſtudied Eloquence, but in their native Ma 
jeſty and Simplicity; ſuch as they are in themſelve: i 
and as he himſelf reliſhed them. One Circumſtance 
relating to his Manner, was, that he almoſt alway: 
begun, and in general concluded his Sermons wit! 
4 Text of Scripture; but ſo judiciouſly cho/en 
as ſeldom failed to touch the Heart, and frequent. 
to caft Light on the whole Subject. 


Onz might eaſily gather from his Way of Preachinę lead 
how ſenſible he was of a Miſtake, or Error tho radir 
perhaps rarely noticed) in many Preachers, wiQMWireac] 
content themſelves, ſuppoſing there be but 0 
monſtration in their Sermons; that they have ſpo dior 
ken Things which cannot be reaſonably gainſay dare! 
| Whereas if there be nothing more than Clearnefs 0 
Demonſtration in a Sermon; it may indeed be | 
far ſaid of the Preacher, thou Preacheft wel! ; bu 
what then? Who is edified to Salvation? Who ar ich 
quickened in theirPurſuit of Gop and Heaven? WM Iny. 
hates his Sins? or who loves Gop the more fo em 
your Diſcourſe ? Now where theſe are not to ben t 
found; may not a Sinner as well be hearkning ily; 
a Mathametician demonſtrating Ezc/id's Elements, ¶Veeſe 
to a Preacher only proving a Point of Chriſtianit) 


WIA bur, Lr e 
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Ir was fur from ſatibfying him that his Sermbns 
ad in them ſuffcient Demonſtration: * But Rill re- 
gining in Mind, What is the true End of Preaching, 
amel) the bringing Souls acquainted' with, and 
hilding them up in Geb; he rated his Sermons 
xordingly and for the more effectual Promo< 
jon of this, he” ſtudied to be well acquainted 


0 


vith all the Motions and. SthBujents of the Hurt 


Heart, pointing his Diſcourſes there continually; 
kying hold, as it were, of its very inmoſt Thoughts, 
nd with the Sinner's own Weapons, llaying the 
Enemies of his Salvation. He applied to the Con- 
tience at every Turn; and after having at apy 
lime demonſtrated à peculiurly intereſting Truth, 
of general Nature, lie always RIES make 
1 4 perſonal Thing, an ene e Heart of 
gery one concerning their Part therein He fre- 
quently introduced, by Way of Com on, many 


ettion, and anſwered them in the Sermon, that ſhe, 
ately fatiofied, needed tio farther Enquiry: : 
| Y 30031041199. 154-3863. 174 23563 Of 2768 0#z 


Ir was very uſual with him in his Sermons, to 


oi eminently remarkable) he did not ſo much dwell 
hon the Vice itſelf abſtractedly, as he ſhewed the 
lnſons to themſelves, who were guilty thereof; and 
epteſented the unavoidable Danger of ſuch as lived 
ad died therein. It was not ſo much Pride, Envy 
er, Luft, Drunkenneſs, Swearing, and the like, 
Mich he painted in their deformed and deteſtable 
| — ra Nature 


ny. In deſcribing of Vices (for which he 
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Nature, (tho' he did this alfo ; ) but his Drift at 
ſuch Times, was to deſcribe the proud, the exvious, 
the angry, and the /u/ffu/ Mun; to alarm the Drun. 
kard, and the Swearer, &c. as with the Voice of 
Thunder, to eſcape for their Lives. The moſt 
guilty Perſon can fit and hear his Viee deſcribed, 
with Compoſure enough ; but the Conſcience of a 
Sinner, cannot fo eaſily eſcape, when the Preacher, 
ſpeaking as it were to one Perſon (tho' without par- 
ticularizing any) charges it home, Jbe art the Man, 
It was in this Way that his Sermons were, by the 
Grace of God, eff: Qual to. the Awakening and Con- 
verting of ſo many. 


His whole Life being one Series of holy living, 
and mental Improvement, preſerved his Heart, 
like an ever freſh, and overflowing Fountain, which } 
on every Occaſion poured forth its fruitful Streams 
of holy Doctrine, and perſuafive Exhortation. Iz 
was eaſy enough to diſcern, that he /e the Things 
he delivered. He 1 himfelf wholly to this one 
Thing; and, which was the crowning Glory of 
all, was him ſelf a Pattern of the Truths he taught. 


His own Exam ſtrengthens all his Laws; 
He is himſelf the gracious Saint he draws, 


 InpzzD this was firſt, and laſt, his Main Con» 
cern, That while he miniſtered. to the Wants of 
others, he-might not ſuſtain Loſs in his own Soul, 
Nor have to take up that ſad Complaint, They made 
me the Keeper of the Vineyards, but mine own Vineyard 
bave I not kept.“ It is a fearful Caſe for a Preacher, 
to be only like a Channel in a Garden, thro? which 
the Water runs to cool and moiſten the Herbs and 
Flowers, but nothing for its own. Uſe; if not like 
the Spoils of Bevers, Sheep and Silk-Worms, de- 
ſigned to cloath others, and are made the Occaſion 
of their own Nakedneſs, if not the Cauſe of their 
Death. This indeed is never the Intention of Gov, 


0 Cant. i. be 
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concerning his Servants ; but Men bring it upon 
themſelves thro? the Abuſe of his Favours. In this 
Caſe, perhaps, alas, more frequent than is com- 
nonly imagined, What is it but to build a Fortune 
to others, upon the Ruins of one's own Houſe, while 
ger preaching to others, thou thyſeif ai become 
Caflaway ! | 


—_— — — ———_ 


CHAP, K. 


0f bis frequent Sickneſs, the Exerciſes of his Mind 
2 and the —— — he mad. 
thereof. 


IIS original Conſtitution war ſtrong, and his 
Make and Stature ſuch, as, humanly ſpeak- 
ng, indicated Health and long Life. He ſeemed 
free from thoſe Incumbrances of Conſtitution 
which ſome have to ſtruggle with well nigh 
al their Days. His Complexion tended rather to 
the Melancholic, than any other, altho'“ from his 
great Fervour of Spirit, and Zeal for Gop's Glory. 
dne would have thought the contrary. But the Grace 
of Gop, is powerful to alter, and even invert, when He 
pleaſes, the Courſe of Nature. However, the natu- 
nl Temperature of his Body, ſeemed well calcu- 
ated both for the Service of Gop, and of his 
Neig hbour, he hs 


Dor in Fact, if his Bones had been Braſs, and 
lis Fleſh Iron, they muſt have yielded t the Vié- 
lence which his Life and Labours offered to his 
Conſtitution, He enjoyed good Health till about 
the Nineteenth Year of his Age, which was - the 
Year of his Converſion to Gov. But from the Twen- 
ien to the Twenty-eighth, which was the laſt 
Tear of his ſojourning among Men, his Life _ — 
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ſaid; to be no other than a lingering Death; as he 
pever was a'whole Day free from Pain or Weak- 
neſs... e 16 a4 *ony 
A flow. Fever, and Pain at his. Stomach were, for 
the moſt Part, his Companions, both by Day and 
Night. He could in this Reſpect ſay, literally, 1 
die daily. I bear in my Body the dying of the Lox n 
Jesus. For this his daily Martyrdom was brought 
5 him, and chearfully endured, wholly for His 
ame- fake. The Manner of his Preaching, in- 
tenſe Study, little Reſt, .and frequent outward Fa- 
tigues, broke the very Frame of his Nature, and 
brought him in a ſhort Time to ſuch a Habit of 
Body, as Medicines were never after able to remove, 
An eminent Phyſician once faid to him, Mr. 
Walf, I would not uſe my Horſe as you uſe your 
Body.“ The burning Fervour of his Spirit in the 
auſe of God, and the deep Concern which he con- 
tinually felt for the Salvation of Sinners, prevailed 
ever. all, that either Prudence could dictate, or 
Friends and Enemies perſuade, or threaten. 


Ir is, as he once. expreſſed it, (ſpeaking of his 

© IIIneſs) in the Work of God, in the Cauſe of 
Cunts! Therefore J rejoice ; for I count not 
©" my Life dear to myſelf, if I may but glorify my 
„ Loxd Gop, and only Maſtery, IEsus CHRIST“ 
It is really ſurprizing, that, conſidering his Weak- 
neſs and habitual Diſorders, he could poſſibly go 
thro' ſuch daily and nightly Labours as he did: 
Nor can it be accounted or otherwiſe, than that the 
Strength of Gop was made perfect in his Weakneſs. 
Sometimes (ſays he) when I begin the Labour of 
Love I am hardly able, either to walk or ſpeak ; 
« but after I have laboured a While, I find new 
Strength, and am even better than when 1 
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As to the Uſe which he always made of his III. 
reſſes, it will be beſt, and moſt fatisfgQorily gathered 
dom his own Words, in which, for the moſt Part, 
de following Accounts and Reflections are given. 
They are related in the Order of Time in which 


* Tueſdiy, Jan. 18. 1751. I preac hed on Matt. 
v. 3. but could not finiſh, being ſeized with an 
+ Apue, Immediately I went to Bed, I could 
3 in the Will of Gov, being perſuaded it was 
i for the better. True it is, that Afflictions are 
' not joyous, but grievous while they laſt, TY 
' afterwards they yield the peaceable Fruits of Righ- 
| teouſneſs. How great, O my Gop, are th 
' Goodneſs, and tender Mercies towards me! I. 
'l had a thouſand Tongues, I could not praiſe my 
' God as he deſerves. He remembers me in the 
(Time of my Trouble, and leaves not my Soul 
* Comfortleſs;: Lord, there is nothing Good in 
me, that Thou ſhould'ſt regard, and ſo remember 
me. All is of thy Free ; au and undeſerved 
' Mercy. O the ravihing Joy that ſeizes my, Heart, 
in meditating on the dying Love of-my Saviour! 
It raiſes me above all human Things, and car - 
; — my. Soul deep into the Myſteries of Godli- 
' neſs? | | 


Yet two Things he then eſpecially remarked, 


1ſt, How fad an Affair it is to leave the Wopk of 
dalvation, to a Time of Sicknefſs. Experience 
. oy he) has Songly, taught me, that if my 
* Peace was not made before ſuch an Affliction 
eg to a violent Fever, after which he wrote 
* theſe Words) as this was, it would never have 
been made; rather Diſtraction, and almoſt Mad- 
neſs would take up the Time; and not Repen- 
tance. Look O Jesus upon thoſe who are put- 
dag the Evil Day afar off.” 


, M 3 ES 2dly, 
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2dly. That before each of his Illneſſes; he had 
had remarkable Diſplays of the Divine GoodneG 
towards him. Thus he ſays, I cannot but re- 
mark the exceeding Goodneſs of God, ſor be. 
* fore my Illneſſes for ſome Years paſt, he always 
* gives me a clear Manifeſtation of vis Love.” 


Tus following Account of himſelf was after 2 
Feyer, which laſted nine and twenty Days, at 2 

Place called Tirreiſpaſt in Irelang. 

1. had no Joy for twenty Days. The Se- 
« verity of my Sickneſs. and Pain, preſſed down 
my Soul. Neither divine Light nor Love ſhone 
into my Heart; yet I prayed often with Freedom 
=... A ICE | | 


2. I had no ſtrong Temptations ; no Fear of 
Death, or Hell; neither had I any Deſire to die. 
On the thirteenth Day, I had an Aſſurance, that 
I ſhould not die in Tirre//paſs. My greateſt Un- 
eaſineſs arcſe from the Place where I lay, which 
was a narrow Room, with a Shop adjoining, 
where was Hurry and Noiſe almoſt continually. 
This Circumſtance, thro”. the Evil of my Heart, 
often became a Temptation to Impatience. But 
J cried unto the Lox b, and He Kale every Thing 
more eafy to me every Day.“ 2 
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3. Asour the twentieth Day, my Soul and Bo- 
© dy much revived. I could after a Night of Hea- 
* vineſs and Affliction, rejoice in God. I expe- 
« rienced much of the Love of Cuzisr. - But yet 
« I felt the Old Man. Alas! what an evil Heart 
* have 11 How hard is it to humble me, and wean 

* my Deſires from Earth? Loxp, Thou knowelt 
-* my Heart and Reins. And is it not my Deſire to 

love Thee with all my Soul, and ſerve Thee with 

« all my Strength & | | 
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« [5 there a Thing beneath 1 N 
„ That firives with Thee my Heart to ſhare F 

- Ab, tear it thence, and reign alone 40 
The Lonp of ev ry Motion ere.” 8 


1 a Os the twenty- -fixth Day, . in the Morn- 
ing, the gracions Lon p repleniſhed my Soul with 
His Love. He poured out His Spirit upon me. 
The Intercourſe was open between Heaven and 
'my Soul. J loved, and could pray for all. the 
World, as for myſelf. O how does CnrrsT in- 

large the Heart! What Flames of divine Charity 
does He kindle there! Fhe —— -ſeventh Day 
[had ſuch a Senſe of the Mercy of Gop as 23 
overcame my Soul. In the Evening however, I 
felt a ſevere Struggle: But the ble Spirit ſoon n 
delivered, and ſet my Heart at Liberty.” 


Mn Shics: it hath pleaſed Thee, to foure 
ne a little longer, make my Life Uſeful. Let me 
'be wholly given up to Thee, and thy Service, that + 
| may, 855 Thee, in all Things, thro* IEsus 


CHRIST, my deareſt ele and SA VIOUu S. 
158. ä es 


Ir is eaſy to diſcern, as thro? the general Tenor 
nis Life, ſa eſpecially in thoſe Times of Sick- 
i that his main Concern reſpected his Inward Man, 
State of his Heart Gop-ward. He carefully 
tended to all its Motions, and regarded its every 
eration 3. and he as freely owned whatever he 
und amiſs, as he_ thankfully Auge Ws 
0 neſs af Gos towards him. . | 8 


— of Sickneks, if not abuſed, are com- 
my, and they are always intended of God, to 
Times of much Bleſſing. We want often what 
neſs among other Things implies, That is, 
t Neceſſary Retirement of ſuch Seaſons; which 
es us Opportunity of calling to 14 
3 * our Whats Linn 7 
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the Midſt of the Worlds Glare, and the Hurry of 
Company and  Employments, it is an eaſy Mat. 
ter, and very common to miſtake even Slavery for 
Freedom, to overlook our Follies, and miſcaſl our 
Vices ; But | 


The Faults are few we flatter when alone, 
—— A ſick Bed is a Doctor of the Heart. 


Then if ever, Perſons are obliged to attend to that 
deliberate Reflection, that Self-Converſation, the 
Want of which, is, without Doubt, one great Cauſe 
of the Folly and E xtravagance of Mankind in general, 
We #nou dot, becauſe we ds nat con ffder. And how 
dreadful muſt the State of that Perſon be, who be · 
ing deprived of the Life of ' Gop, ſtill ſuffers the 
Croud of Affairs, the Noiſe of his Paſſions, and the 
Deluſions of the World, to hinder him from thinking 
of his preſent real Condition and latter End. Alas! 


How muſt a Spirit, late eſcap'd from Earth, 
The 7ruth of Things new blazing in its Eye, | 
Look back, aftoniſhed, on the Ways of Men 

| Whoſe Lives whole Drift is to forget their Graves,” 


NoT#winG can be more proper for a Perſon who 
walks upon the Borders of Eternity, and is haſtning 
continually to his final Audit, than daily to flip 
away from the Circle of Amuſements, and fre- 
quently to relinquiſh the Hurry of Buſineſs, in 
order, deeply to. confider, and adjuſt the Things 
that belong to his Peace, And in order to this, How 
true is it that, To a Mind intent upon its own Im- 

rovement, Solitude, whether of Sickneſs, or vo- 
— choſen; has Charms incomparably more 
engaging, than the Entertainments preſented in the 
Theatre, or the Henturs conferred in the Drawing 


Room. 


LI 


y juſtl ſeem urge | chat Man who 
oves nothing like his own Pe da, e 
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lates nothi ſo mych as being confined. to his 

wn Converſation, Solitude — Multitudes, is 
kt another Name for Miſery. '"And* the ſupreme 
lch of worldly - Greatneſs, is too nice and weak 
p bear the Examination o "x gb. © Moft Pegple 
dead the Knowledge o and love ' to be entire 
rangers to the Secrets of their Soul. 
Vain Man has meaſured Land and Sea, 

Fathom'd the Depths of States and Kings, - 
O'er Earth and Heaven explor'd his 4 

Yet there are two vaſt ſpacious Thin _ 
To meaſure, which 'doth moſt behove 8 1 
Yet few that ſind them, Sin and Love. ns Tar 


In reality whatſoever is without ur, 5 foreign to 
ne true Happineſs, and therefore deſerves our 
Iteem, only ia proportion, as it tends. to the Re- 
plation of our imwerd Mar. Our rea! Goods ud, 
hils, are 'altogether of an IWernd! e Andi ip th 
kecount of Gov our greateſt 'Bleffin what 4 
nitaken World, often call the g rene Mir 'Misfortunes,” 
ach as Poverty, Sickneſs, Ges and the like. To 
e converſant at home, to take Account of the State 
if our Soul, and purſue our Meaſures univerſally, 
i Reference thereto, is in Truth the prime Wiſdom, 
Man But Self-Love always blinds us in 4-7 
ling. or other which re s our own Perſons, ang 
ontinually opens to us ſome 12 Door, to give 
Means and Opportunity to, Steal away from _ 
an Sight and to make our pat _ r. 0 


1 what a riddle of abſurdity! 1 
Like children babbling erat f in their . 
We cenſure Nature for a ſpan too ſhort; | 
we ſpan too ſhort we tax as tedious to 

Torture Invention, all Expedients tire A 

8425 the ling'ring Moments into ſpeed; 


Dd us (happy riddance | From gs 
takes off pur cha 3 
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Bleſt Leiſure is our Curſe, ; like that of Cain 

It makes us wander, wander Earth around 

To fly that tyrant Thought. Vet 

— = moment we may wiſh 
When worlds want wealth to buy. 

0 then, for Yeſterdays to come ! 


Alas! To what Purpoſe is it to flee from ourſelves 


ſince we cannot poſſibly avoid either the Sight, o 
the Juſtice of Gop. . y 


TiMzs of Sickneſs are likewiſe, often Timss of 
Trial, and fore Temptation. The Enemy taking 
| Advantage of the © Powers of the Mind, 
and other painful Circumſtances, endeavours te 

. egal, in our low Eſtate; at leaſt to embar- 


wo e lex, if he gan do nothing; worſe: Then; 
it ever, des he caſt i in his fiery Darts, and often aſk, 7 
ere i now thy, Goo? And. {o this Servant of Gor ''F 


und it, in à Meaſure, with- BeſpeR to both the 
one and the other; Bleſſings, and the Trials of 
- Sickneſs. What follows o may "be conſidered as a 


Li or af, r755. I was ſeized RY 
"I; ever, 5 e Room, till Fri- 

Fn ſhall remark. the following H, 
« Particulars, 


' 18, Texamined myſelf Whatmight be the Cauſe 4 

* of this Illneſs; but could not diſcern any Thing lig. 

in particular. I fa indeed that many of my rim 
. * Tempers,, Words: and Actions were. not. truly 

. * holy 'T was aſhamed of my beſt Performances. lex 
\ my beſt living as a mere Blot: Yet the 


a s 
3 


3 * A | ſubject to Te 
2 this Sickneſs ty 25 


. i — 


Mr. Tnou xs WALSH, 143 

(hard of Gon, or repine at my Illneſs: But I had 

 piritual Conflicts, wreſtlings againſt Principal tie. 

i md Peers, again the Rulers of the Darkneſs of this 
World; againſi wicked Spirits in hig Places, The 
' third Day, which was Thur/day, October 30, 1 
had the ſoreſt Conflict that ever I felt. I was ſud- 
i denly ſeized” in Body, and amazed in Mind. 1 
thought every Moment would have been my laſt. 
1 bad a vehement Thirſt. My Tongue was dry 
nd turgid. And my Soul was in an Agony. 1 
vas overwhelmed with Fear, Sorrow, and ſore 
' Aflition,” | 


' eſpecially thoſe which were ſince I had been en- 
' lightened, and ſince I preached. the Goſpel. - I 
aw, and felt myſelf Hell-deſerving ; that I was 
' nothing, and Berg. no good Work before Gos. 
J was really poor, in ſuch a Manner and 5 ö 
1 never felt before. I was ſtript, hu 0 
(emptied, laid open, confounded and afraid of 
'Gop's Judgments :; tho? not afraid of the Devil, 
'or Hell. Nay, I all the while knew I had Re- 


( Sins were forgiven, Who can underſtand ? Onl 


How ſuitable, on this Qccaſion, is that Prayer, 
Inter not into Fudgment with thy Servant, O Load : 
Tho can ſtand the Teſt of Omniſcient Purity? 
Of Him, who Foibles in Archangels ſees 1 The 
life of this Servant of G On, was, from the 
Time of kis Converſion, remarkably fair, with- 
oat Blemiſh, and one Series of Endeavour to 
pleaſe his God alone. Yet now, when Gop, 
br wiſe Ends, had let him ſee What he had been 
u himſelf, /aying Judgment to the Line, and Righ- 


© ALL the Sins of my Life paſſed before me; but 


' demption in the Blood of J=s vs, and that all my 
' ſuch as have felt the ſame.” | 1 2 


4477 to the Plumbet, How inſupportable was the 
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- © thou bleeding Love! 'Whd can pay The 
Praiſes due! What haſt Thou done to become / 
Lon b our Righteouine/s, to redeem us from ourſelves 
and Wrath eternal! | 


% No: our bf Actions cannot pleaſe, 
But Thou muüſt purge e'en them; 
Vet, ſince in Thee I do S%e be 
My worſt ſhall not condemn. 


What ere in me ſeems Good or Wiſe, 
Or Strong, I here diſclaim: 
I waſh my Garments in je Blood 
Of the atoning'Lamb1 
+0) 02K LT 3 3-1. JIOW 0354194 if Ii 1 4 
„ galy; In the Midſt of my Troubles, I had Li 
<Serty/+n Prayer. My Underſtanding and Memor. 
„remained with me, and Abundance of ſpiritua 
Matter was ſuggeſted to my Mind. Even Paſ. 
ſages of Scripture, that I never uſed before, were 
© brought do mein Prayer, I was alarmed i 
every Part, and eried mightily to Goy.. I crie 
© to all about me to pray for me. ' Surely they {a 
the Bitterneſs of my Soul. Gov remember the 
for Good, who then ſympathized with me in m 
Trouble.“ N ped Fs | 


AIchly, It left me gradually, and without an 


© ſenſible Joy. Peace and Confidence aroſe by De 
c 1218 |; 22 10 4 4 "_ f the 
rees, in my Spirit. The very Extremity ot 

Combat, lafted about 4 Quarter of an Hour. It 
jjuſt then occurred to me, that ſome Days before, 
© T heard IEsus, as it were, ſpeak, and ſay to me 
Satan hath de fired to have thee, that be may ſiſi i 
brut, but I have prayed for thee, that thy Fail 
© may not foil. And now I fully underſtood it. 
In ſo many Inſtances, are thoſe Words of ou 
Long true: What Ido; thou knoweſt not now ; 
but thou ſhalt know hereafter.” 3 
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«* cthly, I felt, (and might it not be the Deſign 


«of Gop in the whole?) that the Name of Jesus 
alone could avail to bring me to Gop, * : 2 | 
| * T9 | | 4 


our good Things from the Son of Gos, thro' bis NAME, as 
un which performs for us every Thing we need: That there 
is Salvation in no other—His Name, thro* Faith in his Name 
hath done ſo and ſo; Men are ſaid to be condemned becauſe of 
wt believing in His Name; and again to have Life thro' his 
lune, and for his Name-ſake the little Children's Sing are (aid 
to be forgiven them; with much to the ſame Purpoſe, This is-the » 


xcurs 1 think not leſs than four Hungred and tifty Times 
n the New Teſtament. Ignatius is ſaid to have had it 
egraved on his inward Parts, a.d ſo found after his Death. St. 
Ain, could no longer reliſh the Writings of Cicero (tho* he onee 
ſo admired them) and for a while wondered what was the Cauſe? 
But he found it was, that the ſweet Name of sus was not 
to be ſound in them: and as Solomon ſays, Can that which is 
ſavory be eaten without Salt? So a true Believer in Jxsvs, can 
reliſh nothing, eſteeming unſavoury as the White of an Egg 
what ever has not ſomething of HIM mingled 'therewith, In 


without Him Nothing, Tis a Heaven to be with Him, a Hell 
tobe without Him ! ; . | 4 


To the true Lovers of Jzsus, @ Name, which was of Ne- 
eſſity, ſo precious to the Perſon before us, one can hardly ſay too 
mich of Him, I therefore willingly take Occaſion to ſubjoin a 
little Extract concerning this precious Name. | 


© [ExovAn hath changed the-ineffable Name into a Name 
Itterable by Man, and deſirable by all the World; the Majeſty 
d all arrayed in Robes of Mercy; the adorable Myſtery of the 
] OY Patriarchs was made fit for Pronunciation an! Expreſſion, when 
e became the Name of the Loz D's Cux1sT, And if IX Ro- 
van be full of Majeſty and Terrour, the Name Jzsvs, is full of 
dweetneſs and Mercy, It is God clothed with Circumſtances of 
( Familiarity, and Opportunities of approaching Him. Gop could 
on be received or eatertained by Men till be was made Human 
t ad ſenſible by the Adoption of a ſenſitive Nature. Thus was 
is Perſon made tangible, and his Name utterable, and his Mercy 
backt home to our Neceſſities, and the Myftery made plain at 
"BY fc naming the boly Child Ixs us.“ | 


N 


* FxxQUENT Mention is made in holy Scripture of receiving | 


Mut Jesus, a Name above every Name, and of which 
the Chilaren of Cop have been ever peculiarly fond. of © / 


tort, with Jesus every Thing is acceptable to a gracious Heart; 


— $$ SOS. 2%} « —— 


and Perſons of eminent Sanctity and Employment, in the elder 


Have one of the Letters of JzHovan put into it, and ſo had 
„ $©*4b when he was a Type of Cxx1sT, and Prince of the 


them all, with ample Returns in the Name of Ixsus. 


abba ———̃ I — ———— L———ͤ—ͤ— os ev av 


=, 


146 The Life and Death of 


* ſuch a deep Senſe of this, as I never had before. 
I had beſides, extraordinary Evidence of the eter. 


nal. Power and Godhead of CarisT Jesus. In 
| all 


4% Au then was Gep's Mercy at full Sea ; then was the 
Time when He made no Reſerves of bis Benignity, To Patriarchs 


Ages of the World, Gov according to the Degrees of his Ma- 
nifeſtation or preſent Purpoſe, would give them one Letter of his 
ineffable Name. For the Reward that Abraham had in the 
change of his Name, was that he had the Honour done him to 


raelitiſÞ Armies; and when Go p took away one of theſe Letters 
It was a Curſe os 


$6.25, = wc Aa, = a —ͥ! , . aw © © 


4% BuT now He communicated all the wvhole Name to this 
boly Child, and put a Letter more to it, to ſignify that He waz 
the Glory of God, the expreſs Image of his Father's Perſon, 
God Eternal; and then manifeſted to theWorld in bis Humanity,” 


_ This heav'n-aſſom'd majeſtic robe of earth, 
He deign'd to wear, who hung tle vaſt «xpanſe 
Wich azure bright, and cloath'd the ſun in gold, 


« AND thus all the World who expected Bleſſedneſs, and bad 
treaſured all their Hopes in the ineffable Name of Gov, found 


4% Tx1s Miraculous Name is above all the Powers of Magical 
Inchantments, This is the Name at which the Devils did trem- 
ble, and pay their inforced and involuntary Adorations, by con- 
fefling the Divinity, and quitting their Poſeſſions and uſurped 
Habitations. If our Prayers be made in this Name Gop opens the 
Windows of Heaven and rains down BenediQion, At the 
Mention of this Name the bleſſed Apoſtles, and many other 
Lights, who followed hard after the Sun of Righteouſneſs, wrought 
great and prodigious Miracles : Signs and Wonders, and Healings 
were done by the Name of the id Jr 3 us," 


« Tu 1s is the Name which we ſhould engrave in our Hearts, and 
write upon our Foreheads, and pronounce with our moſt harmo- 
nivus Accents, and reſt our Faith upon, and Place our Hopes in, 
and Love with the ovcifl. wings of Charity and Joy, and Adorati- 
ticn, And as the Revelation of this — ſatisſied the Hopes 
of all the World, ſo it muſt determine our Worſhippings, and the 
Addieſſes of our exterior and intetior Religion 1 it wa Te 
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all my Illneſſes this Truth has been wonderfully 
© revealed to me, both by the external Evidence of 
holy Writ, and the internal Evidence of the 
Holy Spirit. None of the Prayers which I made 
* Uſe of, ſo foiled and drove away Satan, as ]z- 4 
sus, Son of the living God, have Mercy upon, 
* and ſave me from this Hour.” Likewiſe the ! 
' fifty-third of 1/aiah, the twenty-third of Jeremiah, | 
and the ſixteenth of St. Matthew, with much of the 
* Revelation, came into my Mind: And my Prayers 
were made up chiefly of Paſſages from theſe 
* Places, I cried out, when I thought I ſhould 
' ſpeak no more, and ſaid, Loxy, I have truſted 
in Thee, and I believe Thou wilt raiſe me up at 
the laſt Day.” 


I had at the ſame Time, moſt earneſt Deſires, 
to be made holy. I ſaw more clearly than ever 
the Nature and Neceſſity of Perfect Love; and 
was fully perſuaded of the Neceſſity of preaching 
* Chriſtian Perfection, and of declaring, that an is 


of Grace. 
6thly, 


Name whereby Gov and God's Mercies are made preſent to 
vs, and proportionate Objects of our Religion an? Aff. tion. Now 
if any Man love not this Name, even the Lony Js CAA. 
0 God, what ſhall become of him ! (1 Cor. xvi. 22.) | 


This Mighty NAME Salvation is, 
And keeps our happy Souls above ! 
Delight it brings, and Joy, and Peace, 
And Life, and everlaſting Love : 
To me with this dear Name are given 
Pardon, and Holineſs, and Heaven ! 


What tho' a Thouſand Hoſts engage, 
A Thouſand Worlds my Soul to ſhake; 
I have a Shield ſhall quell their Rage, 
Shall drive the Alien Armies back ; 
Pourtray'd it bears 2 bleeding Lamb, 
And ſhews the lovely J=3u's Nau ! 
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* Gthly. For four or five Days, after it was over, 


I had much of the Preſence of Gov, and of 


* ChRIsT. Many Scripture Truths revealed to me, 
and ſtrong Aſſurances, that Gop would ſpare me a 
little longer, to preach His Goſpel to the ] gno- 


rant, and them that are out of the Way, and to 


* help forward the Faith of His Children. 


© I write this Account November 8, 17;:, being 


« pretty free from bodily Pain, at Peace with Goo, 
and all Mankind, defirous, and determined to live 
« wholly to the Glory of Gop; to be a Servant 
of all, giving my Life, Time, and Strength, 
With every other Talent-intruſted to me, to Goo, 
and the Church, which my dear Ixsus purchaſed 
with his Blood. To Him with the Almighty Fa- 
ther, and Eternal Spirit, be aſcribed the King- 


dom, Power, and Glory, n ©7199 For ever, 


and to Eternity.“ 


Tut very Day on which he wrote theſe RefleQti- 
ons, and the firſt of his going out, after this Hlneſs, 
it being a Day — for Faſting and Prayer, to 
avert the Judgment of God, which ſeemed impend- 


ing over theſe Nations; he was taken in a Chair to 


the Preaching-Houſe, and preached for a full Hour, 
having (as he expreſſes it) a deep, Senſe of the 
« Majeſty of Gon, and joyful Confidence, that he 
«< would defend the-real 7/-ae/ites from the impending 


2 00.” = 


Tur frequent Experience which he had of re- 
remarkable eſcapes from Confinement, by Diſorders 
which threatened him with a ſudden Removal hence, 


and theſe in Times of Preaching eſpecially, made 
it à frequent and felt Expreſſion with him, When. 


I An weak, then I am ſtrong.“ 


« Warn one knows (ſays he, on another of theſe 
© Occafions) that: Go is for him, that he has Re- 
« demption in the Blood of CNRIsT, then t 
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(he be rich, or in Sickneſs, or in Health, 
i he is happy, and can rejoice. Have I recovered 
' my Strength ? And am I freely forgiven my for. 
mer Treſpaſſes ? Does the Spirit of Gop dwell in 
' my Heart ? And can I by Faith behold a recon- 
i ciled God, and interceding Saviour, at his right 
Hand? Well, then, welcome Sickneſs, Contempt, 
poverty, and Death. If I meet with worldly 
Troubles, 'tis to make my Crown the brighter. 
If I ſuffer for CunrrsT's Sake, happy am I. If I 
© bear the Croſs, I ſhall wear the Mae] Is my 
Body cold ? I am warmed with the Flames of 
' ſacred Love; naked? I have a Covering of 
© wrought Gold, the Righteouſneſs of my Saviour! 
Hungry? I have Meat to eat the World knoweth 
not of, the hidden Manna, and the Bread of Life. Let 
me ſuffer then with Cyrisr. Men may kill my 
' Body ; but it would only ſend me the ſooner to 
Heaven.“ | * 


oo WW TY WO. 
* 


The following Inſtance, and which is the laſt I 
ſhall mention on this Head, is the rather inſerted, 
becauſe in it may be ſeen a true Picture of the Man, 
from the feeling, free Pourings out of his own 
Heart. It was at Briſtol, after recovering from a 
dangerous Fever. | | | 


Fox three Days laſt paſt, I had much Converſe 
with God, and vehement Deſires to live wholly 
to His Glory. I have enquired into the Reaſon 
of mine Affliction, and think, God did it to hum- 
ble me, that I ſhould not be puffed up with the 
* Praiſes of the People. They cannot indeed too 
much admire the Truths of Gop, nor be too 
* thankful to Him for them. But the Danger was, 
leſt I ſhould think myſelf ſomebody :* Yet I can- 
* not lay to-my own Charge the Defire of Applauſe,. 
neither did I find it lift me up: On the contrary, 
* it often made me aſhamed; knowing my o. n HY 
* Vileneſs, and how little I either ſuffered or did I 


for Gobi“ 2 
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| © Anp truly Lwas never more ſenſible of my Un- 
© proftableneſs, than I am at this Hour. I bluſh 
© to ſee and hear how others 175. and have lived ;. 
t and at how low a Rate Lyet live. But above all, 
hen I confider the Life of the holy Jesvs, O 
* how far ſhort do I come! I am not entire- 
x ly dead to myſelf. Jam not altogether free 
from Affection to Creatures. I cannot rejoice 
< equally to ſuffer, as to be comforted. I ſpeak 
Words I ought not. I ſpend ſome Minutes un- 
© profitably. In ſhort, I do not love Gov, or my 
* Neighbour as I ought.” 


O, was it not for Free Grace, and the Blood 

of Sprinkling, Where ſhould I appear ! But Thon 
* knoweſt my Deſire, or rather the Deſire of thy 
Spirit within me. Thou knoweſt that there has 
never been a Saint: upon Earth whom I do not de- 
« fire to reſemble, in doing and ſuffering thy whole 
Will. I. would walk with Thee, my God, as 
© Exch did. I would follow Thee to a Land un- 
'« known, as Abraham did. I would renounce all 
for Thee, as did Me/es, and Paul. I would, as 
did Szepher, ſeal Thy Truth with my Blood ! 


© Is not this the Defire of my Soul, O my Sa- 
.* vieur? O, give me Power; give Grace and Con- 
.* ſtancy. For unleſs Thou helpeſt, all my Long- 
,* ings and Praying will prove fruitleſs But if 
"= * watereſt theſe Plants, of thine own right 
Hand's planting, this Grain ſhall become a great 
Free, and my Soul ſhall be ſwallowed up in Thee 
my Lon GO! es | 


Iss was my Comfort, and my Joy, my Life, 

and my Strength. O, if I had not Jesvs for my 
Help, I ſhould be miſerable. But ſince J have 
Thee, my Lord, I am therefore happy in theſe 
my Afflictions. The lovely Smiles of Thy.Coun- 


* 
* 


' © tenance, which ſhine with Glory, revive and raiſe 
* me. O, divine Love ! What haſt Thou done for 
6: ” ms 


* 
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* me, a poor Sipner ! Bleſs. the Lon p, O my Soul, 


© and forget not all His Ro S 


O that my Soul was loofened from this Body, 
that I might aſcend the holy Hill of the Lons ! 


« my Jesus, When ſhall I behold Thee Face to 
« Face,! Q.that this ſeperate Wall was broken down, - 
« this Partition was but taken away, and that I 


could even now enter into the celeſtial Courts, 


there to ſing everlaſting Hallelujahs to my Lox d, 


© God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, Amen ! 


EY 2 


11 4 „ 


— * 


CHAP X. 


Of his Temptations, Conflits, and various Ener- 


ciſes of Soul, 


HE Proneneſs which we find in ourſelves to- 


Extremes, diſcovers itſelf perhaps in nothing 
more, than in Things pertaining to the Kingdom 


of Gov, We are apt to allow too much or too 
little; are for. wholly receiving, or wholly rejetting- 
almoſt every Thing: and find, that it is one of 


the hardeſt Matters in the World to keep a proper 


Medium between Extremes, indeed of every Kind: 


But we find. it peculiarly fo, with reſpe& to Things 
that concern the inyifible World ; 45 A e 


mviſible Spirits, whether Geod or Bad. What is 


more common on the One Hand, than to hear 
People ſay, of well nigh every Occurrence, , and 
Alteration in their Spirit, The Devil has done 


this. The Enemy has brought it = me,” and- 


the like : Whereas in reality, the Difference which 


we. ſometimes feel in ourſelves, with x neg” che 


Senſations of Chearfulneſs, and Depr 
neſs and Langour, ariſe from the Contexture 
of our animal Frame, in which the Vis more 
immediately concerned than the Soul. And very 


On , Alert- 


often 


„„ Wee and 2464149) r 


often it is the Spirit of Truth, and of Purity, that 
reproves us, for ſomething blameable in our Spirit 
or Conduct; ſome Inſtance of Omiſſion, unfaith. 
fulneſs or actual Sin: Caſes of Divine Viſitation 
are eaſy enough to be diſtinguiſhed, by ſuch as are 
truly Spiritual. n $1 


Turk are thoſe, on the other Hand who, 
prone to Philoſophize, almoſt every Thing, aſcribe 
moſt of the Occurrences in the World, the Differ. 
ences we find: in ourſelves, and Phenomena in Na- 
ture, to mere natural Cauſes : And fo, well nigh 
exclude. inviſible Beings from having any Thin 
to do with the Ways of Men: living in this reſpedh, 
zwitheut God in the World, - _ 


Ir is indeed a Point of Wiſdom, well worthy our 
Purſuit, in order to the true Peace of out Lives, tb 
know, What, in the Courſe of our Experience, 
we ought to afcribe to Gop,. to Angels, whether 
Good or Evil, and to ourſelves. © How greatly 
would it contribute to prevent many evil Reaſon- 
ings and ſelf-tormenting Conſternations? And it is 
a Point of Knowledge, to which tbe Children if 
the Kingdom are entitled and do actually attain 
from Gop thro' the Aids of Faith and Prayer. 
For ſo hath the Holy Ghoſt ſaid 77 have an Un- 
tion from the Holy One, and ye know all Things, — 
All Things that are Needful to be known, in 
order to our walking acceptably, and pleaſing Gos 
in all Things. | 


Tus following few Particulats, in the Courſe of 
the Experience of this Man of Gop, which are 
aſcribed to the Agency of the Powers of Darkneſs, 
are (among an Infinity of other Inſtances in the 
World) ſufficient Proofs, of the Attempts of thoſe 
malicious Spirits, to fea/ and to deffroy, as faith our 
Lord: to rob us of the Grace of Gov, and tt 

deſtroy our Souls. Yes, 
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From Thrones of Glory driven, 
By flaming Vengeance hurl'd | 
They throng the Air and darken Heaven,, 
And rule the lower. World 
With Rage that never ends, 
f Their heliſh- Arts they try, 
Legions of dire malicious Fiends,. - 
| And Spirits enthron'd on high.“ 


fra following only are here related, to affift, in: 
bine Meaſure, our Knowledge of Satan's Devices ;- 


thro' Ignorance of which many Souls are often 


ily perplexed, and hindered in their Heavenly. 


Journey. 


mrious Kinds, are a Part of the Portion of real 
Chriſtians in this World. And unleſs we firſt be cut 


n the Temple of God; but (by. breaking. and 
poliſhing our Roughneſs may become plain, or- 
aur ſparks kindled, and we may be either for the 

Temple, or the Altar, ſpiritual Building, or holy 
fire ; ſomething that Gop ſhall delight in, and 
then the Temptations, and the ſevereſt 'Frials were 
tot amiſs. Aud therefore we muſt not wonder, 
dat oftentimes it ſo- happens, that nothing will 
move a Temptation; no Diligence, no Ad- 
nes, no Labour, no Prayers; not becauſe theſe 
ve ineffectual, but becauſe it is moſt fit the 
Temptation-ſhould abide, for Ends of God's de- 
igning: in every ſuch Caſe the Word of Promiſe 

ling as to St. Paul (while he was ſtill continued 
v the War) my Grace is ſuſſicient for Thee. 


Ir is a great Thing (as he once obſerved) to» 
(de acquainted with the inviſible World. Gop 
is always preſent :-but our Eyes are cloſed, and 
our Hearts hardened, till CHN ISH the true Light, 
ud Life of Men, is revealed within us. Then, and 


wt. before, we. have Accels to the Father ; and 


«rhe. 


| 
7 


wal 


Tave' it is, that Tempiations, and Trials of“ 


ull hewen in the Mountains, we ſhall not: be fixed 
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the Holy Gbe leads us into the Myſteries of the 
Kingdom of Heaven.” 


Concerninc the variety of inward Exerciſc 
any Conflicts which he went through from firſt tc 
laſt, he often took Notice that they were greate 
on the Lorp's Day; and ſays on the Occaſion 
* Logp, I am more aiflicted on thy Day, than o 
* any other, Thou knoweſt the Cauſe. If it be 
the Enemy that affiils me, do Thou rebuke him 
* let him — no Power over my Body or Sou} 
And O give me thy Meek, and Long-ſuffering 
Mind to bear whatſoever Burden Thou permittef 
to come upon me.“ 85 


Hz obſerves likewiſe, When I have moſt Life 
and Power in Preaching, then the Devil and Si 
* muſter all their Force, and thruſt ſore at me 
* But hitherto Gop has ſerved me, both fron 
_ * the great Offence, 2 Miſery and De 


jection. '(fays 
| | | over 
Tur Inſtanees of the Reſiſtance ke found in the sit 
Time of Preaching from inviſible Powers, permittec Cob 
of Gop to exerciſe him then, were highly remark Merc 
able. And are perhaps, beft accounted for fro Enen 
2 Cor, xii. 7. He has ſometimes ſtarted in Amaze, ¶¶ mtr 
at horrible Injections, concerning God, or CHRIST, u 
or ſome fundamental Article of the Chriſtian Re- | BY 
ligion; even then, while he has been powerfull 5. 
— proving, and enforcing it. I have ofte a 
heard him fay in Effect, that there was not a ſingle 
divine Truth, in the which he was then eſtabliſhed H. 
tor which he had not fought, reſiſting as it were 
unto Blood. For he would take nothing upo T] 
Truſt ; nor ſee- with the Eyes of others. He de- 
rived his Sentiments from the Fountain-Head. 
His beſt Things come from Gop in the Way ol Oxe 
Labour and ſtriving. | ed t 
| ap; 
He has been ſometimes deprived of the Uſe of ſome 01 


of his Senſes, during the very Time of Preaching ! 
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(uce in particular, May 175 1. In the mĩdſt of his Diſ- 
curſe, he, in an Inſtant, loſt his Eye-ſight, and fell 
kck in the Pulpit, yet Pr during che whole 
ſine, the perfect Uſe of his Underſtanding: He 
however, ſoon tecowered, and finiſhed the Sermon. 
le believed, and was not confounded. 


I know the Devil hates me, was a frequent 
ling with him on theſe Occaſions : And often 
then he has been diſturbed in the Silence of che 
light, in Ways more than Natural; and well 
bowing the Cauſe, he has, with much Confidence, 
n the Name of) sus commanded the Adverſary 
* gone; found it always according to his 
7 2 


RivixG one Day with a Friend, and ky a3 
le was wont, of =: Goodneſs of Gor, and of the 
(anfidence which he found in Him, that he would 
reſerve him unto everlaſting Life 


' over his Head. Ac I came to the Ground, it was, 
a it were, ſounded in my Ears, Will you truſt 


contrary Emotion in my Heart ! 


With holy Indignation fill'd, Io 
When by the Prince of Hell withſtood, 
Firm I reſiſt, I graſp my Shield, 
And quench his fiery Darts in Blood! 


Having done all, by Faith I ſtand, 43 
And give the Praiſe, O Lon po to Thee! 
Thy holy Arm, thine own right Hand 
Hath got Thyſelf the Victory!“ 


Oxe Particular which ought perhaps to be re- 
ed to this Head, and which to ſome, no doubt, 
appear fingular, was a frequent, painful, and 
« nigh diſtreſſing Apprehenſion, which he ſome- 


: 


| * Juſt then, 
'(fays he) my Horſe, on a plain Place, threw me 


Cob now? ” Yes, I ſaid, for ever! Thro' the. 
Mercy of the Lorp I was not hurt. I ſaw an 
Enemy had done it. + I was thankful, and felt no 


times 
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times had of Dying. _'The Thought of Diſſoluti 
had always in- it, ſomething eribte to his — 
And what renders it the more obſervable is, That it 
was ſo, even at thoſe Times, when he cculd truly 
triumph in CHRIST, knowing in whom he had 
believed, and that he ſhculd® be witk Him for 
ever. Of this we have the following Account from 


Himſelf. 


Sat. Decem. 1. 1753. After Preaching I ſtu- 
died cloſely till Ten. IJ found infinite Sweetneſ⸗ 
in Gop ; and much Power breath'd into my 
Soul after all the Mind f CHRIST. At preſent 
am tempted chiefly witk the Fear of Death. 
I believe my Pardon is ſealed by the Blood of 
the Covenant. I have no Fear of Hell, And yet 
I am ſorely apprehenſive of Death.“ Again, 


Monduy 220. I was this Day, as I have been 
frequently of late, much perplexed at the Thought 
„of Dying: I believe my Redeemer liveth, and 
that I Have an Intereſt inhis Blood, and yet, 
© notwithſtanding, I am ſore amazed at the Thought 
of Diſſolution.“ = Nr 


To a Perſon indeed at Reſt in his Poceſſions; 
Eccluſ. xli. 1.) One to whom bir World is all, and 
An whom Gaiety well nigh forgets it js to die; it is 
not to be wondered at that th 'ſhould be the 
terrible Averſion of ſuch.* For O ETzxnity ! 
thou pleaſing dreadful Thing, | 


« At thought of thee, each ſublunary wiſh 
Lets go its eager graſp, and drops the World;“ 


* ———- T9 him alas, to bim I fear, 
The Faee of Death will tertible appear, 
Who, in kis Life, flattring his ſenſual Pride, 
By being known to all the World befide. 
Doth not himſelf when he's a dying know, 
Nor what he is, nor whither he's to g0:! 
Cowl:y 


And 
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And in the juſt approaching — of this, to 


lum not whither one is going; to take a Leap in the 
Dork ; to be unacquainted. with HIM, the Know- 
ledge of whom, alone, diſarms Death of his Sting, 
and ſo, ſmooths our Paſſage to the Grave: and this 
too, perhaps after the known Neglect of bleffed 
Opportunities of Salvation, Reſiſtence of Conviction, 
and it may be, a violent ſmothering the Light of Gon 
within us, intended to lead from the Darkneſs and 
Death of Nature to the Life and Liberty of Love 
In ſuch a Caſe. How terrible to die! For alas, 


What is hell ? 
Tis nothing, but full knowledge of the truch, 
When truth reſiſted long, is ſworn our foe ; 
And calls ETERn1TY to do her right.“ 


TararT ſuch as even fear Gop, and, tho' earneſtly 
ſeeking Him, yet not having the Faith which is the 
Victory (altho?, continuing to ſeek Him aright, they 
cannot maſcary ;) that even theſe ſhould ſhudder at 
the Thought of . Death, is not ſo much to be wan- 
dered at. But that true Believers, in whom are 
found both theWitneſs and the Fruits of the Spirit, as 
in the Caſe of him before us, ſhould have any uneaſy 
Apprehenſions at Thoughts of putting off this 
Tabernacle ; is not a Thing ſo eally accounted for, 
on the Maxims of the Goſpel. A Philoſoper indeed 
would ſay, that © Nature is of Neceſſity, averſe 
to Diſſolution.” But it 1s the .prerogative and 
Glory of Faith, to triumph over the Fears and Fol- 
lies of Nature, and in ſhort, over every Thing that 
can happen, to be more than Conquerors, through 
Him that hath /oved us. So that on the whole, al- 
tho' true Believers may, thro? Diverſity of Cauſes, 
receive the Meſſage of Departure with different. E- 
motions, in the Degree of Joy, or Peace, or Re- 
ſignation: Yet in all of them, it is deeply rooted, 
that to dis is Gain; that to depart, and to be with 
Cuxisr, is beſt of all. „ 


O And 
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AnD thus in reality it was with this Servant of 
God: ſo that the uncomfortable Apprehenſions 
which he ſometimes felt, even till near his End, in 
regard of dying, muſt needs be aſcribed, chiefly, 
to the Permiſſion of Gop to Satan, to exerciſe him 
in this Manner ; and may be conſidered. as a Thorn 
in his F/e/p, the Maſſenger of Satan to buffet lin; per- 
. haps partly for the Eaſement of other ter1pted Souls, 
and with regard to himſelf, thereby more fully 


= To prove him, and illuſtrate his high worth, 
Whoſe conſtant perſeverance overcame 
Whatever Satan's Malice could invent.“ 


He ſtudied deeply the Nature of the Chriſtian 
Warfare, and was well practiſed in the Uſe of its 

Weapons. His Thoughts on the whole Armour of 
 Gop,+ were the genuine Reſult of his own Expe- 
Tience. The Combats which he met with, needed 
not leſs than the Whole; and he both tried, and 
proved that every Part thereof is indeed effectual. 
Something very different from the preceeding Par- 
ticulars he relates as follows, 


© Friday, Auguft 2. 1754. I talked with one To- 
* day, who was forely tempted, (How myſterious !) 
to- kill me; and for no other Reaſon than becauſe 
© ſhe was awakened under my Preaching, to feel 


* herſelf a poor loſt Sinner.” Again, 


September 16. After Preaching, a young Wo- 

* man came to me, and ſaid, that ſome Time be- 
« fore, ſhe had brought a Knife with her to Preach- 
ing, intending to kill me; but was ſo terrified 
under the laſt Prayer, that ſhe durſt not _— it. 
The Devil ſuggeſted, that if ſhe did but take a- 
way my Life, the Burden which ſhe felt thro' 
my Preaching, would immediately depart. And 
now 


0 0 


* MILTON, 


+ There is a Sermon cf his printed under tbis Title, 
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now Satan, (adds he) If thou art not a Liar, and 
2 Murderer, let Chriftians, yea Heathens, and 
' even thy Companions in Hell, judge. But thou 
"old Serpent, Doſt thou not know that the Gop 
2 is able to deliver me. A Hair of 
my Head cannot periſh without his 1 
and Permiſſion. Ah, Satan, the Loxo rebuke 
„Tee!“ | | 


dall conclude this Chapter with a. few other 
marticulars, relating to this Head of Trials, taken 
tom his own Words. | 


» Ty 1 
, . 7% BE. 
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This Day I was ſorely tempted. Satan threw 
many of his fiery Darts at me. I never before felt 
' ſuch Agony in reſiſting, what are commonly cal- 
led blaſphemous Thoughts. I cried unto the 
'LoxD, and He delivered me! 


* In the Evening (not of the ſame Day) I was in 
great Diftreſs. My Soul was much weighed 
"down, I felt grievous Horror in my Spirit, and 
yet I was reſo:ved, altho' the Lox o ſhould ſlay 
' me, to truſt in Him. In the very Hour that I 
'came to this Reſolution, my Burden was remaved, 
' and the Lord gave me to rejoice in Spirit.” 


* This Day, (4pri/ 1754) I had Converſation 
with ſome Chriſtian Friends, concerning Temp— 

' tations, and the general Experience of the Saints. 
And however Satan may be permitted to trouble, 

* their Body or Soul. I always believed, that Gop 

' doth not hide his Face, unleſs to puniſh us for 
' Commiſſion of Sin, or Omiſſion of Duty. And 
the more I meditate upon this Subject, the 

' more abundantly I am confirmed in my Judg- 
ment.“ „ 


had moſt ſevere Temptations this Day. Core 
Conflicts with the Devil.“ Again, 


4 Tourſday 


* 
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ed myſelf upon the Floor, and could wy only 
le 


of with Shoutings, crying, Grace, Grace unto it? 


* Thurſday 21. I had a moſt miſerable Night, 
Sometime after I went to Bed, I was ſorely af. 
ſaulted of the Devil. I attempted to compoſe 
myſelf, but alas, could not. I was ſuddenly ſeized 
with a Weakneſs, and cold Sweat. My Heart 
failed me. My Soul was afflited ; my Spirit was 


grieved, and fore vexed. The Eye of my Faith 
was darkened; the Senſe of Gop's Love depart- 


ed; and the Anger of the Lory ſeemed revealed 
towards me. I could ſee nothing but thick Dark- 


neſs, and hear nothing but Thunderings from 


Sinai! It ſeemed to me, as though there was a 
Struggle between Juſtice and Mercy concernin 
me. But altho* I was in ſuch Confuſion, = 


Perplexity, I ſaw that Mercy got the Victory, and 
triumphed over Judgment.” 


My Strength ſo failed me, that it ſeemed as 


tho' I had not an Hour to live. I roſe however, 


and dreſſed myſelf ; but could ſcarcely pray one 
Word. I cry'd Mercy! Mercy! Mercy! I ftretch- 


a few Tears. I had gone thro' ſore Trouble and 
Darkneſs before this 'Time ; but ſuch a Naght as 


this, I never had before (and O my Gov, may I 


never ſee ſuch another.) After being for ſome time 


-on the Floor, I got up, and walked a little, about 


the Room; and then threw myſelf upon my 
Knees, Being a little revived, I went to Bed a- 

ain. During the little While I ſlept, I had be- 
ore me the Cauſe of my Trouble. I ſoon got up, 
and my Head was now as Water, and my Eyes a 
Fountain of Tears. | 


My Confidence returned, ſo that I could look 
up, and believe that the Lox d was mine. I went 
and preached on Zec-. iv. 7. Who art thou O great 


Mountain? before Zcrubbate/ thou ſhalt become a 


Plain, and he ſhall bring forth the Head-ſtone there- 
And 
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And my Soul was humbled to the Duſt. My Praying 


© and Preaching was from my very Heart and Soul. 
( Let it be forever remembered, to the Honour and 
Glory of the great God, and my Saviour CHRIST, 
' that I was not ſuffered to be long in this Condi- 
tion. In about half an Hour, I received ſome 
(Confidence, and in the Morning my Faith was 
( encreaſed. | 


© Let it be alſo remarked, that the Scripture Pro- 
' miſes were of great Comfort to me, particularly 
' Hiſea xiv. 1 John ji. 2, 3. And likewiſe the 
Words of our Lord to Peter Luke xvii. 3, 4. for 
' I was ſure he would be a great deal more merciful 
than what he even required of Peter, Moreover, 
' I opened my Bible on theſe Words, 1/ai, 1x. 19, 
' 20, which were applied with Power to my Soul; 
' as was alſo, Je. xi. 13, 19. Glory, Honour, 
Praiſe, Worſhip, and Dominion be aſcribed unto 
' thee, O Loxp! Ye Angels of Gop, bleſs Him 
en my Behalf! Let all in Heaven and all in Earth 
join to worſhip the Triune Go, Father, Son 
and Holy Ghoſt!? The following was ſome 
ume aſter. 


* Tueſday, 21. I had a ſorrowful Morning, My 
Soul was in Heavineſs thro' manifold 'Tempta- 
tions. The Enemy came upon me in my Sleep, 
and grieved my Soul. Altho' I had Joy at Night, 
yet Sorrow attended me in the Morning, I had- 
intended to have preached on the Beatitudes; but 
finding myſelf full of Troubles and Tempations, 
' I changed my Purpoſe and preached from He5, 
ir. 14—16, O my Gov, muſt I periſh ? Haſt 
thou brought me thus far and ſhall I be caſt off? 
0, forbid it Saviour. Forſake not the Work of 
' thine own Hands. Come and deitroy the Works 
* of the Devil !. My Gop, my Gop, do not forſake 
me. Thou knoweſt that Sin is hateful to me, Have 
not a Love to Righteouſneſs ? Do not my Soul 
and Fleſh cry out for the living Gop ? Am I net 

Q 3 Wil- 
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willing to go even thro? the Fire, rather than of. 
fend Thee ? Why then ſhould the Enemy pre- 
vail againft me ? 


Ius vs haſt Thou not bought my Soul? Am not 
I thine? O that my Head were Waters, O that I 
could even weep Tears of Blood: Logo Goo let 
not thy loving Kindneſs depart from me. Where 
art thou :Jesvs, thou Son of. Gor! My great 
. where is thy atoneing Blood? Where 
is. He that was tempted in all Points like unto 
me ? Is there no Help for me in my Goo? Why 
art thou caſt down O my Soul ? O that I could 
yield my laſt Breath if nothing elſe will end the 
Strife! Oh ! the Languiſhments of my Soul for an 
abſe it Goo! How does my Spirit faint with 
in me! 'How do I pine! O Sun of Righ- 


teouſneſs, ariſe upon me with Healing in thy 


Wings. Come Lox o JEsus, O come, and fave 
me for thy Mercy's Saxe. Where are the Sound- 
ings of thy Bowels ! Doſt thou not ſee my labour- 
ing Breaſt? Is not my Pam worſe than even 
ſtrangling ? Return O Lorp, ſee my gaſping 
longing, aching Heart. Am I not an Object of 
Pity ? Have I not need of Thee! Now Anſwer 
me by Fire! Get thyſelf the Victory! I want 
the Seal of thy Spirit, the Earneſt of my Hea- 
ven! | 


The Lon p did hear his Prayer. I find it there- 


fore added ſoon after. O how plentifully did the 


Loxp pour his Love and Conſolation into my 


Soul. I am amazed at the Goodneſs and Long- 


ſuffering of God towards me. And I obſerve in 
general, that after great Heavineſs, and Conflicts, 
come extraordinary Joy and Conſolation. O may 
I huſband well this precious Gift of Go 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XI. 
His Comm nion with Gad. 


ND E R this Head, 1s, comprehended the 

Whole of his Conduct, and Experience, as a 
Chriſtian, conſidered in his private Capacity. And 
for this eſpecially, we are furniſhed with the moſt 
mple Materials, both from the general Tenor of 
his Converſation, and from the Memorials of him- 
lf, contained in his Diary. | 


Hz truly lived for this one Thizg, All his Actions 
and Employments had this fingle Tendency ; and 
he conſidered every Thing elſe, with Reference 
thereto : making his Eſtimate of the Good or Evil 
of every Intention, Action, Exerciſe, and Under- 
aking, according as it tended to promote, or hin- 
der this beſt of Purſuits; and nobleſt Enjoyment of 
the human Soul. 


Heav'n bid the ſoul this mortal frame inſpire; 
Bid virtue's ray divine, inſpire the ſoul 
With unprecarious flows of vital joy ; 
And, without breathing, man as well might hope 
For life, as, without piety for peace.” 


Without regarding the Fondneſſes, and Inclinations 
of Nature, he embraced, or rejected every Occur- 
rence and Thing, with a View 1 to the 
Promotion of the holy and happy Fellowſhip of his 
— with the Father, and with his Son JIEsus 
HRIST., | | | 


I am aware, how much more eaſy it is to /ay, great 
Things on this Head, concerning ones ſelf, or o- 
thers, than in ſo deing, to ſay bing but the Truth. 
And it may be queſtioned, whether the greater = 


164 The Life and Death of 


of the ſhining Accounts, which ſome paſt Apes have 
pioduced, of Perſons in reference thereto, are founded 
in ſimple Truth: the Writers, by their Elogiums, 
often ſhewing, rather what hey could ſay, than diſ- 
covering what' the Perſons, whom they deſcribe, 
really were, It is a fruitlefs ExpeRation to look for 
more in Men, than the State of Humanity really 
admits. Things in Practice rarely rife as high as 
Mens Speculations upon them. - And not knowing, 
or attending to, “what our mortal State admits,” 
we are too apt to forget, That 


Goo, in the Nature of each Being, founds 

Its proper Bliſs, and ſets its proper Bounds ; 
The Bliſs of Man, could pride that Bleffing find 
Is not to think, or act 454074 Mankind; 

No Powers of Body or of Mind to ſhare, 

But what his Nature, and his State can bear.“ 


Every Thing, that exiſts, whether rational or irra- 
tional, animate or inanimate, has a Perfection proper 
to itſelf : A Lilly, a Sparrow, a Blade of Graſs, an 
Elephant, a Worm, a Man, an Angel, have all a 
Compleatneſs, or Perfection, ſuited to their different 
Natures, Capacities, and Uſes; and are then perfect, 
when they arrive to that State, which Gop has 
provided for each. Gop alone is abſolutely, and in- 
dependently Perfect. The Perfection of human 
Kind is therefore, ſuch a State of Mind and Body, 
as their Nature admits of, and as Gop has provided 
for them, in the Ocean of His Love, and Tre:- 
ſures of His Grace. And even this has its Degrees : 
There are leſs, and there are more perfect, Chriſ- 
tians. The Sum of Chriſtian, Scriptural Per- 
fection is, That being ſaved from all our Ene— 
mies, (that is Sins, including all wrong Tempers, 
as well as Words, and Actions, ) we love Gob with 
all the Powers of the Soul; and ſerve Him, with 
the whole Capacity, of both our Soul and Body. And 
whoever has attained to this (which whoſo _ 

e 


Pope. 


Mr. Thomas Walsn. 165; 


te Poſſibility of, rejects the Counſel and Word of 
Cop) is, a perfect Man, according to the Scrip- 
me; manifold Infirmities, neceſſarily connected 
fith a dying Body notwithſtanding. 


Tuis Servant of Gop had his Infirmities, pro- 
erly ſo called, which often made him weep in ſe- 
net Places. And yet, ſo powerfully did the Grace 
if our Loa D work in him, to the Deſtruction of 
fin; and to ſuch a Degree of Victory did he attain 
wer himſelf, the World, and Satan, that, to many, 
je ſeemed more than Human; being in Truth a 
Man of another World, in whom dwelt richly the 
spirit of the living Goo, | 


* 


To ſuch as were Witneſſes of his fervent Zeal, 
nighty Prayer, ſteady Seriouſneſs, and habitual. 
Heavenly-mindedneſs, I ſhall not wonder if all 
that follows, ſeems far ſhort of a full Deſcription of 
tim. And yet, I am aware on the other Hand, 
that to many others, it may all have the Air of 
nere ideal Flight, or enthufiaſtick Folly ; to Per- 
_ Jp cold themſelves, think Ardor comes 
rom Hell, | 


"Themſelves men make their comment on mankind, 
And think nought 7s, but what they find at home.“ 


Tus deep, and genuine Acquaintance with God, to 
Fhich he attained, was in Truth beyond that which 
ne generality of Chriſtians arrive at; although 
al are, without Doubt, equally entitled there- 
u. He truly put off the O/a Man with his Deeds, 
nd became renewed in the Spirit of his Mind, He 
fully experienced the Significancy of thoſe Words, 
Vn ſhall not have Dominion over you, And he that 
bath Juffered in the Fleſh, hath ceaſed from Sin, As alſo, 
are dead + and he that is dead, is freed from Sin, And 
om hence it was, that there appeared throughout 
ls whole Carriage, ſuch Fruit unto Holineſs ; ac- 

E cep- 


Meridian evidence puts doubts to flight, 


ceptions were truly exemplified. Much had been 


heard. Nor did the long Intimacy with him, with 


So powerfully did the Grace. of Goo work in his 
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ceptable Fruits of Righteouſneſs, to the Glory e 
Gop. In him might be ſeen, how great Thing 
Gop doth for His Children, who ſimply follo 
Him, even in this World: nor leſs than making 
them complete. before Him in Love, That being 
perfect and entire, lacking nothing, they might an- 
ticipate, that eternal Lis, rhich is with the Father an 
the Son ; while 


And conqu'ring faith anticipates the Skies. 
O wherefore is the DerTy ſo kind? 
Aſtoniſhing beyond aſtoniſhment !. 
Heay'n our-rewerd— for heav'n enjoy'd beloy !” 


Mr firſt Acquaintance with him, begun ſoon 
after the Mercy of Gop had ftirred me up, to 
ſeek His Face. From a ſtudious Regard to the Holy 
Scriptures, it was ſoon given me to underſtand, 
what manner of Perſon a Gkriſtian approved of Go 
muſt be: and thenceforward, I both read, converſed, 
and thought of little elſe. And in him I/ clearly, 


what till then J Had only conceived ; in him my Con- 


reported, both of the Gifts and Graces, with which 
our Lord. had enriched Mr. Wap ; yet, with the 
utmoſt Truth and Soberneſs it is ſpoken, I found in 
him, much more, than I had either conceived or 


which I was afterwards privileged, alter, in the 
leaſt, my Sentiments. There is much Truth in the 
Obſervation, that it is dangerous to dip in molt 
Men below the Surface, leſt our Curioſity ſhould rob 
us of our good Opinion of them, But it was not 
ſo with him; rather, the more thoroughly he was 
known, the more one could not but admire him: 


Soul, 
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Ir might perhaps be thought tedious, minutely 


y deſcribe all the particular Graces, and ſpecial 


frerciſes, which adorned his Life. And indeed 
v conceive of the Excellences which appeared in 
im, they need not be attended to, one by one; for 
either ſo, could they be fully comprehended. But he 
gilked bejore God, in ſuch a Manner, as abun- 

tly included them all. He was a Perſon of a 
wprizing Greatneſs of Soul, for which the whole 
(ircumference of created Good, was far, far toe 
ule: He found in Gop 11 


That ſomething ſtill, which prompts th' eternal 


; : (Sigh 
ir which we bear to live, nor fear to die.“ 


je Love of Jesvs, filled up in his Soul, that 
ighty Void, this whole Creation leaves in human 
hearts. | 


His Exactneſs in all thoſe Particulars, which 
pmprize Men's Duty to Gov, their Neigh- 
ur and themſelves, was ſuch, and fo well 
mown, that it wonld be eaſy to ſwell this 
lapter, by enlarging on each of them, to an 
wrmaus Size. But paſſing over the greater Part 
chem, I ſhall only point out a few Particulars, 
uting chiefly to his Internal State, and more ſecret 
uriage towards Gov, which were within my own 
ftain Notice: referring the Reader, for a larger, 
ud more ſatisfactory Picture of him, to the 
lowing Collection from his Diary: in which are 
"ſented, thoſe ſecret Tranſactions of Gop upon 
Soul, to which himſelf alone could be privy. 
. in which I judge the Life of this Kind of 
wry conſiſts. | 


The private path, the ſecret acts of men 
noble, for the nobleſt of their lives!“ 


The Particulars I premiſe are, 
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Soul, to which he atttended, he was fin ularly r 
markable for Conſtancy and Importunity in Praye 


He was early a Wreſtler with Gov, and prevail 


ing Exerciſe. ** He that has never prayed, c 
never coxceive ; and he that has prayed, as he ous} 


* 


9 
— 


ö 


fore the LoR D. He accounted the Work i 


Sentiments ſuitable to his Condition ; whet 


I. His Prayer, 


Fx0 the earlieſt Dawn of the Grace of Gon in 


to the obtaining that Eminency in the Know led: 
of Gov, for which he was apprehended | 
CRRIST, and which is here related in Part. T 
more he got acquainted with divine Things, 
much the more did he increaſe in this Soul- enric 


can never forget, how much 1s to be gained | 
Prayer,” | 


Bes1De the daily, and often publick pouring o 
of his Soul, in general Interceſſion, and occaſio 
Addreſſes to God, in Behalf of needy Souls (groani 
under the Guilt of Sin, or Body of Corruption, 
whatever was the Cauſe) who often came to him þ 
that Purpoſe; he had his own ſtated Times 
approaching Gop in ſecret 3 in which it was | 
from ſufficing, barely to preſent himſelf, a 
waite, whether in Silence, or in Diſcourſe b 


to do, unleſs he felt his Spirit affected w 


of holy Mourning, Self-reprehenſion, Recove 
or Increaſe of Peace and Joy in the Holy Gh 
or ſome Eſtabliſhment in Faith, Meekneſs, Pa 
ence, Hope, or Love. 


Praying with all Prayer, ſeemed the Buſineſs 
his Life; for the doing of which, he waited neit 
for Poſtures, Times, or Places, An Heart fo d 
poſed, rendered holy to Him, every Thing ot tl 

Kind, of which may be faid as of Places. 


Q 
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Goo attributes to p/ace no ſanity 
If none be thither brought by men who there 
Frequent, or therein dwell, | 
Doubt not, but in vally, and in om 
God is as here, and will be found alike 
Preſent, 

Still following, ſtill compaſſing thee round 
With goodneſs and paternal love, his face 
Expreſs, and of his ſteps the track divine. 


Parid je Loft. 


Proſtrate upon his Face, kneeling, ſtanding, walk- 
ing, eating; in every Poſture, and in every Place 
aud Condition, he was a Man mighty in Prayer. 
In Sleep itſelf, to my certain Knowledge, his Soul 
went on (Cant. v. 2.) in Groans, and Sighs, and 
Tears to Gop, His Heart having attained ſuch 1 
a Habit of Tendency to its Loxp, could then only | 
give over, when it ceaſed to beat : Expreſling by 


its every Motion, 


„oh may I breathe no longer, than I breathe 
My ſoul in prayer to Him who gave my ſoul, | i 

| 

| 


And all her infinite of proſpect fair. | '- i 
Cut thro” the ſhades of hell, great love! by Thee! | 


The Enjoyments of the divine Sweetneſs, which 
Cob imparted to him in ſecret, and the Nearneſs of 
Acceſs to the divine Majeſty, with which he was 
favoured, were indeed amazing, and much-better 1 
felt than they can be expreſſed. He has been ſome- if 
mes, as it were, loſt in glorious Abſence, on his | 
Knees, with his Face Heaven-ward, and Arms | 
claſped round his Breaſt : In ſuch Compoſure, that [| 
ſcarcely could one hear him ſo much as brefthe, 


When not a breath of wind flies o'er its ſurface.” 


Calm and unrufled as the ſummer ſea, | | 
| 
| 


p IIis 
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His Soul ſeemed abſorbed in Gov, and enjoyed a 
Calmneſs and Tranſport, which can here, be well e- 
nough reconciled. From the Serenity, and ſome. 
thing reſembling Splendor, which appeared on his 
Countenance, and in all his Geſtures aſterwards, 
one might eaſily diſcover, what he had been a- 
bout. Yes, | 


A ſoul in commerce with her Gop is heaven, 
Feels not the tumults and the ſhocks of life ; 
The whirls of paſſions, and the ſtrokes of heart, 
Prayer ardent opens heav'n, lets down a ſtream 
Of glory on the conſecrated hour 

Of man in audience with the Deity ! 


Ix was eſpecially towards the Concluſion of his 
Loxp's Work, that he was favoured with ſuch near 
Fellowſhip with Him. He approached the Throne 
of Grace with much of the reverential Boldneſs of 
Faith, be/ievi-g, that whatever he aſked, he ſhould 
have the Petitions he afked for ; the Holy Spirit 
making Interceſſion in his Heart, according to the 
Will of Gop, And to ſuch a Degree of Confidence in 
Him, did he arrive by this Means, that in the greateſt 
Straits of -his Life (and he met with ſome Things 
which came home to him, with the deepeſt Senſi- 
bility) he was more than kept up; ſo that he ſeem- 
ed to fear nothing, even where, to all human Ap- 
prehenſion, every Thing was to be feared. He ſo 
abandoned himſelf to GoD, in the Diſcharge of his 
Duty, that his very Friends were ſometimes ready 
to charge him with being a little raſh or impru- 
dent. - Altho* he endeavoured to uſe his Under- 
ſtanding as far as ever it would go; yet — in 
View of e, Things which are not jeen, and from 0- 
tives referring to Eternity, he was not, it is true, 
ſo attentive to the Decorums among Men, as mere 
human Prudence would have dictated. And 1 
reality it is a Truth, which is learned from a Series 0 
| Experience, and confirmed by numberleſs Examples 


that whoever would do much for God, + ſhould ys a 
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care of being (in a right Senſe) too wile. There 


had conſulted the Directtons of bare human Reaſon, 


they never had undertook the Converſion of the 
World. a x xd 


An habitual Spirit of Mortification ſerved as 
Wings to his Prayer. And perhaps the Want of 
this, is, much more than is commonly thought, agrand 
Cauſe of that Indiſpoſedneſs to, and Wearineſs in 
Prayer, which is ſo generally complained of among 
Chriſtians 3 many of whom are often even glad of 
z pietented Occaſion to avoid the Duty. Some- 
ting is amiſs in us, and it wanted a Name, till the 


thcation, hath taught us to know, that Want of 
Mortification of Spirit, is the Caſe of all, at leaſt of 
tany of our ſecret and ſpiritual Indiſpoſitions. The 
lucellencies of Heaven cannot be diſcerned but by 


nd of Fleſh and Blood, Unleſs our Spirit be mor- 
ted, we neither love to pray, nor God love to hear 
u. We find all the Way thro' our bene Journey, 
at to be carnally Min led, in the leaſt Degree, is a 
wportionable Degree of Death. And that a Mind 
uly ſpiritual alone, has true Life and Peace. 


Minds elevate, and panting for »n/zer, 
And defecate from /en/ e, alone obtain 
Full reliſh of exiſtence un-deflowr'd.” 


IT is hard to ſay poſitively which he was moſt re- 
ukable for, the Spirit or the Gift of Prayer, tho” 
ed not be told which he moſt eſteemed. His 
lick Character, made it right and neceſſary for 
„ to defire and Endeavour after /piritzal Gifts, 
Uthe Eminency to which he arrived therein in 
tal, is too well known to need a particular Re- 


m. To hear him, on ſome Occaſions pour out 
soul to Gov, made one often think, whence 
a Man theſe Things? Such a Sluice of divine 

Or- 


is Reaſon to think, that if the Apoſtles themſelves. 


puit of Gop,. by enjoining us the Duty of Mor- 


_—_ diſreliſhing the low Appetites of the World, 


os 


1 
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He made it his chief Aim to follow after Love, and 
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Oratory ran thro' the whole of his Language on 
— Subjects, as is rarely to be met with. His 
publick Addreſſes to Gop, were commonly well nigh 
altogether, in the Words of the Holy Ghoſt. It 
ſeemed as tho? he turned the whole Bible into Words 
of Adoration, Confeſſion, Petition, Supplication, 
Thankſgiving and Glory! while at the ſame Time 
his Expreſſions glowed with the Love of Gov : And 
all this with ſuch Ardour, Intention, Pertirency and 
Faith, that it has ſeemed ſometimes (one Time in parti- 
cular was peculiarly noticed) as tho? the Heavens were 
burſt open, and Gov Himſelf appeared in the Congre- 
gation. Something of that Ad, iv. 31, was often con- 
ceived while he prayed. But he made no account 
of this with regard to the Perfection of his own Soul. 


to live in a Momentary Spirit of watchful Prayer. e. 


He has ſometimes'had very remarkable Anſwers 
to Prayer, One only I ſhall Mention. A Number WW... 
of religious Societies both in England and Heland 
appointed a public Faſt, for the imploring Gov, to Wl > 
reſtore to Health an eminent Servant of the Church, 
who had bcen ſome time under I anguiſhments of Bl - | 
Body. Mr. Wah was then in Döblin, and pour- Wi: . 
ing out his Soul about Noon, he ſpoke aloud, in a 
a Manner which ſhewed it not to be of himiel!, WF... 
and ſaid he foall nit de, but Love and declare the Woris 
% LDokp. And, bleſſed be God, the Event 
ſhewed the Pridiction to be of Goo. 


TowaR Ds the latter Part of his Progreſs, and before 


his laſt Sickneſs in particuar, his Prayer had leſs of i f 
Labour in it than formerly ; and conſiſted for the udp: 
molt Part, of a Paſſive receiving the Impreſſions of WI; 4 
the divine Spirit: Gov acting rather in him, than d ea. 
he acted himſelf. And fo ſtill, and recollected did wall; 
he frequently appear herein, that it was as if TY ruf 
was viſibly before him, and that he ſpoke to ry ng t 
Divine Majeſty, with ſuch nearneſs of Acces, wc. 
and child-hke Familiarity, as the Scripture er- ben o 


preſſes 
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neſſes, by ſpeaking with Gop face to face, Indeed 
xery Object and Occurence, ſpoke to him of Gon: 
Xor could there be wanting to him, at any Time or 


 _—— 2 


t lice, Incentives to raiſe his Heart in Prayer or Praiſe 
$ o Him whom his Soul loved. 

- Ox Particular which he learned in the Courſe 
- his Experience, was, that altho? the Lights which 


xe received from Go in the Way of Prayer, are, 
fall others, to be moſt faithfully attended to; yet 
xvertheleſs, that one der to act upon every 


4 . 
4 


Hhearanct of this Kind; that the Enemy of Mens 
ration can, and often dees, mimick the Spirit of 
Gov; and as an Angel of Light, impoſes upon the 
frvants of Gop, by repreſenting as from Him, 
dat which is ofterr no other than Satan's Illuſions, or 
wr own Imagination: on Account of which, ſome 
Perſons have in moſt Ages, been led into grievous 
Vitakes, and Improprieties of Conduct. He per- 
eyed Danger with Regard to himſelf from this 
Garter, and was therefore very ung in menti- 
ding much of what he often felt. He weighed 
every Thing by the Word of Gop, avoided Preci- 
ritancy of Conduct, and making haſte ; and at the 
ame Time, laboured continually to abandon him- 
«lf, as it. were blindfold to the teaching of the Spi- 
it of Truth, and of Purity. ö 
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IT. Redeeming the Time. 


Iv order to do this the more effectually, his Man- 
ter was to draw up a Plan in writing (till Uſe made 
t familiar to him) of the Manner, in which he 
judged it mcft profitable for him to ſpend the Day. 
He diſtributed it into certain Portions, and aſſigned 
bo each its particular Employment; which he punc- 
tually obſerved : Allowing only for occaſional In- 
erruptions in the Buſineſs of his Profeſſion.  Read- 
ng the Scriptures, Times of ſtated Prayer, and 
tliting the Sick, had the grand Places in this Divi- 
In of the Day. He could never find any. Leiſure 
F 3 for 
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for mere, ceremonious Viſits, or unneceſſa 
Converſation of any Kind. Even at Meals, an 
indeed in every little incidental Matter he had to de 
with, he ceaſed not to purſue his main End of 
living ; namely, to get, and to do Good in his Ge 
neration. 


Ir was really ſurprizing, to ſee his Thriftineßs 
in this Particular. He even deprived himſelf of 
fuch Indu'gences as Nature abſolutely required, in 
order to her performing the Offices he impoſed upox 
her continually : Such, for Example, as abſtaining from 
all Study immediately after Meals; when, notwith- 
ſtandir.g he eat exceeding ſparingly, more Relaxa- 
ticn would have been better for his Health : Lke- 
wiſe his not uſing a ſufficient GD of proper 
Exerciſe z but moſt of all, not allowing himſelf a 
Sufficiency of proper Reſt, refreſhing See; 


Man's rich reſtorative ; his balmy bath, 
That ſupples, lubricates, and keeps in play 
The various: movements of this nice Machine 
Which aſks ſuch frequent periods of repoſe. 


He was often up late at Study, and his general 
Time of rifing was Four o'clock, or a little after, 
ſometimes between Three and Four. He was often 
urged to take more Ret. I remember once to have 
heard a Gentlewomen, compaſſionating the waſt- 
ing, dying Condition of his Body, ſaying, ** Sure 
Mr. Walje, you may at laeſt, lay longer in Bed on 
Sunday Morning, when the preaching is not fo 
early.” To which he replied with his uſual Zeal 
and abrupt Plaineſs. Should a Man rob Goo * 
He was commonly up earlieſt on the Loxv's Day, 
for which he had the higheſt Veneration. He has 
ſometimes ſaid, he thought there was ſomething 
peculiarly ſacred in the very Air, and the whole 
trugure of Nature on this Day. | 


Dr+ 
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DurinG the long Intimacy F bad with him, I do 


not remember to have known him ſpend a Minute 


in Diſcourſes about National Occurrences, Politics, 
worldly Diverſions, or any thing of that Sort. He 
knew that theſe were not i, Affairs, and that his 
Buſineſs was One, And the ſame may be ſaid of 
what is called free and pleaſant Converſation, Se 
providont was he of Time, and fo bent upon the 
Purſuit of that Immenſe revenue which ev'ry Moment 
pays,” that in whatſoever Company he was, unleſs 
ſomething relative to the One Thing needful was 
read or Fiſcourſed of, he cither — out a Book 
(impolite as it may ſeem) or continued in profound 
Silence, ſave when he anſwered a And 
if at any Time any thing vain, or ending to Levity 
was ſpoken, fo as to occaſion the leſt Appearence of 
Approbation in his Looks or Geſture, he ſeverely 
reprehended himſelf for it afterwards, and prayed 
for Strength for the Time to come. 


PersSoONs both ſtudious and religious, who ſome- 
times viſited him, and finding him always diligently 
employed, have afterwards ſaid to me, What, Is he 
rever tired! always at it! ſurpriaing ! ”” No, he 
was never weary of his Work ; never had a Moment 
at the Mercy of an Intruder, to ſpend unneceſſarily ; 
never had any Time hanging upon his . Hands, 
which he did not know what to do with ; and un- 
der the weightieſt Preſſures of Mind, was never 


„ blund'ring ſpilt on idleneſs for eaſe.” 


The Ignorant, the Indolent, the Self- indulgent, and 
the Effeminate (he has ſometimes ſaid in effect) all 
dye: How much better is it, altho' one's Life be 
the ſooner ended thereby, to live to ſome Purpoſe 
for Gop and Man, than thus to die like Fools, 


— U bleſt ſon of foreſight ! 
Whoſe 9. fer days look backward with a ſmile 

Nor, like the p2:th5/ar, wound him as they flyz } 
That common, but opprobrious lot ! 
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And yet, notwithſtanding all his Caution, Care, and 

Diligence, he frequently lamented his not improving 

the Time better, © I do not uſe every Moment to the 

beſt Purpoſes,” was a frequent Reflection with him 
againſt himſelf. And a Truth it is, that, 


On all-important time, thro? ev'ry age, - 
Tho* much and warm the wiſe have urg'd ; the man 
Is yet unborn who duly weighs an hour. 


III. Diſengagement from the World. 


ALTHO' it is true, that without this, all Pretenſions 
to the Character of being religious, are vain; and 
altho* what has been ſaid of him already, neceſſarily 
implies his juſt Contempt of every earthly Thing ; yet 
his Eminency therein, deſerves to be taken particular 
Notice of. His Indifferency to this World was 
ſuch, as even bordered upon Abhorrency ; and the 
rather, as he could not but obſerve, what a Gulph 
to Souls it is ; and how many are loſt for ever thro' 
their undue Attachment to this Life! His Heart and 
Treaſure were in 'Truth in Heaven. 


Bleſt with the Scorn of finite Good, 
His Soul was lightned of its Load, 
And ſougkt the Things above ! 


He kept at the utmoſt Diſtance from what worldly 
Men moſt ardently court, and earneſtly fought what 
they moſt abhor. The following deſcriptive Lines, 
expreſſive of what is intended on this Head, were 
literally applicable to him, 


The Things eternal I purſue, 
An Happineſs beyond the View 
Of thoſe that baſely pant | 
For Things by Nature felt and ſeen ; | 
Their Honours, Wealth, and Pleaſures mean, 
I neither have nor want, 


No 
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No Foot of Land do I — 

No Cottage in this Wilderneſs; 
A poor way-faring Man: 

[ lodge a while in Tents below, 

Or gladly wander'to and fro, 
My Canaan to regain. 


Nothing on Earth I call my own, 
A Stranger to the World unknown, 
I all their Goods deſpiſe, 
I trample on their whole Delight, 
And ſeek a Country out of Sight, 
A Country in the Skies! 


The vain Things; Riches, Honours, and Plea- 
ſures of this World, were too poor, and inconſide- 
table for ſo generous a Heart: He ſhewed the Great- 
neſs of his Soul, by deſpiſing all that was beneath 
it. He had the moſt generous Contempt of Money; 
eſteeming it (unleſs to beſtow on the Poor, or pro- 
cure a Book ſometimes) as the Pebbles in the 
Street. In. Truth, 


« An Empire in his Ballance weigh'd a Grain,” 


He had that Reliance on the Providence of Gon,. 
and found a Happineſs therein, which infinitely ſur- 
paſſed all the Enjoyments and Treaſures of the- 
Univerſe. Yes, | 


* His hopes immortal blew them by, as duſt 
That dims the fight, and ſhortens the ſurvey: 
Which longs, in infinite, to loſe all bounds !“ 
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IV. Kecollection of Spirit, and Government of tis 
Thoughts. 


Hrs Carriage, Aſpect, Words, and indeed the 
whole of his Behaviour, ſpoke the Solemnity and 
profound Recollection of his Soul. Nor can a Stran- 


ger better conceive of him, in Regard to this Par- 
ticular, 


— — ———— — —— — 
* 
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ticular, than by forming to himſelf, an Idea of 2 
Perſon returned from the happy Dead, converſing 
with Men. And it was nearly in this Manner, that 
fome have expreſſed their Surprize at him. A Gen- 
tleman ſaid to me one Day, with ſome Degree of 
Admiration, I met Mr. Vac in the Street, (or 
to this Effect) and I declare he ſeemed to me like a 
Perſon returned from the other World.” So ema- 
ciated a Countenance, ſuch Fixedneſs of Thought, 
und Serenity of Deportment, as appeared in him, 
towards the Concluſion of his Race eſpecially, were 
indeed ſurpriſing in ſo young a Man; and diſ- 
covered a Something, very different from the buſy 
Ways of Men. One needed only to look on him 
to perceive that there was. ſomething: in him more 


than common. And if as the Son of Sirach fa $, A 


Man may be known by his Look, and one that has 
Underſtanding may be perceived by the Marking of 
his Countenance,” they muſt be indeed, ſuperficial 
Obſervers, that could not diſcern in his very Aſpect 
the Excellencies that dwelt within him. An Air 
of Wiſdom and Piety, appeared in him continually, 


- There ſeemed to be ſomething peculiarly diſtinguiſh- 


ing in the very Features of his Countenance. Some 
have taken him to be little leſs than forty Years of 
Age, at the Time he was but about five and twenty. 
But, 1 


& Virtue, not rolling ſuns, the mind matures. 
That life is long, which anſwers life's great end. 
'The time that bears no fruit deſerves no name ; 
The man of wiſdem is the man of years. 

In hoary youth MzTausALEMs may die; 
O how miſdated on their flatt'ring Tombs ! ”? 


H1s uniform Compoſure was the rather to be no- 
ticed, as his Life was not of the recluſe, but of the 
popular Kind. He had to do with Multitudes ; 
and, unleſs on ſpecial Occaſions, was ſeldem above 


- fix Hours together out of Company. It is true in- 


deed, he ſeldom appeared in publick, unleſs to yay 
0 
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of the Things of Eternity, in ſome Reſpect or o- 
ther. But he was ſo ſhut in with Gop, that all 
Places became alike to him; and he retained the 
ame Attention to God in the moſt thronged Streets 
of Lardar, which he could have had in = moſt ſe- 
beſtered Wilderneſs. Curious Sights, elegant Furni- 

te in Shops or Houſes, magnificent Buildings, fine 
bews, the Ringing of Bells, Firing of Guns; with 
ey Thing of this Kind, were no more to him than 
ie Chirping of a Sparrow, or the Buzzing of 
. Fly. | 


To all which, the conſtant Government which he 
a orer his Senſes, greatly contributed. The Dif- 
rence of Taſtes, Harmony of Sounds, and what- 
er his Eyes could behold, were as nothing to 
in. He was in this Reſpect truly crucified to the 
ond, and the World to him. Even in travelling 
iro! the moſt pleaſant Parts in the Country, and in 
ee pleaſanteſt Seaſons, when the ſtupendous Beauties 
the Creation; the ſpacious Firmament, the Ver- 
lire of the Country, (Nature's lovlieſt univerſal 
obe;) the Muſic of the Groves, and all the joint 
leauties of Nature, might have furniſhed him with 
awdable and delightful Contemplation ;* yet he 
med inſenſible to the Whole, enjoying a 


cc Pa- 


On ſuch a Proſpect, How natural is it to refl-&, 


Needs muſt the power, 
That made us, and for us this ample world 

be infinitely good, and of his good 

A; liberal and free as infinite, 

That rais'd us from the duſt an? plac'd us here 
la all this Happineſs! 


Theſe are thy glorious works, parent of good, 
Almighty, thine this univerſal frame 
Thus wondrous fair; thyſelf how wondrous then 
Uaſoakable, who firſt above theſe heav*ns 
To us 1avifible, or, dimly ſeen 
h thoſe thy loweſt Works, yet theſe declare 
Thy goodneſs beyond Thought, and power divine ! 


PAIZA DIS E Los r. 


% Paradiſe within him happier far !” 
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And feeling what is beautifully deſcribed in chef 
Lines, 


«6 With Tazx converſing, I forget all times; 
All ſeaſons, and their changes pleaſe alike.” 


_  Waen he at any time adverted to the Works o 
Gon, in the Creation (and he had a Mind capab| 
of the deepeſt Reſearches) he was delighted chief 

with the — paved as it were, with tho 
living Fires, the ſpangled Stars. But the Uſe whic 
he made of every Thing, was to get more acquainte( 
with Gop, and fo 


by this ſtupendous ſcaffolding 
Creation's golden ſteps to climb to H1w! 


He was in Truth looſed from Earth's Incloſure 

and from the contracted circle of the Sun, hill 
Heart was ſet at large. CHRIST, and the Scriptures 
with Things pertaining to them, were the on! 
and uniform Objects of his Attention, and ever 
Thing, Place, or Perſon, which did not ſerve t 
promote, in ſome Degree, his Knowledge and Lov 
of theſe, had with him the Eſtimate of trivial ang 
inſignificant. 


And hence it was, that the Preſence of God be 
came fo exceeding familiar to him as it was. 
could not be content a Moment without it. An 
hereby was. he fitted likewiſe, for more gloriou 
and more frequent divine Communications ; of whic 
he had not a few, in the Courſe of his Progreſs. Se 
veral Times has he been quite loſt to himſelf, an 
inſenſible of every Thing about him, being left 1 
the Viſions of Gop, Two Inſtances in particul 
are related in his Diary, in which he ſeemed as the 
he was out of the Body for ſome Time. One D 
I remember, going to viſit a Perſon who was i! 
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ſoon as he got to the Stair-Caſe, being in his 
ful Compoſure, * Did you ſee that Light? ! ſaid 
te, with a ſudden low Voice. To which I anſwered 
urtly with a Sigh, having ſeen nothing. He faid 
w more. But it was eaſy to diſcern in him the reſt 
of that Day and Night, a very peculiar Solemnity 
of Soul. 


is Places of publick Worſhip, he hardly ever 
kw any body, ſo as to diſtinguiſh them ; and in 
nery Means ef Grace, his grand Aim was, to find 


tore of Gop mithin him. He waited for this in 


ively earneſt Compoſure ; and thus approaching 
de Loxp's Table in particular, he eat the Fest, 
nd drank the Blood of the Son of Gov indeed. My 
Heart burned ! Was in a Flame! O what a Fire of 
ürine Love was there! were the frequent Memorials 
wich he left in his Diary, after communicating. 
Thoſe heavenly Sweets, which often overflowed his 

foul at the Altar, ſpread their Inundation over 


nery other Part of his holy Living, His Recol- 
kftion carried itſelf into the Midſt of all his La- 
dours, in which he was fill 2 without Diſ- 


ipation, notwithſtanding their Multiplicity, and 
bmetimes intricate Nature. It was very uſual with 
lim to expreſs what he felt of Gop, by the Simile 
if Fire, to which the Operations of the Holy G 
ve frequently compared in Scripture. He often 
elt in Prayer, and Preaching, and Walking, a kind 
if ſcorching within him, from the Love of Gov. 
ind from the Abundance of the Heart, his Mouth 
generally poke. Words of Life, and Fire iſſued as it 
kere, out of his Lips, which were no other than the 
parks of a burning Heart And often he could 
ardly refrain from expreſſing the holy Raptures ef 
us Soul out aloud ; as, O holy Gop ! Glorious Je- 
wyan! Bled Jesus ! Sen of the living Gob! 
lle uſed frequently to ſtand up and ſing, 


Q | O Love 
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O Love, how chearing is thy Ray ? 
| All Pain before thy Preſence flies ! 
Care, Anguiſn, Sorrow melt away, 
Where'er thy healing Streams ariſe : 
O Jesu, nothing may I ſee, | 
Nothing hear, feel, or think, hut Thee! 


Give to my Eyes refreſhing Tears, 


orderly State of the ward Man, he took particulat 
Care to top them in the Beginning; never allow 
| Ing his Mind to wander, he knew not whither 
| Not indeed that he aimed herein at a Chain of re 
gular e; but rather avoided ſuch Imperti 

nences, and Rovings of Thought, as prevent a cal 
Compoſure of Soul, waiting upon Gop. Tho? his Dill 
| gence and Watchfnlneſs in this Reſpect, brought hi 
li Thoughts at length, into a Kind of military 17 
| pling 


Give to my Heart chaſte, hallow'd Fires, A 
Give to my Soul with filial Fears, erny 
The Love that all Heaven's Hoſt inſpires: um, 
That all my Pow'rs, with all their Might over 
In thy ſole Glory may unite ! Wor 
g exan 
THERE was at firſt an Eagerneſs in his Spiri blyi 
that the Succeſs of his Labours might be, in ſome Hen 
Sort, proportionable to his Zeal, and Endeavours lar! 
but he in Time learned otherwiſe, and became un WM 'u'p 
anxious on the Head, being taught of Gov, tha peak 
having done his Part, he ſhould think no more a itmo 
bout the Matter, but ſtill go on ſtraight forward be 
keeping himſelf in Repoſe with Gov : in Imitation ut. 
of the Angels, who continually watch over tb bft 
Souls, which Gop has given them in charge ; bu Holir 
who loſe nothing of their | ranquility or Happi 
ä neſs, even then when their utmoſt Care is unſuc 0 
| ceſsful. | 
| | An 
| Werr knowing that Confuſion of Ideas, and De — 
ſultorineſs of Thought alone, greatly impairs the mes 
1 


' 
. 
\ 
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line; ſo that he has been known ſometimes, te 
main recollected for Hours, in ſuch a Manner as 
rendered him in Appearance motionleſs, and ſtill 
almoſt as a Statue In Reality if, as the P/atori/ts 
have ſaid, the Soul may be diſlodged from the Body 
by thi»hirz, it might have been expected to have fared 
b with him; for ſure never was Man more prone to 


Intenſeneſs of Thought, and Abſtraction of Ideas. 


Avp from hence part'v, aroſe that extreme Ten- 
lerneſs of Conſcience, which was ſo remarkable in 
lim, and which gave him a conſtant holy Jealouſy 
wer himſelf in every Thing he did; fo that not a 
Word, Motion, or a Look, could eſcape him un- 
examined, or uncenſured, if it deſerved it; re- 
flving to do bet for the Time to come, 
Fence likewiſe it wa. that he had fo very pecu- 
lar Regard to all his Words ; ſpeaking either to the 
Purpoſe, that is, when Occaſion required him to 
ſpeak, or not at all, And yet notwithſtanding his 
utmoſt Circumſpection, he was deeply conſcious, 
how far ſhort he ſtill came, of that Rectitude, and 
entire Renovation, becoming a Perſon in Fel- 
lowſhip with the Gop of Purity, and unſpotted 
Holineſs, 


1 
l 
J 


On human hearts, HE bends a jealous eye 
And marks, and in heav'n's regiſter inrolls, 

The riſe, and progreſs, of each option there: 
Sacred to doomſday! That the page unfolds, 
And ſpreads us to the gaze of Gods and men! 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XI. 


Some farther Particulars, relating to the Head 
| his Communion with Gop. 


IS great Rule was, to imitate our Loxp Jesv 

_ CurrsT, in the moſt perfect Manner he po 
fibly could. The whole Tenor of his Conduꝗ 
plainly diſcovered, that he ſought nothing but Gov 
Thre was in the Chaſtity of his Manners, a Purit jou 
next to angelical ; and a Ci iſpection in his ever (on 
Step of Proceeding, which iared, that to him Mi the 
live was CHRIS r . He kept at the utmoſt Diſtanc leu 
from ſenſual Indulgences of every Kind. His Senſe lan 
were kept under the cloſeſt Cuſtody, and he cx Wl 
amined his Conſcience almoſt continually. No 
could 1t be obſerved at any Time, that he acted e 


Haje. 
therwiſe than within the Rules of the utmoſt De lor 
cency. The conſtant lively Senſe Which e had 0 
inviſible Things, was a ſtanding Proof of the Purit 
of his Heart. For a pure Heart penetrates Heaver Hi 
and Hell.“ 5 not 11 

tie C 

| VI. owe 

Hz was a Man of Tears, and Sighs, and Groans rut 
He wanted not indeed the Joy of a good Conſci is! 
ence; and knowing continually in whom he be no 
lieved, he enjoyed the Benefits reſulting therefrom Wi «ip! 
And yet, this notwithſtanding, the Whole of hill ie 
Chriſtian. Pilgrimage, was interſperſed with much pon 
weeping (See A, 20. 19, 31. 2 Cr. 5.24. Rev er 
5. 4. and 21. 4.) nore 
Nele 

— fſorrowing, yet ſtill in Peace, il 

: Tp 
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= :\lom had a dry Handkerchief a whole Day 
ether; his Eyes being for the moſt Part, in pri- 
Wc eſpecially, as opened Fountains ; and which 
not ceaſe to flow in the night Seaſon. How 
en have I known him water his Pillow with 
bee briny Rivers! Sometimes lamenting his 
3 w great Eſtrangement from his Beloved ; ſome- 
nes mourning for the Mourners; but oftener 
an all, he was fick of Love ! Love to the Crucihied! 
= 1 ſome indeed, there ſeemed in him ſomething, 
Wl: leaft bordering upon, an unyielding Auſterity of 
Wit : and fo, much is true, that with Regard to 
en, and evil Angels, he was undaunted, and coura- 
bus as a Lion, in the Cauſe of Goo, and of a good 
oſcience: yet, in other Reſpects, he was a Man 
We! the kecneſt Senſibility, and tendereſt Affections. 
Sg: wa; in the Preſence of his inviſible Obſerver, 
liant as melted Wax, and cloathed with Dove-like 
lleekneſs. He was often, as it were, deluged in 
e, proſtrate before the Footſtool of his Loxp's 


-ayjety, and overwhelmed with a Senſe of His 
blory. = | 


VII. 
He was without Affectation, a Man of Humility: 
wt indeed fo as to diſown, or not to make Uſe of 
e Gifts and Graces, with which Gop had en- 
wowed him: this would have been to lie againſt the 
Truth; but notwithſtanding all that he had, yet tak- 
ug Knowledge whence it came, he eſteemed himſelf 
» nothing; but was truly diffident of, and heartily 
tiſpiſed himſelf, And the only Uſe which he made of 
he ſuperior Qualifications which Gop beſtowed: 
on him, in the Uſe of proper Means, was to con- 
der himſelf as obliged thereby, to devote himſelf 
nore abundantly to the Service of Gop, and of his 
Neighbour. The Praiſes of others ſerved only to 
aſe him, at the Sight of his own Nothingneſs. 
Lon p, Iam vile! a Worm! O deliver me from 
tis evil Man myſelf! Thou only art. worthy,” 
3 were 
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were the frequent Expreſſions of his Lips and Pen 
K any Perſon, at any time, gave him but the ſmal 
leſt Hint, by way of Reproof, he received it eithe 
with Silence, or Expreſſions of Thankfulneſs, ac 
cording to the Manner and Occaſion thereof. Ant 
ſuppoſing it to be a Matter in which he was real! 
without Blame, yet the Reproof was not loſt uporliſ 
him. He thereby took occaſion, to enter more 

deeply into himſelf, making the ſtricteſt Scrutin 
into the whole of his Tempers and Behaviour. Ht 
often ſaid to Gop on theſe Occaſions, « LoxzvM 
tho* Thou knoweft I am clear in this Matter, yet 

alas! How many things are there for the which 
ſtand reproved before Thee! My Gov, I ado 
Thee in this, which Thou haſt permitted.“ He off 
ten repeated as a Leſſon of Inſtruction to himſel 
thoſe Words of Kempis, ** Thou Duſt, learn to o 
bey. Thou Earth and Clay, learn to demean thy 
ſelf. Thou * to be ſuch a little Child, tha 
every body might trample thee under their Feet i 
the Streets,” 


VIII. 


TEE was the utmoſt Steddineſs in the whole 
of his religious Conduct. The Courſe of the Sun 
and the Seaſons, are not more regular, than were his 
ſucceſſive Exerciſes of Prayer, Meditation, Preach 
ing, and Study: So that from knowing how he 
ſpent one Day, may be gathered, his Manner of 
ſpending whole Months, or Years ; allowing on]! 
fr the Difference of Circumſtances and Occafions. 
Thus it was in Things pertaining to Gov, and His 
Service; tho” at the ſame Time, his Attention te 
himſelf ; his Eaſe and Conveniencies, was ſuch, that 
ſome have accounted it not leſs than blame-worthy 
Negligence : So truly did he live, not to himſelf, 
er the Will of Man, but to Goo, 


IX, 
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IX. 


* Tye\Love of Gop was the Fountain, whence 
iſſued forth thoſe fruitful Streams, which rendered 
his own Soul flouriſhing as the Garden of the Logo, 
and extended their ſalutary Influence all around, 
wherever he came. It was to this he reduced every 
Thing. All his Things were done in Love, and 
therefore wrought in Gop. It was a Debt he was 


ever paying, and from which he was never to be 
diſcharged. 


Indebted till, his higheſt rapture burns 
Short of its mark, de fective tho? divine. 


* My Gov, let me love Thee! ove Son 
of the living Gop, Thou knoweſt that I love Thee! 
O Love divine, what haſt Thou done! O that all 
theWorld did but know Thee ! How would they then 
tove Thee, Thou 4/together /avely ! * To this Effect 
he often breathed out the warm Emotions of his 
Heart ; ſo deeply was he penetrated with the Love 
of Gop his Saviour, He was always exceedingly 
pleaſed with, and frequently repeated thoſe Lines, 


+ Eternity too fhort to ſpeak thy Praiſe 9 
Or fathom thy Profound of Love to Man ! ” 


AnD again, without regarding their Connexion 
but overwhelmed with the Thought of the dying 


Love of Jesus, he would utter ſometimes abruptly, 
and with Aſtoniſnment, 


« Senſations new in Angel Boſoms riſe 
Suſpend their Song ; and make a Pauſe in Bliſs.” 


LasSTLY, * By Faith I fland ! was his concluding 
Point, after all that Gov had done for him. And it was 
not unuſual with him to ſay, on the cloſeſt Examination 
of all he was, and all he did, If CHRIS forſook 
me but for a Moment, I ſhould fall and periſh af- 

ter 
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ter all.“ Yes, it was from His Fullneſs he received all 
his good Things, and with the dependent Helpleſl- 
neſs of an Infant, he had recourſe to Him continually, 
for Light, and Strength, and Love ; for every thing 
in ſhort, which he wanted. He wuſted only in his P, 
and inviolably attached to his crucified Perſon. He 
could be happy only in Converſation with Him ; de- 


deſcribe and endear Him ; and from the Fulneſs of 
his whole Soul, repeated often, Gop /or bid that J 
Should glory, ſave in the Craſs of my Lorp Jesvs 
CrrisT, To Him that hath loved us, and waſhed us 
from our Sins in bis own Blood, to Him be the Glory, 
both now and to Eternity ! 


To ſum up this Head. He thought Prayer to 
be more his Buſineſs than any Thing elſe in this 
World; and from the Defire which he had to re- 
deem the Time, he employed great Part of the 
Night, as well as the Day, in Prayer, Meditation, 
Study, and labouring for the Good of his Neigh- 
bour. He was — * ſerious, and always re- 
collected az home and abroad. He watched over every 
Motion of his Soul, keeping his Thoughts in Sub- 
jection to CarisT continually, He propoſed to 
himſelf he Man CHRIST Jesvs, as his great Model 
and Rule in every Thing ; imitating Him eſpecially, 
in the Purity of his Body, and in the Chaſtity of his 
Affections. Walking in deep Humility before Gov, 
ke was patient of Reproof, nor ever retorted any 
Thing, with Heat or Prejudice, There was a 
Steddineſs in his Proceedings for Gop, and in re- 
ference to Eternity, which not all the Powers of 
Earth and Hell were able to interrupt. He cat but 
little, wept much, loved more, received all by 
Faith; and rarely opened his Mouth, but about 
heavenly Things, | 


END OF THE SECOND PART, 


lighted peculiarly in thoſe Parts of Scripture which 
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PART the THIRD. 


— 


The Spirit walks of every day deceas'd 

And ſmiles an Angel, or a Fury frowns, 

Tis greatly wiſe to talk with our paſt Hours, 
And aſk them, what Report they bore to Heav'n ? 
And how they might have born more welcome News. 
Their Anſwers form what Men Experience call. 


Night Thoughts, 


— — 


CHAEF. L 


4n Eatradt from Mr. Thomas Walſh's Diary, 
relating chicfly, to the Expertence 4 his own 
0D „ 


Soul, in his Courſe of walking with 

P53 $-1 ONCERNING the Extract which 

E 

aw in the whole Series of his Progreſs ; ne- 
vertheleſs, few Perſons were ſo ſenſible 


here follows, it may premiſed, 1. That 

altho' there was the utmoſt Uniformity 

ef various Alterations in Spirit, with reſpect —_— 
en 
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Senſations of Joy and Sorrow ; Delight in Gon, 
and Complainings for the Want of it: owing in 
great Meaſure to a fingular Tenderneſs of Conſci- 
ence ; and the cloſe Attention which he had to alt 
the Movements of his inward Man; fo that Things 

which ſome overlook, or entirely diſregard, were 
eſteemed by him, with regard to himſelf at leaft, as 
capital Defections, from the Law of perfect Liberty 
and Love, 


He felt an idle Thought 
As actual Wickedneſs 
And mourn'd for the minuteſt Fault, 
In exquiſite Diſtrefs.” 


Hrs Diary conſiſts of the Feeling of his own 
Heart, throughout every Part of his Chriſtian Race, 
with'ſcarcely a ſingle Hour of the whole omitted. 
He always wrote down Ret:2ctions upon himſelf, as 
either the Preſſure, or Felicity of his Soul at that 
Time ſuggeſted ; adding any ſpititual Obſervation, 
or Maxim, which his own Experience confirmed to 


2. IT will be eaſily diſcerned, that the Peculi- 
arity of his Writing, is a certain ſententious Ab- 
ruptneſs ; owing in Part to the Genius of the % 
brezo Tongue, in which his latter Studies wholly ter- 
minated. Tho? what moſt contributed thereto, was 
the rapid Flow-of his Soul, on the Subjects of which 
he either ſpoke or wrote, which raiſed him above 
attending to that Accuracy, which Writings, at 
leaſt of a publick Nature require. In many Places 

there is therefore a manifeſt Deficiency, both as to 
Words, Particles and Stops; in ſhort, like the 
Writings of the Antients, without Period or Para- 
graph, in moſt Places: So that Liberty has been ne- 
eeſſarily taken to add, retrench, or alter, ſometimes 
a Word, or Sentence, to render the Senſe intelli- 
gable ;, tho? ſtill retaining his Senſe entire. 


W 3 
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3. Tur inſerting the preciſe Date of every Day's 
Experience, is judged unneceſſary. Moreover the 
Experience of ſeveral Days, ſometimes diſtant from | 
ach other, (tho' rarely above a Week,) are thrown 9 
into the ſame Paragraph, for the Sake of Brevity. ms 
The Series of Particulars, as to the Order of Time, 1 
xe related as they occurred; and every Paragraph | 
begins with the Experience of a diſtant Day. 1 


Tur Reader being advertiſed of theſe Particulars, 
we proceed to the Extract itſelf. 


0 A* the cloſe of this laſt Day of the Year, (1750, | 

a The Vear in which he began to preach,) I 9 
examined myſelf How I had lived the paſt Year ? 1 
And could only ſay, I had not wickedly departed of 
from my Gop ; but was heartily aſhamed that I 

© had not glorified Him better; reſolving to watch 
« for the Time to come, BE ps 


© I prayed 'to Gop for Quietneſs, and Humility 
of Mind; and found Aſſiſtance againſt * this evil 
Man, 1 O for a Heart conſtantly fixed on. 
© Gop! I was reproved this Day in Spirit for an _ 
idle Word.“ . 


© Tax Lory was with me all this Day. I defire 
to be with the Lord continually, that my Com- 
* munion may be ſtronger with Jzsvs than ever. O, 
© It is Heaven upon Earth to have CHRIST in pnes 
Heart It is the Beginning of the Glory of Gov, 
to receive the lovely Jesvs ; and with Him, the 
© Joy of the Holy G. O that 1 had the Tongue 
* of an Angel to praiſe my Logpy ! Haſten Logp 
the glad Hour when I ſhall ſee Thee as Thou 


1 


When ſhall that long expected Hour 
| Of ſacred Viſion be, | 
When my aſcending Soul ſhall make 
A near Approach to Thee! | 
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I preached this Morning on the great and pre- 
© cious Promiſes, Exct. xxxvi. My Soul aſpired te 
© have them accompliſhed ; for I feel the Evil of 
* my Nature, and eſpecially the evil Heart of Un- 
© belief that is within me.” 


Friday Feb. 22. 1 preached this Morning on S. 
© Song, ii. 8. but was both dark and weak, havin 
© ſcarcely any Power to explain any Thing. 0 
© what a Grief it is for one to preach, when he is 


© left to himſelf, when the Lox b is not his preſent : 5 
© Strength and Teacher! To preach Conſolation E. 
© to. others, and feel none himſelf! This expoſes «Bi 
© one to great Temptation.” ” 


Sat. 23, My Soul enjoyed ſweet Repoſe in the 
* Blood of the Lamb, while my Heart was engaged 
in Meditation on His dying Love. O, where can 
« we find an Inſtance of ſuch Love, as that of Gov 
to Men on Ca/vary ] when the Innocent died for a 
| « guilty World, to bring them to Goo ! 


What are all Myſteries to Love like this ! 
Should man more execrate, or boat the the guilt 
Which rous'd fuch vengeance ? which ſuch love 
fe, (inflam'd ? 
A wonder in Omaipotence itſelf ! 
A Myſtery, no leſs to gods than Men ! 


ed. 27, I was not alive to Gop to-day. 
6 — Talk brought Deadneſs upon my 
Soul, | 


* GrEearT Part of this Day I lived as in Heaven. 
© Heaven was within me. Gon was in my Soul. 
* The Influences of His Spirit wrought ſo power- 
fully upon me, that my Joy was beyond Expreſ- 
* fion. O the Length, and Breadth, and Height, 
of the Love of God! Well may it be ſaid to pals 
. * Knowledge. The fpiritual Man may diſcern it, 


| © but cannot ſet it forth in the Manner he feels it. 
Thoſe 


Mr. Tuomas War. 193 


Thoſe Words of Ja. lxi. 10. lifted up my Soul, 
das in a fiery Chariot, above the Fabrick of 
' this World. I co greatly rejrice in the Lokp, 
' my Seul ſhall be joyful in my Gor, for He bath 
' chathed me with the Garments of Salvation, He hath 
U igered me with the Robe of Righteouſneſs, as a Bride- 
' groom decketh himſelf with Ornaments, and as a Bride 
' adorneth herſe!f with her Jeevels, I could ſay, that the 
' LoD had ſo done for my Soul. O what Enemies 
' are the Children of Men to their own Souls? They 
' deprive themſelves of Happineſs here, and of e- 
' ternal Glory hereafter ; imagining that earthly 
' Enjoyments are above what Religion can afford. 
* But alas! it is becauſe they know not this Religion 
which brings ſuch Happineſs to the Soul.“ 


e 


They part with all for that hich is not bread ; 
They mortify, they ſtarve, on wealth, fame, pow'r; 
And laugh to ſcorn the fos/s that aim at more. 
To beings of ſublime immorta/ make, 

How ſhocking is all joy, whoſe end is ſure ! 


O how ſweet was Jzsvs to my Soul. The Ro/e 
for Sweetnels ; the Lili for Whiteneſs ; the Apple- 
Free for Fruitfulneſs ; What are they all to TEE! 
Entering into my Cloſet, the Moment I bowed 
my Knee, the Lord poured down a Bleſſing into 
*my Soul. O what a Heaven upon Earth did I 
experience for ſome Moments! Tongue cannot 
' expreſs the Goodneſs of God to my Soul. O where 
* ſhall I find Words to praiſe ? How am I loſt in the 
Ocean, of the Immenſity of Thy Mercy! Lord, 
' I know not how to give Thee Thanks, Where to 
begin, I cannot tell. O my-Soul, fall into ſilent 
' Amazement ! Let all I have, or am, drop inte 
nothing! 


* March, Fri. 8. This was a Day of much Tempta- 
tion; but Goo, for my Support and Confirmation, 
R Was 
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was pleafed to give me a freſh Manifeſtation o 
His Love.“ 


*Reavinc and Prayer to day, were of little Com | : 
fort tome. If it were not that I find the abidin 
* Witneſs of the Spirit in my Soul, my Bor.8.ge L 
would be very great. It is the Goodneſs of G00 8 
which preſerves me in the Faith. The Enemies . 
of my Salvation are thruſting ſore at me from , * 
Day to Day. Defend, and keep me, O my God, c 
for Jesv's Sake.“ | 
* In Prayer, I ſaw the great Difficulty of being 2 « 1 
« Chriſtian in Reality, There are many who «Wl . , 
* their own Bread, and wear their own Apparel,* and b 
* are willing 4% be called by the Name of Ixsus, ofs 
take away their Reproach—— The Abomination . 
of being called Heathen. But they love notwith- WI , 
* ſtanding, the Ways of Death, and Darkneſs, ra- 1 0 
* ther than Light; and do what Heathens would | 
6 


not do. The Ninety-firſt P/a/m was made a great | ( 
* Bleſſing to me, the ninth Verſe eſpecially. « ( 


* Taxis Morning the Loxo gave me Language 
that I knew not of, raiſing my Soul to Him, n. 
a wonderful Manner. After Preaching however 
in the Evening, at my Return to my Room, I felt 
Life in my Soul, but a Spirit of Slothfulneſs. O 
© what a poor Creature! How incapable of thinking 
* a good Thought, or doing a truly good Action 
« Sinful Duſt and Aſhes ! ? 


© Frid. 22. In the Morning I had an earneſt De- 
© ſire to be diſolved, and to be with CHRIST. I 
wanted to fee Jesvs, who bore and ſuffered fo 
much fore.“ 


Taz 25th, My Soul was very dull. I had a 
© Deſire to pray, but could not, thro? the Dead- 
© neſs of my Heart, and wandering of my Thoughts. 
This is a Thing I have to complain of in gene: 
6 r - 


* Iſa. iv. 1. 
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ral; namely, wandering in Prayer, Want of Ear- 
neſtneſs and Fervour.? * 


Tux 2gth, I cannot fay, that till three o'Clock 
© | had true Communion with Gop. But then, the 
Lon p clearly manifeſted Himſelf to me.” 


* 1751. April 6. I had not much of the Preſence 
© of Goo, nor of the Comfort of the Holy Ghoſt ; 
yet my Heart, and my Fleſh cry out for the living 
« Gor !.? 


© O what an Averſion I had this Morning to 
' ſtudy, and following e Lan] Tf it were not for 
the Promiſes which the Goſpel affords, I ſhould 
be often brought into Bondage: very often is my 
Soul caſt down, and my Spirit diſquieted within 
ms; ſo that I muſt needs utterly faint, if it was 
not, that I firmly hope I ſhall yet praiſe Gov for 
© the Health of his Countenance. I felt neither 
* Comfort nor Power in preaching. O what a poor 
Creature am I when left to myſelf! How dark of 
Conception; how ſlow of Heart and Speech! 
It ſometimes happens, that while I am thus writ- 
ing down my Condition, the Logp appears to my 
Help: ſo it is , for Gop has been pleaſed 


' come Gueſt! At His Coming my Reins and my 
Heart rejoice ; my Troubles are done away ; my 
* Soul is greatly refreſhed ; my Faith ſtrengthened ; 
my Hope confirmed, and my Love encreaſed. 
Glory be to Gop moſt high!“ 


* Gop and his Ways were ſweet to my Soul this 
Morning. Great was the Peace of my Mind, and 
the Joy which aroſe from conſidering what the 


to be altogether like Him, in Righteouſneſs and true 
* Holineſs ! Throughout the Day, I enjoyed ſweet 
* Repoſe in the Blood of /e Lamb. In the Even- 
ing I preached on 1 Cor. i. 30. And Gon * = 
4 


to manifeſt himſelf to me! And O what a wel- 


' Lokp had done for my Soul. O how did I long 
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* c . M4 
-deed pour of his gracious Spirit into my Soul. 
Truly we had a Heaven upon Earth! © that! 
* had the Tongue of an Angel to glorify Thee for 
* all thy Benefits ! = 


* Thurf. May 23. IT was in great Trouble, going 
* to preaching this Morning, My Temptations 
were ſore, and my Trials exceeding great; occa- 
* fioned partly, by the Condition of ſome, who for 
* a Time ran we/l, but are turned again to the 
* Fleſh-pots of Egypt, While I preached however, 
* on P/. xx1i11, 1. my Shepberd gave me to feed upon 
His Hidden Manna, 


* I found it hard Work to be wholly ſet apart for 
Gop this Day. I preached Comfort to others, 
but could lay hold on little of it myſelf. I 
am often like a Day in Spring; the Sun ſhi- 
ning bright for a little while, and ſoon with- 
drawing again. The Sun , Rightceuſne/s often 
ſnines upon me, with His bright Beams; but alas! 
the Light is ſoon clouded, and the Joy vaniſhes 
away. Yet ſtill, bleſſed be Gop, my Heart ſtands 
faſt, believing in the Lox D. For I take it for 
granted, that the Want of ſtrong light and Joy, 
no more argues Want of Faith, than the Ab- 
ſence of unclouded Day, argues no Sun m the 
Firmament.“ 


An unuſual Fondneſs for Company, brought 
Deadneſs upon my Soul. The Vanities of the 
World importunately intruded upon me. If Gop 
were not on my Side, I ſhould have been long ago 
as Sedom, and /ike unto Gomorrah, Such Vanities 
crouded in upon me at Prayer, that even I for- 
got what I was ſaying. Iam a Man ſorely diſ- 
* treſſed with the wandering of my Heart. I aroſe 
« from Prayer and read, and prayed again. The 
* Lord at length met me, and inſtantly releaſed 
« me from my — and gave me Power to wait 
upon Him, without Diſtraction.“ 


f ß 


. 


. 
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« Sat. 12. June. Great was the Comfort which 
Thad in Gop, I had the full Aſſurance of Faith, 
that God was my Gov, and CHRIST my Saviour. 
O the Happineſs of knowing this 


« Frid, 17. The Log was in all my Thoughts, 
had not felt ſo much Comfort for three Days — 
Had Communion with Gov, all the Day, tho? 
© chiefly in the Evening.“ 


* Tueſ, 28. I was deeply convinced of my Pe- 
* pravity. O my Gov, I ſee the Impurity of my 
© Heart, in ſuch a Manner as frightens me, 1 
know that CHRIST can have no Communian 
© with Be/ia/; neither Righteouſneſs with Unrigbteauſ- 
1. Lob, break not the brui/ed Reed, nor 
' quench the /moaking Flax. Rather ſend down thy 
Holy Spirit, and ſet me free from the Power of 
* indwelling Sin. Conſume it O Goo. Caſt out 
the Spirit of Uncleanneſs for CHRIST 's Sake. 


© Tr1rs Afternoon I walked in the Fields, and 
had a ſweet Meeting with my Loxp. He gave me 
' His Love. | 


* Sunday Morning. I was ſo ſtupid, that I could 
' ſcarcely pray. Wandering 'Thonghts crouded in 
upon me. O for an Heart to pray. I find in ge- 
' neral, that under the moſt afflictive Trials, when 
I can in fervent Prayer pour out my Soul before 
the Loxp, He gives me inſtant Relief. But when 
J cannot pray, O then is my Life burthenſome to 
* me; I cannot bear myſelf.” 


Tux Word this Morning, was ſweet to the Souls 

* of the People. They ſeemed to drink of the Foun- 

* tain of the Water of Life. I had a glorious Ma- 

* nifeſtation of the Love of Gop to my Soul. My 

Delight ſurely is in the Lok b, and His Son Jesus 

' CHRIST, Thou art my Gop, my Love, my Joy, 
6 


R 3 | my 


1 
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my Help, my Health, and my all in all! Bleſſed 
be thy Name, Amer. 


* Two much given to talk; had not the uſu) 


longing after Prayer, and Meditation. Yet the 
Lord helps mine Infirmity. | 


I had great Joy in my Soul, and longing De- 
fires to be with Chrisr. O that even now, 
could behold His lovely Face, and amiable Coun- 
tenance | 


Fri. Tuly gth. I had a lively Senſe of the 


Loxp's having blotted out my former Tranſgreſ- 


ſions; and that He had promiſed to give mea 
pure and 4 clean Heart, I had great Peace; my 
Soul being filled with the Love of Gop.” 


Sal. 10. Exerciſed this Morning by falſe Ac- 
cuſations. My only Concern was, left it ſhould 
hinder the Work of Gop. But in the Conſideration 
of his over-ruling Power and Providence, I reſted 
patiently on His Will. My Jesus was made 
perfect thro? Sufferings. O that I may be enabled 
to follow my Maſter, in the Way of the Croſs 


* WALKING in a Garden this Day, God made 


it an Eden to my Soul; pouring His Love into 


my Heart. I partook of the Water, and the Tree 
of Life; and the hidden Manna was rained from 
Heaven into my Soul.“ 


* Mind. 19. All the Day, my Soul thirſted for 
the living Gop, It was tranſported, and ex- 
ceedingly rejoiced in reading ſome divine Medi- 
tations. O my God, What ſhall I ſay? Angels 
cannot praiſe Thee worthily ! What then ſhall I, 
who am a Worm of the Earth do? O that J had 
Wings like a Dove ! Lovely Jzsvs, when ſhall ! 
ſee thy Face, joining the reſt of the redeemed, to 
celebrate the Wonders of thy redeeming Love ! 
To 


) d HS a 
= aa ma a a © 


** . r—— = TY 


Mr. Tuo as WALSH: 199 


O that this were the Moment! My Soul ſhall ere 
long take its Flight to the Manſions, which 1 

firmly believe my Saviour is preparing for ne. 0 
my God, my Saviour, my All! 


« Thur/, 25. I had but little Light or Power. 
The Loxo humbled, and ſhewed me my own 
Weakneſs; but did not leave me to it. He ſhew- 
«ed me clearly, that it was neither to my Graces, 
© Humblings, Defires, Doings, or Sufferings J muſt 
« tcuſt for Happineſs and Salvation, but in CAR IS 
alone. | 


© An, Lory, who is ſufficient for theſe Things! 
O let me die, that I may fee Thee! Whither is 
my Beloved gone? Return Lord, return. I am 
© a feeble and helpleſs Creature. Yet rejoice not 
' againſt me, O mine Enemy; for tho? I fall into 
Temptations, Heavineſs, and Trials, I ſhall riſe 
* again. O proud Phi/iftiens, deceitftl Delilab's, 
* imbred Sin, Pride of Heart, Anger, and Folly, 
* who can remove you. Lord Jesus, Thou canſt, 
* and Thou alone.” | 


© AT the Sacrament, O how did my Soul ban- 
* quet in Jesus! What divine Conſolation did 
feel in Gop my Saviour. 


ed. 23. Tempted to laugh on my very Knees 
© O Lord my Gop, be my Rock. Hide me in 
* thy Wounds, and deliver me from myſelf. O 
Jesus. I cry out of the Deeps; hear my Prayer, 
and let my Cry come up be fore Thee! 


* SURE J am, that if my Salvation depended on 
* ought but the changeleſs Love of GOD my Saviour, 
I never ſhould ſee the Lord. Alas! I am all 
* Weakneſs, Unbelief, Diſobedience, and Darkneſs. 
* My Soul was weighed down with inbred Sin. 
* But I no ſooner began to complain, and bewail 
* myſelf before Him, than he poured his Love upon 
me, and gave me ſweet Acceſs to Him.“ 


1752, 
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* 1752. Far. 6. I could hardly account to my. 
ſelf, How my Thoughts had been employed this 
Day. O that they were every Moment taken up 
in the Contemplation, of thy wonderous Love 
and Compaſſion to me, and all the fallen Race! 
O for an humble, lowly, fimple,. pure, and per- 


fect Mind! What ſhall I ſay to Thee, Thou De- 
light of my Heart? How much fairer art Thou 


than the Sons of Men!“ 


< Waen I look back upon my Life, I can ſee 
nothing that does not need to be waſhed with the 
Blood of CHRIST. My beſt Actions are imperfeR. 
I have need to fly to my Saviour, that from Him 
I might receive that Robe, which is pure and 
compleat. My whole Deſire is to be. devoted to 
Thee! 


© ASnaurd to lift my Eyes to Heaven, . I fell 


down before the Lox Dp my Maker; and I may 


well ſay that he waited to be gracious ; for before 


I could utter many Words his Love filled my 


Heart. I could then look up with Conkidence, 


—— > oo @ 


and ſaw my Father Gor, ſmile upon me, and 
my dear Redeemer at his right Hand full of Grace 


and Truth for me. O how ſweetly did the ever 


blefſed Trinity join to bleſs me ! Help me to 
praiſe Thee, O Thou Strength of gel. 


Tunis Morning at Breakfaſt, the Lon p left ſuch 


« a divine Impreſſion upon my Heart as I think will 


4 


« deed, 


never wear oft. 


ep 1 
© Gop was much with me in private. O what 


aà Heaven __ Earth is it, to commune with Him 
0 


in Prayer, holy Reading, and divine Meditation. 
noo is a Well of Life. How bleſſed is it to 
old Intimacy with Him, This is Paradiſe in- 


6 Sunday, 
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Sunday. It was a glorious Sabbath to my 
Soul. The Light of Heaven ſhone upon me. 


©.ParT of this Day was the happieſt I ever yet 
© ſaw, I could freely depart to be with Him whom 
my Soul loveth. 'I'ruly I ſeemed to antedate the 
ſweetneſs of the celeſtial Felicity, which the glori- 
' hed Spirits enjoy above]! My Song was Praiſes to 
' my Gov. 


* Hap calm Repoſe in Gov. A Day of ſore 
Temptation. I was kept, but thro! momentary 
watching unto Prayer, O what am I? How 
weak, ba blind, how poor! As to Strength, 
© © a bruiſe .ced ; for Love and Zea/, as the ſmoak- 
ing Flax. But Thou, O Gov, art ſtrong, and in 
Thee is my Hope. 


© ILL in Body, dark in Mind, dead in Aﬀettions, 

and ſorely troubled with Temptations. Yet I was 

Y © preſerved from inclining to Iniquity with my 
Es | 


Sunday. My Soul agonized to enter into the 
' Reſt of the People of Gop. I ſaw. him by Faith 
and the Promiſes were ſtrongly brought:to my Re- 
' membrance, eſpecially, © Ask what you wall, and 
' 1t ſhall be done unto you.“ ay 


* Friday 20. Surrounded with various Tempta- 
tions. O the Levity of my Spirit; weakneſs of 
' my Faith, and deceitfulneſs of my Heart. 


Saturday 30. My Soul taſted of the ſweets of 
' Paradiſe this Day | 


* 1753 March. 7. In the Morning there was 
open free Intercourſe, between Gop and my Soul. 
which for ſome Hours remained undiſturbed. 
About Noon I felt fore War between Nature and 
' grace ; ſo that I was brought low. Nature 

would 
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© would have me manage for myſelf, Grace was 
for Caſting all my Care upon Gov. O thou 
* Author of every good Gift, ſend me help from 
thy holy Place, to ſubdue the old Man. Take 
* away the Perverſeneſs of my own natural Will, 
and-make me lowly and patient as thou my Loxd 
art. Thou art the Source of Grace and of Good- 
© neſs. In Thee, O Lamb of Gov, is all I want. 


c 


* Thurſday 8. Poured out my Soul before the 
*:L ory, who gave me to feel hearty Contrition 
with earneſt Deſires to be ſanctified wholly. For 


* Othow. wavering is my Mind 
'Toft about with every Wind 
© how quickly doth my Heart 
From the living God depart.” 


© Son of Gop,. ſet me free, and knit my Soul to 
© .Tapdalf:!. . - AT 


* Sat, 10. The Loxp ſweetly refreſhed my Spirit. 
* I was ſtrongly moved to pour out my Soul for my 
Enemies, and alt that forget Gov. There was 
a burning in my Heart after all the Life of Gop. 
* Nothing- appeared ſo deſirable as Holineſs. O 
ov take: the whole Capacity. of my Soul, and 
poſſeſs it by Thy Spirit. 


* Sunday 25. I have had a Proof to Day of 
* the Vanity and Uncertainty of human Friendſhip, 
* Some who loved and greatly eſteemed me when! 
left Dublin, about Ten Weeks ago, will now, at 
my return; hardly ſpeak to me. O that I may 
© ſeek Friendſhip and all Good in Go alone. Yes, 


For friend, or happy life, who looks not higher 
. Of neither ſhall he find the ſhadow Here. 


SMOB 
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© Some Words I heard this Morning pierced me 
to the very Soul. Enter not into Judgment with 
thy Servant, O Lord. I fly to Jesvs, the 
1 One, to hide me in his Wounds, He is my Sanc- 
©tuary, the Ark of the Covenant, and the true Altar. 
' Come my Life, my Treaſure, and.my Gov, ſhine 
into this drooping Heart. Have I not an Intereſt in 
thy Blood! Am I not a Child of Thine, OGop? - 
© Haſt Thou not ſaid unto me, Live? O that thy 
' powerful Voice-would now ſpeak to my Soul, and 
pleſs me, O my Father! | 


© How little do I know of Gov, or of myſelf ? 
O what a Myſtery is Man? How difficult to find, 
and then to loſe himſelf! Lorp, I long to be 
' ſettled and fixed in Thee! O how does this mortal 
' Body preſs down the Soul ! ? 


Sat. April 21. Strengthened in the Hope of full 
Redemption. Jssus forſake me not, or I ſhall 
be of all Men moſt miſerable ! 


* W:ancſ. May 4. Woke with the Preſence of God. 
Jesus was amiable, and altogether lovely to my 
Soul. My Heart was carried out in Praiſe to 
' Him for redeeming me, and making me His own 
' for ever, by the Waſhing of Regeneration, and 
' Renewing of the Holy Ghoſt. 


© I earneſtly longed after inward Holineſs ; the 
Image of God brought into my Soul. For then 
' only ſhall I he truly happy, when Self-love, Self- 
will, and all other Roots of Bitterneſs are rooted 
out of my Heart, and the pure Love of Gop 
' overflows my whole Soul. When JEsus is the 
' ſupreme and ſole Governor, and all Things with- 
in, are ſubdued by His Grace; then the Heart 
"reſts in Peace, and all Things move in their pro- 
per Time and Manner. The Soul is retired, tho? 
in the midſt of Hurry; and ſweet Peace, and 
Joy flow from IE Hovah, their Source. TO 
* the 
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oy 


Ar the Loa d's Table, the bloody Sacrifice was 


Honey-Comb.“ | 
rid 31. After Preaching, gave myſelf to my 


a @ M. G A 
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- © Sat, I was very happy in my Soul, and read 
Goss holy Word with great Delight.“ 


<- Cry for Liberty! 


and every one who ſincerely ſeeks and with all his 


in reality? 


the Victory, the Salvation, the Liberty, the De. 
liverance from Sin, which very few believe, and 
which no one can know, ſave he that receiveth 
it, But it is the Privilege of the Children of Gop, 


Might, ſtrives for it, ſhall ſurely attain, by the 
Spirit of the Lox p; for the Mouth of the Logo 
hath ſpoken it. | | | 


impreſſed on my Heart. The Fruit of the Tree 
of Life, was ſweeter to me, than Honey and the 


uſual Study. O Freedom of Heart, and Con- 
tempt of the World, how great Bleſſings are ye? 
Plentifully did the Loxp — His Love into 
my Soul, this Day, in our publick Meeting. Verily 
Thou art the Pleaſure of my Soul, the Hope and 
Deſire of my Heart. 


Tunis Day Gop prepared me for a fore Trial, 
by giving me ſweet Repoſe in his Love. I lived 
as it were in Heaven, My Soul was raviſhed with 
His Sweetneſs. So was I enabled to bear with 
Calmneſs and Patience, the abuſive Language 0 
one who came to my Room, breathing out Threa- 
tenings againſt me, Alas, How many are there 
who are great Friends in Profeſſion, but not ſuch 


O the unſpeakable Comfort of having an As- 
ſurance of the Love of Gop ! ? 


I cried unto the Lox p, to make me holy as Hei 
holy. This is the Thing which J long for. Load 
grant me my Heart's Deſire. Anſwer thy Spirits 


Sal. 


bl ve 
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Sat. Auguſt 29. In the Night I was grievouſly 

' tempted of the Devil. He injeted ſuch Blaſ- 

* phemies, and threw ſuch fiery Darts as I never 

experienced before. I was fore amazed, and cried 

* unto the Lox Do Jesus He heard my Cry, 

* bruiſed his Head and delivered my Soul from his 

© Rage and Fury. Loxp thou upholdeſt me, or I 

© ſhould fall! O ſtay with me till I arrive ſafe in 
thy Kingdom! 


Sunday, Sep. 1, Was a Day of Feaſting and re- 
* joicing to my Soul. I had ſweet Converſe with 
* my Beloved, while I joyed in his Salvation, I 
* proclaimed his Name to Thouſands, from Jeren. 
vi. 10. And never felt more Freedom to preach 
* my Saviour. O my Loxp thou art precious 
to my Soul, and thy Service is my Reward ! 


1754, Sunday, March, At the Lord's Supper 
this Morning, my Soul was diſſolved with divine 
Love. I could bleſs Gop that ever I was born to 
' ſo happy and glorious an End, as to love and 
© praiſe, and ſerve my Redeemer. Yes, IEsus, 
Thou art precious to my Soul. Thy Yoke is eaſy, 
* and thy Commandments holy and juſt and good. 
I deſire to keep them with my whole Heart. 


Tu more I ſee of the World, the leſs Happi- 
' neſs Jean difcern in it. Happy are they who. 
* are well out of it. Let me die the Death of the 
* Righteous, and let my laſt End be like his. *Tis 
* a great Thing to be a Chriſtian in Truth. 


There's not a day, but to the man of thought 
betrays ſome ſecret, that throws new reproach 
On life, and makes him ſick of ſeeing more.“ 


* I uſed the Means of Grace to Day as uſual, 
but cannot ſay that I hal Communion with Gop 
in them. Alas! what are Means when CHRIST 
„is abyent! How often do I find Heavineſs and 

oe 8 15 Dead- 
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© Deadneſs ſucceed much Joy, and Freedom © 
Spirit. Poor alas, bevond Epreſſion poor!“ 


l wept and rejoiced that Gor had given me 
* Soul capable of loving him, In reading and me 
«* ditating in the open Air, my Soul taſted of the 
c Joys in Part, which thoſe Spirits enjoy who behold 
© his Face continually, 


Mx Soul vehemently groaned and longed fo 
be full Redemption, while it enjoyed ſweet Con 
* verſe with my dear Logo Jxsus. 


© I removed from amongſt us ſome who walked 


© diforderly. Alas, how few are willing to do 
and ſuffer 4// the Will of Gop ! 


© Tueſday 12. Altho' my Body was much afflicted 
my Soul was greatly comforted. 


© Sunday, 17, I heard a Sermon to Day at 
Church in which my Lord Jesvs was not foi 
much as named. Alas that te Way, the 1:41, 
and the Life, ſbould be entirely forgot ! 


Friday, 22. I was heavy and ill all Day, yet 1 
© ftrove to do the Will of my Heavenly Father. 


© Sat. 23. I had Intercourſe with Heaven all Day. 
I thirſted for the Salvation of all Men, as for 
my own Soul. I was alſo deeply humbled before 
the Loxp, ſeeing myſelf the moſt vile and un- 
worthy of all his Creatures. He likewiſe made 
me willing to be deſpiſed and evil ipoken of by 
others. And I cannot but -admire the Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs of Gop, in ſo preparing me for 
what ſoon after followed. One of my Acquain- 
tance, that went with me to the Houſe of Gov, T 
laid to my Charge Things which I knew not. ul 
I fent for him, but he could ſay nothing to my 


Face. His Mouth was ſtopped, and he ſeemed 
: 0 quite 


„ 
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quite aſhamed. I felt much Patience and Pity to- 
' wards him. Lorp Jzsvs, give him Repentance, 
and take Prejudice out of his Heart. 


© Sat. April 20. Was a Day of Joy and Sorrow by 

= lnteryals. O how did Nature and Grace ſtrive in 

ny Soul. What Conflicts with myſelf do I daily 
experience!“ ä 


Pi. May 3. I had a feeling Senſe of the 
FTreaſures of Grace and Glory, which are laid up 
for me, both here, and in Heaven. O what a 
Heaven did I experience in being able to call Gov, 

' mz God, and my Father! 


- ———_— 
—_— - - — — — 9 


CHAP. II. 
De Extract from his Diary continued. 


HE Account of his Experience, given in the 
| receding Chapter, begins with the firſt Year 
\ [836 — ; in which likewiſe he began to 
© abour for the Good of his Neighbour. And it may 
Ide obſerved, that in his Progreſs, the Experience 
if his Heart, had its certain progreſſive Stages, re- 
enbling in ſome Degree, that of the ſbining Light, 
Sun: A Day ſuppoſe, whoſe early Dawn is clear 
= RY ; and whoſe Light and Heat ſtill in- 
teaſes 3 ere long, is overcaſt with Clouds, and 
uſturbed with Tempeſt ; the Sun however keeps 
lis Courſe, and till goes on to the perfe# Day. Such 
likewiſe is the Path of the Fuft, and ſuch was the Ex- 
penience of this Servant of Gop, 


Tus firſt Diſplay of the divine Goodneſs to his 
doul in Juſtification, was ſo clear, and his Joy there- 
won was ſo exceeding ſtrong, that he had then 

; f no 
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no Expectation of ſeeing War any more. And he 


was indeed carried on ſweetly, for ſome conſiderable” 


Time. 


The Heavens diſtill'd their Sweetneſſes, 
And ſtrew'd with Flowers his Way; 
Some Taſtes he had of Paradiſe, 
His ev'ry joyous Month was May! 


But whatever was the Cauſe; or, whether there 
was, according to the divine Diſpoſals, a needs be 
for it; however ſoit was, that he afterwards felt 
Otherwiſe ; and that chiefly | 


- Commenced now the agonizing Strife, 
Previous to-Nature's Death, and ſecond Life. 


And hence we find him often groaning under a 
Body of Sin and Death ; complaining of Struggles, 
between Nature and Grace; and of Inconſtancy and 
Weakneſs in general: with ardent Pourings out of his 
Soul to Gor, for complete Deliverance. And his 
Thirſt after it was conſiderably augmented, by the 
tranſient Taſts, with which it pleaſed Gop to favour 
him from Time to Time, of the Heaven of loving 
Him zien, with all the Powers of his Soul. 


Tre feeling of his Heart in Reference thereto ; 
the Methods which he perſued in order to attain it, 
and the Progreſs which by the Grace of Gop he 
made therein, are the Subject of this Chapter. Only 
for the Sake of ſome, who defire to have the falleſt 
Information concerning him on this Head, I ſhall 
prefix a Letter he ſent me to Briſtol, from London, 
in Anſwer to ſome Enquiries which I made concern- 
ing his then State of Soul; occaſioned by the fol- 
lowing Circumſtance. Some Months before he 
left London, the laſt Time, a Report prevailed Leng 
his Brethren (it ſeems from ſome Things he ſpo e 
chiefly in his Preaching) that he profeſſed to be 


</eanjed from all Sin, When J parted with him, not 


many Weeks before, I knew he was earneſtly fol- 
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wy 4 <0 


ow 
8. 2 


Mr. THOMAS WaLsn. 209 


lowing after perfect Love, weeping and praying al- 
moſt Day and Night. And on my hearing that he 
had attained, I wrote, to know it from himſelf. To 
which Enquiry he ſent me the following Anſwer, 
concerning the State of his Soul. 


London Funt 17. 1757. 
My dear Brother. | 5 


ö WI AT you mention concerning me, I anſwer 
thus. 1ſt. I feel the conſtant Witneſs of the 
« Spirit of Gov, that I am forgiven; and that I ldve 
« Gopand my Neighbour. 2dly. I do not feel any evil 
« Tempers, 3dly. I firmly believe that Gon will 
« eternally ſave my Soul. But whether % Sin is 
« taken out of my Heart, and the Poſſibility of 
« grieving the Spirit of Gop, I do not determine ; 
neither do I think that I love either God, or my 
« Neighbour as I ought, or as I ſhall. I am help- 
© leſs, but Gop is my Strength. I live by Faith. 
« I am aſhamed. I have no Wiſh, that any one 
« ſhould believe I am ſaved from all Sin. Indeed I 
© ought to juſtify every. one that believes the con- 
© trary, ſuppoſing it was ſo. But alas! if CnRIST 
did not pray for me, and keep me every Moment, 
© ] ſhould go to the Devil. I underſtand, G4. iii, 
10. as I never did before; and Gal. ii. 19. is 
© what I feel, JzsuUs CHATSr is all in all. 


© I have written ſimply, make the beſt Uſe you 
can of it; but ſay nothing of it to any one (this 
© I requeſt.*) O let me be forgotten: Not of Gop, 
© or of his Children in Prayer; but as I deſire no 
© Good to be ſaid of me, I would not have any one: 
© fin againſt Gop in thinking, or ſpeaking the Evil 
© which my Heart abhors. It is much to the Glory 
© of Gop, to fave a proud, angry, ſelf-willed, 
© fearful, and unbelieving Sinner; thererore I al- 
moſt ſay, That I glory in mine Infirmities, that 
S 3 the 
* And his Requeſt was then carefully obſerved. The preſent 
Caſe, and Occaſion, will perhaps be thought Reaſoa ſufficient far- 
publiſking it. N OH 
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the Strength, and Grace of CHRIST, may reſt 
upon me, and ſave me from them all ; and this 
He will do, as ſure as He is faithful and true. 
I would not have Mr. — to mention any 
thing about me ; but as Providence permitted it, 
I am not concerned, leaving myſelf, and the Event 
of all with Gop.” | 

I expect to hear from you quickly, Iam, 


« Your affectionate Brother, 
« Thomas M alſb. 


His Struggles, Sentiments, and Attainments, 


partly before, and partly after this Letter, even to 
his Death, are farther repreſented in the following 
Extracts. k 


= 0 'Y a a6 R 


ö 


* London, Sund. Fine 2, All this Forenoon I was 
raiſed above myſelf, and loft in Gop. Feaven 
as it were came down into my Soul, and I ſaw 
the Glory of the World to come! I beheld all 
the Glory of this World, as the Mire in the 
Streets. But Oh, the Views, which I had of 
Heaven, and the Foretaſte of thoſe raviſhing Joys, 
that flow there, ſo tranſported my Soul, that [ 
could bleſs Gop, that ever I was born.” 


© Tueſ. 4 My Soul was tranſported this Day to 
ſuth a Degree, as greatly affected even my Body. 


J do not recolle&, that I ever before felt ſuch a 
Senſe of the Preſence and Glory of Gov. 


if He ſhould manifeſt Himſelf a few Degrees 
more to me, I could not live in the Body! 


Surely 


Sund. 9. I gave myſelf up to Gop. I heartily 
deſire to give my whole Heart, chearfully, and 
without Reſerve to Thee my Love! Many Things 
would alienate it from Thee. But O my Savionr, 
keep Thou my every Deſire. Knit me cloſely to 
Thyſelf, and ſuffer no falſe Fire to abide in 
my Heart, I acknowledge, O my Go, that it 
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is an amazing Inſtance of thy Love, that Thou 
chaſt made me a Child of Thine. Let I beſeech 
Thee, Thy Goodneſs be the ſtrongeſt Tie to keep 
my Heart ſtay'd upon Thee. 


Tue). 18. I was fo low in Body, that I could hardly 
« ſpeak or think. Oh, how does this corruptible 
Body preſs down my Soul! Yet I can praiſe 
60D for His Diſpenſations towards me; He 


' afflicts me, that I may be Partaker of His Ho- 
' lineſs.? 


At the Lord's Table I was in an Agony for 
' Holineſs. My Soul, and even my — , were 
ready to faint with Deſire, and longing for all 
the Mind that was in Cyr1sT IESus. 


My Earth Thon watereſt from on high, 
But this cannot ſuffice, 

Unleſs 'Thou planteſt in my Heart 
A conſtant Paradiſe ! 


* Sat, Tuly 20, O how my Soul laboured with 
God in ſecret Prayer. I ſaid in my Heart, If 
„Jam indeed a Child of Gop, Why have I 
not greater Deſires to depart, and to be with 
' CHRIST ? I proftrated myſelf before the Throne 
' of Grace, and cried to Gob to anſwer me as by 
Fire: And He ſoon ſilenced my Deſpondences by 


' anſwering in my Heart, My Son, Thou art 
Mine.“ 


Med. Sep. 21, I longed to be diſſolved, and 


yet, more to be made holy.” 


* Gop overpowered my whole Frame, fo that 


* my Body fainted under the pouring out of the 
Spirit of CRIST. 


© Sat, Sep. 26. My Heart was quite melted with 
* a Senſe of the Goodneſs of Gop, and of my = 
: 6 C- 
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* Vileneſs. I think I now begin to repent; to 
* have a Godly Sorrow for my Sins. Of this I am 
* well affured, that Thoughts which were in my 
© Mind a Year ago, are now a Grief to me. The 
Spirit of Gop brings the Sins of my whole Life 
to my Remembrance.“ I read them all, but more 
© eſpecially, whatever has been wrong in me, fince 
I was converted. My Spirit within me mourns, 
© and my Heart feelingly ſays, Oh that I had 
never finned ! O that my Soul and Body had 
been always pure before Thee]! Oh that I had 
always the ſame Light and Power that Gop has 
6 = me now! But altho' I am vile, yet this, bleſ- 
© ſed be Govp I know, there is now no Condem- 
nation to me: The Blood of CarrsT hath waſhed 
© away all my Sins. I have the Spirit of Adop- 
© tion, and the Peace of my Gop. I love Him, and 
© all His dear Children ; yea, and my Enemies 
likewiſe, I hunger and thirſt after Righteouſneſs. 
© I rejoice in my God, and delight in doing His 
Will. TI know in whom I have believed. My 
Name is written in Heaven, Hallelujah! 


© Fri, Nov, 22. I enjoyed a Fulneſs of God in 
my Soul; and had infinite Sweetneſs in Commu- 
nion with my Saviour. Lorp, Iam not worthy 
© of theſe Manifeſtations : But I ſee all is of /r-2 
©* Grace, I receive all thro' Cyr1sT the Righteous. 
+ He drank the bitter Cup, that I might drink the 
Cup of Conſolation. Lon, I would love Thee 
« infinitely, if I were able! My whole Soul cries. 
out for Power to do Thy Will perfectly 


Mond. Decem. 2, I feel I am a mere Nothing, 
© and that if Gop withdraw His Grace from me but 
© for a Moment, I ſhould do nothing but Sin.“ 


4 Sun. c 


Þ cc True Believers are humbled all their Life Time, even 6c 
for the Sins which they committed before they were con- 
vertei,"? f . 
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Sur. 22. All the Day long my Lord was won- 
© derfully preſent with me in every Ordinance. Tru- 
y my Soul longed vehemently to be, and live like 
my Saviour, the holy Jesus. This indeed 1s the 
Thing I aim at: and I believe according to the 
' ſure Word of Promiſe, I ſhall attain. O what 
© Depths and Heights of Holineſs do I diſcern 
' attainable in this World.“ 


© I felt much Shame before the I.oR D to day, for 
© my Unfaithfulneſs, and Unfruitfulneſs. O Goo 
enter not into Judgment with me for my Sins of 
Omiſſion. 


Sund. Fuly 4. I was troubled in my Spirit becauſe 
* of Lightneſs of Heart, and ſpeaking my on 
' Woras, (Iſa. lviii.) How many idle Words do I 
© ſpeak ! It ill becomes a Chriſtian, much more a 
Preacher ever to laugh.“ 


© I lay down in Peace, becauſe I have an Advo- 
{ cate with the Father.“ 


* 0.6. I roſe with much Sorrow and Concern; 

* and with Shame, and much brokenneſs of Heart, 
* bowed my Soul before the LoD. My Heavineſs 
* endured as it were but a Moment, and the divine 
* Light ſhone tranſcendently bright upon my Soul. 
*, Praying with a few Friends, my Joy in the Loxp 
*. overcame my feeble Body. And it proved to be a 
Preparation for a Trial, which came ſoon after. (See, 
* and compare Matt. ix. 16. with chap. iv. 1.) I had 
ſweet Communion with Jesvs, and three of His 
* redeemed Ones this Day. In the Evening I preſ- 
* ſed upon the People the Neceſſity of inward Lite, 
from Adds v. 20. | ay 


* My Soul was mightily encouraged while 1 
* expounded, Jobn xiv. 21—23. Inward and con- 
* ſtant Liberty is what I want; to be always re- 


collected, having my Mind ſtayed upon Goo, 


. 
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* I would live like an Angel below. For ſome 
Moments indeed, I often , = and rejoice in a 
© wonderful Manner: but alas, How ſoon it dies 
* away !” I become comparatively cold, and can 
* neither pray with Freedom, nor rejoice with Re- 
© yerence. | | 


' © Prayzr and reading the Scriptures, are my 
daily Delight. | 


* O JBsvs, thou holy lover of my Soul, unite 
me more cloſe to Thyſelf. Be Thou my Glory, 
my Joy———Thou art my «// in a//, 


* STILL, Nature, the Devil and Grace, are 
* ſtriving with me: CurisT however has the up- 
per Hand; but I want Him “ to live and reign, 
the LoD of every Motion of my Soul.” 


* I Prayed with my Kindred at taking my Leave 
of them.“ My Brother and Siſter were ill, and 
| my Mother weeping after me. I found a great 
I * ſtruggle, and believe I ſhould have flayed, but 

" © for thoſe Scripture. He that /oveth Father or Mo- 
© ther more than mt, is not worthy of ne. 5 And Let 
© the Dead bury their Dead ; but go thor and preach the 
* Kingdom of Gov, F My Heart felt Pain and Sor- 
row: But I took up my Croſs, and went imme- 

* © diately to Be/hgarane (where were a Colony of Ger- 
| © mans) and preached that Night. O what is need- 
ful for a Miniſter of Jesvs ! What Faith, Love, 
Purity, divine Light, Life and Strength to finiſh, 
his Courſe with Joy! 


© MzzT1xG the Penitents, I could hardly ſpeak 

in the laſt Prayer, I was ſo overpowered with 

the Preſence and Majeſty of Gop. F 
f a 4 


. He was then going to England the third, and which was the 
Time, 


 E© Matth, x, = VT Luke ix, 60, 
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© T roſe early this Morning, after watering my 
* Pillow with my Tears more than ever I remem- 
© ber to have done before. 


© Tarxoucnovur the various Exerciſes of the 
Pay, I had ſtrong Aſſurance, that the Lox p would 
* eternally ſave me; eſpecially as I ſat at Dinner, 


converſing with my Brethren of the Things of 
God.“ 


* Havinc this Evening to myſelf without 
« Preaching (a rare Thing with him) I ſhut myſelf 
* up, and fought the Lon D with, Prayers and Tears. 
* Shew me, my Lord thy Glory, Nor let me die that 
I may ſee Thee! If I cannot perfectly love Thee, 
and do Thy Will upon Earth, fend for me, and 
* take my Soul to Heaven. But Lo, Goo, haſt 
© Thou not ſpoken by My/es, Deut. xx. 6. and by 
© Ezik, xxxvi. 23—32. If theſe are Thy Words, 
* and Promiſes, I pray and plead, that they may 


* be fulfilled in me, according to their utmoſt Ex- 
* tent, O come and baptize me with Fire ! 


Ar Prayer with ſome Friends, the Lord ap- 
* plied powerfully to my Heart, Go, and fin no 
more.“ Now the Lok o has anſwered for Him- 
* ſelf. I believe it is His Will, that from this Mo- 
* ment I ſhould fin no more; and that I ſhould 
have ſuch a Faith, as never to depart from Car1sT 
in Thought, Word, or Deed ; that ſo, being in- 
* ſeparably one with Him, I ſhould walk in the 
Spirit, and ſing and praiſe Him ever more! An- 
* gels praiſe my Saviour ! 


* 1757. Sunday. All the Day I was happy in my 
Loeb, rejoicing in Confidence, that He would 
* ſave me eternally. I could pray, and love, and 
* weep.” 


It was a Day of great Bleſſing, and of great Tri- 
© als. I came home thro' much Snow and Rain. But 
"MM 


, 
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* it was all ſweet with Caxisr. I called on thei i a 
Strong for Strength; and after Meditation, lay 
* me down in Peace.“ at 


VPurſ. IJ employ'd all the Day in reading the Ve. « C 
© brew and Greek Scriptures, ſave ſome Time which 
* I ſpent in endeavouring to convince a Man (who 


6 

* contended much) that there is Salvation for a. = 
* Perfon, though he does not make Uſe of the «HB 
Church of Eng/arnd*s Liturgy. Ihad many Comforts Wil « 
with ſtrong Temptation.” * 
WIr a Heart full of Matter, I preached on * 
* Eph. vi. 11. I could truly ſay, that the Law of p 
* thy Mouth is dearer unto me, than thouſands of Wl , . 
Gold and Silver. | «| 
« Wide as the World is thy Command, ! "Y 

„ Vaſt as Eternity thy Love! 2 

| 6 

* At Dinner my Soul was ſweetly drawn out after 17 


* Gop. I felt ſuch an Aſſurance of Eternal Salva- 
( tion, as I never had before; not with ſuch a De- 
« gree of clearneſs of Evidence, 


CE wept and prayed before the LorD that he would 
* make me entirely pure in Heart, and bleſs all his 
Children. It was a happy Day. 


© I felt great Love to all Mankind. My Soul 
© pleaded with Gop in their Behalf. O Jesvs 
e haſten thy Kingdom, Come and put a period, 


to Sin and Miſery ! O my Gov, ſuffer not a vain 2Y 
Thought to live in me. I never can reft 'till JE. (me 
sus has poured his humble, pure, and happy Mind my 


into my Soul. For ſome Moments I did taſte of 
the Felicity of Heaven; but thro? Pain and unbe- 
lief it was of ſhort Continuance. 


. 


Friday. It being the publick Faſt. I preached 
on Lat. lviii. 3. It was a Day of Feaſting to my 
Soul. With great Delight I reſted in my on 

An 
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And it ſeemed to me, that the People of Gop : 
i were not yet to ſuffer. Hereafter it will be; but 
at preſent, the grand Controverſy is with Anti- 
chriſt.“ JzsUs will avenge the Quarrel of His 
32 | | 


© I ſeek Perfection, and uninterrupted Commu- 
nion with the bleſſed Gop, Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, True, L am not worthy of the 
* Crumbs under thy Table ; yet I look thro* Th 
' rich, Grace, for all the precious and eternal Blet. 
* ſings of the new Covenant.“ a ny 


Sunday. This was a glorious Day indeed. Great 
and marvellous were the Bleflings which Gon be- 
* ſtowed upon me. He bleſſes me in every Duty: 
all is uſeful : all works together for my Good. 
' I go. on my Way linging the hundred and thirty- 
* eighth P/alm, They ſball ſing in the 3 of the 
* LORD; for great is the Gliry of the LORD, 


Jzsvs 


For ſome conſiderable Time before, and during great Part of 
lis lat Sickneſs, bis Thoughts entered deeply, into the Prophecies 
of Daniel and the Revelation, He calculated the Times with 
great ExaQtneſs, and ſpared no Labour and Pains, to be fully in- | 
formed concerning the great Things which thoſe Paſſages inſinuate 
ſtill awaits the World, In ſhort he was rapt up in thoſe future 
Scenes, baſtening to the coming of the Son of God, in his King- 
dom of Grace and Glory, His Opinion was that great and amaze 
ing Things were at the very Doors, and has frequently ſaid te 
a Young Man, My Brother if you live to the Years of a Man 
(meaning Three Score and Ten) you ſhall ſee theſe Things. I 
avoid inlerting particularly, his Calculations and Sentiments, be- 
cayſe ſo many wiſe and good Men before him, have been miſtaken 
en this Head, for ſome Generations paſt, Our Lox p is welcome 
when, and however He ſhall be pleaſed to come. He ſays, Him- 
ſelfit will be at a Time, when the generality of People at leaft, 
think little about the Matter, He bids his Children to be always 
ready; and lets them know the Way.—Watch and pray always 
that ye may be wy art by to eſcape all theſe" Things, and to ffapd 
before the Sun of Man ! Bleſſed 1s that Servant pa. x. bit Lon D, 
"when be comerh (hall find ſo doing. 


T 
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© Jpsvs was with me in all | I did. He gave me 
Light, Love, Help, Joy, Peace, and Strength in 
all. In His Spirit I went to reſt.” 


* Warrever I was, antl in whatſoever 1 did, 
my Soul delighted in Gop : never had I deeper, 
or more ſweet Manifeſtations of His gracious Pre- 
* ſence, I could not but praiſe Him, and thirſt for 
more perfect Union with Him! Surely this is the 
* Foretaſte of Glory! O if Chriſtians did but 
* rightly underſtand the Nature, Power, and Ex. 

tent of the Kingdom of GOD in the Soul, I am per- 
* ſuaded they would not reſt ſatisfied with bare Par. 
don of Sin, and ſome Joy and Peace, when they 
may have perfect and uninterrupted Reſt! If once 
Sin be totally deſtroyed, and the Spirit filled with 
the Light, and Love of Gop, it is then neither 
'© hurt nor hindred, by. any Perſon or Thing 
but ſtedily goes on its Heavenly Journey, -unit- 
ing to Chr1sT, more and more daily. 1t does nit 
yet appear what we ſhall be, even in this World, 


© O Cunisr, What haſt Thou done for me! 
© What ſhall I ſay of, or unto Thee? This I ſay, 
© that I love Thee! O let it be with all my Heart, 
* and Soul, and Mind, and Strength, At Inter- 
« ceſlion, I felt ſuch a Degree of the Preſence of 
© Gov, as utterly amazed me. O glorious Lob, 
» how ſhall I bleſs Thee! 4 


Mx Heart continually reſted in Gov, and drank 
of the living Waters; yea, my very Body was 
© ſupported by the Joy wherewith my Soul was re- 
'© frethed : So that after preaching three Times to- 
© day, beſide viſiting the Sick, and Well; my 
Strength was more than when I roſe in the Morn- 
ing.“ | 4 


" © Friday. A Day of Faſting (a frequent Practice 
of his.) At Prayer with Brother 1, Nas 
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Soul was greatly humbled before Gop. Entire» 
© Reſignation, without much Joy, was the State of 
© my Heart this Day. i * 
Sat. March 12. 1757. Preparing for a ſhort 
Journey to-day, and Going up my Books, I felt 
« ſome little Diſtraction. I could bleſs Gop how- ' 
ever, that I had not Money to lay up. Alas, for 
the Rich of this World: How are they to be pi- 
tied! How hardly can they be ſaved ? Jzsvs, 


make and keep me poor in Spirit; nor ſuffer this 


World ever to defile me. Suffer not my Soul to 
cleave to the Duſt, but cauſe all my Affections 
to flow towards Thyſelf. I would not live upon 
Earth. I defire, pray, and labour, that my Heart 
may be in Heaven, with CarisT my Head. 

| weight 
„Each act, each thought, he queſtions © what its 
Its colour what, a thouſand ages hence? 
And what it tere appears, he deems it ee, 
Hence pure are the receſſes of his ſoul.” 


San. 13. I converſed with one to-day, who told 
* me, that for fourteen Years laſt paſt, ſhe never 
found any Unhappineſs, but always rejoiced in the 
Love of Gop. Before and after 1 1 
* found ſuch Deſire, as almoſt made my Heart 
break. My Soul and Fleſh cried, mourned and 
* wept for the perfect Love of Gov. There is a 
Beauty and Excellence in Holineſs, which has 


* quite won my Heart.” 


I felt a deep Neceſlity of conſtant and habitual 
Preparation for Death. 


All Day, beth in Reading, Prayer, and Con- 


verſation, I felt ſomething of that Promiſe, Jobn 
iv. 14. I look fer Religion to poſſeſs, and en- 


* tirely change me. I ſee and feel, that Chriſtianity ' 
is ſomething divine, living, generous, powerful, 
„and 
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and internal. It is GOD dwelling in the Scul of 
* Man, 2 Cor. vi. 16.“ | 


Fi. 18. I prayed, and read till Twelve. My 
Body began then to — — It does not like 


* Faſting ; hut my Soul did banquet on the rich De- 
« licacies of the Love and Promiſes of Gop. I am m 
* in the Way to Heaven; hut I want a heavenly ' M 
Nature, Heaven within me. My Soul can be ſa- Fe 
*. tisfied with nothing leſs than Gop. Jas us, my . 
dear Jesus, let me ever eſteem Thy Blood, and 11 
KRighteouſneſs above the whiole World! Through 'G 
Thee I come to God. By Thee I enter Heaven, ee 
Thou art Heaven. | 
* From the Labour of this Day, I was truly tired h. 
in Body; but thankful and ſerene in Spirit: I V 
” had no raviſhing Joy, nor Overflowings of 
N Love.“ | ; 
1 th 
* My Heart was penetrated with the Goodneſs ' te 
and Love of Gop. I ſee ſtill more clearly, that . 
Love is the fulfilling of the Law ſupreme, con- a 
* ſtant, and perfect Love of Gop, and pure benevo- 7 
jent Love to the Whole of Human Kind. * 
Happy Soul, when once renew'd, * ty 
(op in Thee, and thou in God, © of 
Only fee i within thee move ge 
Tenderneſs, Compaſſion, Love. ry 
Love immenſe, and unconfin'd, ſi 
Love to all of Human Kind, et N 
Love, which willeth all ſhould tive, t! 
Love, which all to alk would give, 0 
2 that over all prevails, 0 
ove, that never, never fails: 8 
Stand ſecure, for thou ſhalt prove 
All ch' eternity of Love! | 
There is, there can be no higher, no better, no 
ſweeter Divinity than this, My Beloved is mine, by 


Ian His! O my Soul reſt in this! Be w_ - 
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| fied, and fafe in the protecting, ſanQifying, and 
' reviving Love of Innanuel, GOD with Me. 


- 


. 
2 


6 Tus 33d Chapter of Fxodui came in my Courſe of 


Reading to-day. And O what Pleading and Com- 
munion between Moſes, and his Gop. Happy 


* - 


© Man! who converſed with the glorious JeHovan, 


Face to Face.“ And yet St. Fobn ſeems $0 ex- 


+ preſs ſomething higher and ſweeter than even this, 
' 1ſt Epiſtle i. 3. For certainly eternal Union with 
God, and a Fulneſs of His Spirit, are more ex- 


i cellent than any external Manifeſtation can be. 


Tuis was one of my bleſſed Days, wherein 1 
had a Foretaſte of the Powers and Glory of the 


World to come.“ I 


« I retired a few Minutes after Five, to wait for 


the Coming of Jesus. My Soul is all Deſire af- 


ter CyR1IsT.! I am reſolved to love and ſerve ' 


Him ſo as I have never yet done. Come Holy Gb, 
and Kindle the Fire within my Breaſt.” 1 


© From a quarter after Four this Morning 
* till Ten, ſpent. in Prayer, and reading the Scrip- 
* tures, and ſuch Humiliation of Soul, ſuch a Senſe + 
* of my Vileneſs I hardly ever felt. It was genuine, 
* godly Sorrow indeed, with a clear Sight of the 


© Odiouſneſs of Sin. I believe the firſt Time I ever - 


* ſinned, was brought to my Remembrance. My 


' Head was as Waters, and my Heart as Wax before 
the Fire. But all the Time, I had a clear Senſe 


of the Love of Gop ; a Witneſs that I was ac- 


* cepted in the Beloved, and all the Day after,, my 
Soul delighted itſelf in the Lox.” 


T 3 f 1 


That is with a Degree of Fam. liarity and Accẽ 2, which was 


nat allowed to any of the other Patziaic is or Prophets. For; 


vr;41y ſpealeing, na M. bcth 7 en Cos at any Tine, 
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| * T ought:to eſteem myſelf unworthy of any Com- 
fort; my Sins having juſtly deſerved — 
* The Blood of Cygisr is. of infinite Value and 
4 Efficacy, otherwiſe, I ſhould never be ſaved. In- 
* firmaties, ſa called, which once I paſſed over with- 
. * out much Remorſe, now 
* and damnable, and if Gop did not bear witneſs 
* with my Spirit, that they are all forgiven, would 


* fink. me into Miſery. . People are ſeldom ſuffi- 
ſte of Pride, Anger, 


ciently ſenſible af the Odio | 
internal Concupiſcence, or an inordinate Love of 
tha Creature; 
«. denial, and bearing the daily Croſs. Theſe are 
*- everlooked ;- yea, ſome even plead for, and at- 


* tempt to juſtify them. Lox p, let me never be an 


Advocate for the Devil, Give me Grace hear- 
Stil to love thoſe who tell me of my Faults. Search 


out my. Sin, till Thou find none. My whole 


Fruſt is in the Rlood: of Ixs us. I have no other 
© Plea ; for this one it enough, it will, it doth pre- 
*-vail wich. Gop, and hring my Soul to Glory.“ 


uin my Cloſet.the former Part of this Day, it 

* was made indeed a Time of Love. I felt ſuch. 

« Sweetneſs, and divine. DR im my Soul, and 
y of 


5 in ſuch a Man- 


by Faith beheld the Glory 
ner as Words cannot deſcribe. I ſaw and taſted 
„Gos in all Things. My Lonp Jzsus Cunler 
appeared gvonderful to me indeed, . ix. 6. Praiſe, 


«Blefling;. Honour, Glery, and Thankſgiving be: 
© aſcribed to the holy and adorable Trinity. What: 
* could 1 have believed, what. under of Thee, 


© unleſs Thou my Lon hadſt revealed it to me? 


* © Love divine] O the Wiſdom, — — of 
* Gop. Human Tongue cannot expreſs, nor An- 
. 


" gel Minds concerve, How wonderful ye 
ng in the Saints ; by. whom Gop is glorified, and 
SE: I 


o He ſeems to refer to ſome particular Commubication from 
Tov: of bis Trivne Majeſly, ' 


appear. heinous, black, 


together with the Neglect of Self- 


r 2 = == es 


k. | 
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© in whom C unis is jufified by the Spirit, (a Tim. 
«© Hi. 16.) To whom Heaven is as it were let down, 
and whom eternal Glory momentarily . awaits. !. 
They now drink of the Rivers of Pleaſure ; of the 
© Well of Life; and are warmed with the Beams of 
the divine Sun ! they are delighted with Praiſes, . 
© allured by Pleaſures, — with Light, and. 1 
+ filled with Goo! W Amen. q 


_” * 8 
* 
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, CHAP. IL N 
The ſame Subject continued. | 
HE continued and progrefive Advancement of 


his Soul in the Know! edge of God, i is very diſ- 
cernable in the preceding Sketch of his Experience: 
Altho! in the Expreſſion of it, and of wkat follows in 

ticular; Ne ſeems often at a Eoſs for Words; human 

guage: falling © far ſhort of. thoſe Things of. 
Gov, which. can. only be ſpiritually diſcerned. In 
thoſe Collections we ſee a Soul peculiarly re- 
markable- for a daily, ſerious, fleddy, exact and. 
uniform Courſe of walking inward] — God, and- 
attending outwardly. on 84 the | of the 
Goſpel.. He poured out, ſimply his Thoughts from. 
the ſtanding Treaſuxy of his Heart, for his own. 
fole Uſe ; * the mote effectual Promotion of his 
Intercourſa with Gov, and for the better ** 
ment of all his-ſpiritual Concerns... 


That ready his laſt Debt may a7 
He ſumm'd his Life up e ry Day. 


* 2709; I'was up before. Five, read and p 458 
I went to Chapel. I felt much. The 
„ knows what !. In the Evening we (the Society) 
met together in order to devote ourſelves to x ink 
ra by — our Covenant path. 


— 


— 
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+ fele that for my Backſlidings He might Juri) have 


© caſt me off; for altho' I have not wickedly de- 
_ © parted from my Gop. Vet for my Blots and 


© ſhort Comings, I was made to bluſh. Jesvs 


© however I know ſtands my Advocate, and becauſe 
HE lives, I live alſo. i TT 


© I Roſeearly, and after Prayer and Sermon com- 
© municated. The adorable. Saviour gave me a 
© taſte of his Sweetneſs, and a Sight of his Glory. 
© ] read, prayed, and converſed with Chriſtian 
« Friends the reſt of the Day ; waiting for perfe& 
Love, and exhorting others earneſtly to ſeek after 
the ſame. Surely nothing is ſo deſirable as this. 


* Gop in us, and the very Perfection of Goſpel | 


_ * Holmeſs. No Man can be throughly bleſſed till 


this unmixed Love of Gov purifies his Heart and 


* fills his whole Soul. 
A rnO my Employment is various yet I refer 
all Things to Gop. 


© In all I did all Day, Gop was my Life, my 


Joy and my Strength. His Love was as Fire 
within me. I never felt ſuch a burning in my 
« Heart before. O Jeſus, what haſt Thou done 
« fr me?! 7 | 


© T-faw this Day, on a very trifling Occaſion, 
| © the Neceſſity of having ſuper- natural Light, and 
© a Witneſs from Gop in all Things, even of the 
common Affairs of Life, that I pleaſe him. Some 
Things occur which ſeem to be in Equilibrio, ſo 
« that one may reaſon for Hours, and not be able to 
turn the ſcale, O may I never want Light from 
<'Gop, whereby I may clearly diſcern What: I ought 
„to do, and what avoid ! And O let me have 
„thy Strength alſo, or the Light that is in me will 


be tu je. to Darkneſs: ; for alas, I often ſee my 


War dut am-lamey-or drag on heavny “ Wes. 


% 


© Ex» 
1E 
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Ixperience hut too plainly ſhews | 1 
Tkat Man can AR againft the Truth he knows. 


Harry the Man who gives up all for CHRIST. 
Who having diſcovered, that the Favour” and- 
' Enjoyment of Gos is the Peart of great Price, ſells. 
all earthly Loves, and longs that he may buy, 
rreely receive the unſpeakable Gift of God. 

* Soon after Ten, I lay down but could not ſleep, 
' thro? a deep and comfortable Senſe of the Love of 
' CnrrzT. His Spirit reſted upon me, and: made 
„my Heart flame with Love to my GOD, and my 
' All, It never entered into my Heart to conceive 
the loving Him with all the Heart, till he revealed 
it to me is Spirit. 4 et A en 


„ Throughout the whole of my Progteſt, 1 
that Satan is my Enemy, but JES us is my Friend. 
I fear not ns 6 Loxo- will ſave me from 


„I feel 


' every evil Work, 
Aba. 


Tus Fire of divine Love burned inceſſantly in 
my Soul Vet I perceive I muft ſtill wear ſome 
of the Marks of my Captivity, namely Sickaeſs, 
' Infirmity, and Death. My Soul — fain fly 
© up to Gov, but I am yet detained. I converſed. 
' with ſome eminent Chriſtians, and Jesvs fulfilled. 
His Word, being with us of a. Truth. | | 


* Tars Day was as Yeſterday, and much more 
«© bundantly. Indeed I can declare how greatly: 
© the Logo abaſed my Soul, and broke me as it 
were in Pieces. I could nog perceive, that any ' 
din had Place in me; but I wait for a ſtronger 
Evidence that I am made pure in Heart. O Gon, 
' ſhew me what by Grace I am. Shew me if there 
be Pride, Anger, or Unbelief in my Heart. Jz-. 
zus, Son of the living Gop, ſend down the Hety- 
G from the Father, to bear me Witneſs, _ | 
i 1 N 


preſerve me to his heavenly 


+2 
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*. to ſhine upon thy own Work. Humble and prove, 
but ſtrengthen and comfort me too. I am Thine, 
| There is not one Doubt in my Heart, but Thou 
ſweet to me; ſo is the Magnificate, and the Nunc 
* Dimittiz, O What has Gov wrought for me 
g Juovs, Thou art my Strength and Righteouſneſs | 
I am ſafe in Thee, Thou art my Rock! Salvatio 
is unto me for Walls and Bulwarks 


- + Having preached on, obtained Promiſes, and ha. 
© ving met the Society, I retired. about Ten: it 


4. as à feftal Day to my Soul. I do feel from Ex- 


«  perience and! Scripture, that God has indeed 


changed my Heart, and deſtroyed | the Works of 


* the Devil. My Heart cried for Humility and 
Love; the whole Mind of Cunisr/ oil: 


„Tu Love ofiGov Rill encreaſed more abun- 
* dantly than ever; the Fire burned: vehemently 
« within me. I ſaw more clearly, that Gop hal 


confirmed me in His Favour; and that all was 
Quietneſs and Afſarance for ever. I am aſtoniſhed 


at the Gift of God, and am willing if it pleaſeth 
* Him to be hated of all Nations for His Name- 


* fake. I will fing of Mercy and Judgment. 


Tunis Day I was ſorely tempted. Lox p Jesvs, 
Thou knoweft what my Temptations are. I would 
rather dye than deny Thee by ſinning - againſt 
Thee. Thou ſeeſt my ſimple Heart. O guard 
and cover my Head. My Enemies àre many, ſu b- 


* tle, and powerful, and malicious; but Thou art 
greater than them all. O "Gov, Thou art my 
Friend, and ſtrong Helper, I will truſt, and 


6 not be afraid.” | 


I. ſenſibly felt the Lox p impreſſing his Image 
on my Soul. O perfect Love! Tis all in all in 


© Religion. I want it above every Thing, even this 
© Fulneſs of God in CRIST.' 


0 


wilt ſave me for ever. I ſing Praiſes ! Te Deum is 
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O ſhed it in my Heart abroad, 1 
Fulneſs of Love, of Heaven, of Gos! 


out of a River. All Things work together for 
my Good. May every one that is godly, praiſe 
Him for this, and truſt in His Name for ever! 


I took-to.my Bed, thro' Violence of Pain in 
© my Head, and other Symptoms of a Fever. I re- 
* ſigned myfelf to Gov, and was unmoved: I wept 
with Gratitude to my good Gop. My Fever ſoon 
* abated, and in the Night got Reſt. So graciouſly 
does He deal with me!“ | 


* AT the Lonp's Table, I had not only a clear 
* Witneſs that all was forgiven me; but likewiſe 
* ſtrong Aſſurance, 'that Gop had purified my 
Heart by Faith. My Soul was deeply affected 
* with His Love. The bleſſed JIxSs us is preſent 
with, and precious to me. O let my Sout adore 
* the Loxp, and tell of His Works with Gladneſs. 
Let this be written for the Generations to come. 


os my, was 6 „ 
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© I love, rejoice' and give Thanks, I ean truly 
''fay, that Thou O Lord art my Gop ſor ever and 
ever! . 6 e e ? 


I cannot be truly content, but when I feel my 
Heart penetrated with Thy Goodneſs. J would 
be always praiſing Thee, and telling of Thy 
Love O Iss. Thou makeſt my Cup to run 
over.“ | | e 

* I wept with a Senſe of the Goodneſs of God to 
+ me,” and found all my Dependance on CURISr. 
* CaxisT: alone! He makes me to rejoice in His 
* Salvation. His Blood, and not my Holineſs, or 
+ Uſefulneſs is the only Cauſe of my We 
$295 432! Jeans „e "#1 


- Tur Loxp gives me to drink of His Love as 


— — — — 
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* and fina] Juſtification. O who can bear Praiſe, 
* and rejoice in Contempt? -Only he that is fully 
* crucified with CRIs T. This is my Aim, to bur 
and flame with Love to Gon. Nothing"leſs 
* than the full Enjoyment of Him, ſhall ever ſatisfy 
me. Thy Preſence makes my Heaven. O praiſe 
© the 1 of the Lox d, all ye that 
do His Pleaſure! Why am I not loſt in Aſtoniſh- 
ment and Love! O the Goodneſs: and Condeſcen- 
tion of the bleſſed Jz5vs.!. 


© I was this Day extremely ill in Body; there 

© was a burning all over my Fleſh. But God was 

the Reſt and Life of my Soul; wha, notwithſtand- 

ing my Sickneſs, enabled me to continue in Prayer 

and Reading His Word; yea, there was a 'barn- 

© ing of Loveta my Heart. O may I fink into this 
© boundleſs Sea, and loſe myſelf in G 


«* Txtars being juſt at hand, that Word was 
© remaykably applied to my Heart. 7 will be with 
* thee in Trouble, | 


Tuts Afternoon, taking a View of my whole 
Life, from my Infancy; the Manner of bringing 
me up, &c. I could not but admire and adore 
with weeping, the Goodneſs of Gon for his Deal- 
* ings with me. I was an ignorant poor Sinner ; 
© having no Knowledge of Gov, 'and little of 
this World. But the Lox p looked upon me, and 
ſaid unto me Live ! My Soul doth praiſe and mag- 
* nify his Name for ever! O for an enlarged Heart! 
* Jesvs, Thou art my Strength. 


I believe great Things are at Hand for me. 
* This was one of my beſt Days, Nothing will ſa- 
„ tisfy me till John 14. 23. is more fully than ever 
« fulfilled -in me: Ahn, n Father will love bim, and 
toe wilt come unto him, and male vur abude with bim. 
* Jesus ſaith I come quickly, Lon v. Jesvs come 
My Soul burns with Deſire, I pant for the liv- 

7 ing 
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ing Gop. O ſtrengthen me to do always the 
* Things that pleaſe Thee ! I believe Thou wilt 
fully and finally ſave me. | | 


O what a Myſtery is the Love of CnrisT ! HOW 
* ſweet a Banquet! How delicious a Wine! Lorp 
* Thou haſt raviſhed me with Thy Love ! Death is 
© now ſweet to me; and Eternity affords me a moſt 
| © bleſſed and glorious Hope. O what has Gon 
done for me! Holy Lorp accept of my heartieſt 
«* Praiſe, and the moſt perfect Love that I at preſent 
can give.” 


I feel the Life which never ſhall have an End.“ 


Bor my Body and Soul were affected, with the 
great Power of Gop reſting upon me this Day. 
* My whole Nature bowe fore the preſent 
Derr; and His high Praiſes were in my Mouth. 
He faid unto my Soul, Thou art made whole.” 
« I replied, Lox, I believe.” , 


© In the midſt of a Variety of critical Circumſtances, 
my Conſcience was kept pure. He that walketh up- 
© rightly, walketh ſurely, And What can harm you, if 
« ye be Followers of that which is God? 


Mr Soul longs for fuller Union with Goo ; for 
© more of the Root and Fruit of Holineſs, Faith, 
and Love, O let me lean on thy Breaſt, and kiſs 
Thy Feet. Keep me my Lok in thy Boſom. 


« HumiLiTY was my Delight this Day. I feel 
© within me that Power of Love which ſhall never 
fail. JEsus will be my full, my everlaſting Sa- 
* viour.? | LE 


* ALL Day my Cup ran over. I came to my Room 
* both wet and weary, and lay down happy. My 
* Spirit ſtill magnifies the Logo. I reſt in Hun. 
He giveth his beloved Reſt. 
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To rejoice evermore, is my Portion under the 
© Sun. My Heart diſſolves with the Goodneſs of 
' © Gop, Truly Thou art unto me 4 Place of broad 
_* Rivers, Ia. xxxiii. Bleſſed be the Father, Son, 
* and Holy Ghoſt ! A Stranger intermeddleth not 
with the Happineſs which I feel! The Half can- 
not be told. O, it is Heaven upon Earth! After 
* ſeveral Exerciſes of Faith, Love and Prayer, I lay 

* down in Peace. My Heart is full; and yet 


A Point my Good, a Drop my Store, 
Eager I aſk, and pant for more. 
So ſtrong the Principle divine! 


O how ſweet is it to retire from the World; 
yea, even from Converſe with the holieſt Chriſ- 
* tians, to wait upon Gop alone; and to get cloſer 
* Acquaintance with the bleſſed Es us. Happy 
the Man that can go to Gov at any Time, pray- 
ing to Him, with Faith and Fervency. My Gov, 
© all my Soul cries aloud for more of thy Light 
, and Love. Manifeſt Thyſelf more fully within 
me! | | 
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© Lord, I know not that there is any one living, 
* that has greater Cauſe to love, and ſerve Thee in 
* 'Fruth, than myſelf ; for Thy Ways of Love to- 
* wards me, have been, and ſtill are very wander- 
ful. O how many Sins haſt Thou forgiven me? 
How many Snares of the Devil haſt Thou broken, 
* and delivered me from? How many Pains and 
* Aflictions haſt Thou ſupported me under? How 
* many Fears and Sorrows haſt Thou, from Time 
to Time, . baniſhed from my Heart? Thou haſt 
given me alſo of thy Gifts; and, with Reverence 
I ſpeak it, Thou haſt given me Thy Grace. Thou 
© haſt ſent me to preach Thy Word, and given me 
, Favour in the Eyes of the People; neither have, 
I ſpent my Strength in vain. I believe Loxy 
© Thou haſt given me Thyſelf, and that Thou wilt 


» 1 
give 
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© give me in, and with Thee, both Grace and 
9 


« Come Lox p, Thy Spirit bids Thee come, 
Give me Thyſelf, and take me home, 
Be now the glorious Earneſt given, 
The Counſel of Thy Grace fulfil, 
Thy Kingdom come, thy perfect Will 
Be done in Earth, as 'tis in Heaven.“ 


I retired to faſt; and poured out my Heart for 
my own Soul, for the Church of Gow, and for 
Mankind in general ; that Gop would reform the 
whole World. Days of Faſting become ſweet: to 
me. I find more and more Delight in them. But 
by Grace I am ſaved. Jzsvus is my Righteouſ- 
neſs. Thro' Faith in his Blood, I offer myſelf, 
and all Ido to Him, The Favour of Gop Job- 
tained by His Death; the Image of Gov is 
ſtamped upon my Heart by His Spirit ; and thro? 
His Interceſſion, I obtain everlaſting Life. And 


yet will He reward every Man according to his 
Works.“ 
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* I was this Day ſenſibly convinced of the Dan- 
ger of following Impulſes of any Kind, unleſs 
* ſupported by the expreſs Authority of Scripture, 
Nature and Satar, ſuggeſt a Variety of Things, 
* which having a Shew of Truth and Goodneſs, often 
* lead Perſons into Extravagance and Error. It ſeems 
* however a ſure Rule, that whatſoever promotes 
* or encreaſes Purity and Meekneſs, Love to- 
* wards God, and our Neighbour, muſt be from 
© Heaven. And whatſoever does not tend to this, 
* ought to be rejected. But O what Need is there 
* here, of ſpiritual Deſcern ment, to diſtinguiſh be- 
* tween the real Graces of the Hs/y Gbeſt, and the 
* counterfeit Appearances of the Devil, and Self- 
Love! Go of Truth, and of Love, lead and 
* eſtabliſh my Soul in the Paths of Juſtice, Mercy, 
* and Truth, and Humility. Make me of a _ 
4d Ne 
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* Underſtanding in thy Fear; nor leave me a Mo- 
* ment to my own Wiſdom, or Strength. My Help 

cometh from the Loxp, who made Heaven and 
Earth. Praiſe the Loxp O my Soal ! 


I adore Thee, O my Gov, that Thou haſt made 
it lawful for me to pray to Thee. Oh, How great 
is Thy Condeſcenſion to regard ſuch a poor Crea- 


ture as me! I will extol thy Goodneſs, O Loxy, 
my King.” 


* ALL Day long my Heart burned with the Love 
of Gov. My Defires were unutterable ; but He 
who knows the Mind of the Spirit, will grant me 
all my Petitions,” | 


«a « «a 


© I had cloſe Trials; but the Conſolations of 
Gop were ſo many, and ſo ſtrong, that I was 
borne above them. My Body and Soul were ex- 
ccedingly ſtrengthened by the Divine Grace. The 
* Baptiſm of Fire I experience more than ever, Bu 
* ſtill I am a poor Creature. | 


IE 


O how ſoon will this Dream of Life be ended! 
© Loxv, I long to ſee Thee as Thou art. Give me 
Patience gracious Lok. 
© For about two Hours in my Room, I found 
* ſuch Communion with Gop, as my Pen cannot 
* write : No, it is beyond the Power of Words to 
* deſcribe the Happineſs which I felt. Alas! that 
Men ſhould be ſo ungrateful to Gop, and ſuch 
Enemies to their owft Soul, as not to ſeek, Happi- 
* neſs in Jesus, O the Delight of a Soul fully 
united to Gop ! ? . | 
„Ar His Table, the Lox» met me this Day, in 
© a wonderful Manner. My whole Frame was ſo 
© affefted and overpowered, that I was ready te 
* reſign my Soul into His Hands. as 
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I was ſtill more deeply ſenſible of God's Pro- 
t ſence. My Deſire was ſo ſtrong, that it even 
* pained my Breaſt exceedingly. Indeed I cannot 
tell what I then felt. It was the Work of Gop ; 
bat He knows in what Manner, and Degree. 
* The Fire ſpread ; the Light ſhined ; and the 
Power wrought: in ſhort, GOD within me /ived ! 
Sing a new Song, O my Soul; ſing with a 
* mighty Voice, Proclaim to Angels and Men, the 


* Goodneſs of the Lox Dp. Jxsus help me to praiſe 
Thee yet mote and more !? 


© I met with ſeveral Trials to-day, but it was 
* given me to bear them chearfully, and to praiſe 
* the LorD, who has given me Integrity of Heart, 
* and Simplicity of Intention, in all my Ways. 
Los p I love Thee, I will praiſe Thy Name yet 
more, even for ever and ever! 


* O Hcw plain is it, that Gop reveals to 
* Babes, thoſe gracious Things which are hid from 
the Wiſe and Prudent; ſo doth He magnify His 
* Mercy, and ſtain the Pride of human Glory, In 
my Cloſet I wept much, that I may be more 
filled with Goo than ever.“ 


I thirſted and prayed this Day to be with Hm. 
My whole Soul was in a Flame for Gov. O for 
* more Faith, to ſee Him continually ! 


Log p, I am ſorely tempted, but Thou com- 
* forteſt me. I am happy in Thy Love. Still open 
c * Kingdom more fully and powerfully within 
© fd 


: I all Things I come ſhort ; but I have the 
« Teſtimony of a good Conſcience,? | 


© T ſtand as in the Preſence of Gov. ' The Aive 
* of Gov 1 feel reſts upon my Soul; O how dread- 
. | U- 3 „ 


234 The Life and Death of 


ful, and yet how joyful is this Place ! Loxy 
* Jesv, Thou art Inmanuel, Go with me ! 


* I mourned for the Sins of the People, and 
found a Willingneſs even to lay down my Life, 
if that would fave them from Hell. Many wept, 
and trembled. O the Depths of Love in Gop 1 


© I felt this Day an ardent Deſire to ſuffer for His 
Name- ſake, tho' I am conſcious of my own Weak- 
* neſs.? 


BEIN much diſturbed by Dreams, I roſe early, 
and called npon Gop. I continued Reading, 
* Praying, and Weeping, till Seven in the Evening. 
J was mollified, and deeply humbled. My Soul 
£ adored. Immanuel, and deſired to die, rather than 
« offend Him. O Holy Ghoſt, abide with, and 
in me for ever! Aſhort Sentence which occurred 
this Day in reading, and which 1 made the Sub- 
ject of Diſcourſe, deeply affected me; namely, 
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O God, Thou art my God. Bleſſed be Thy 
© Majeſty, and exalted be Thy Name. Let the 
Earth and Heavens praiſe and proclaim Thy 
« Greatneſs and Glory, Jesvs, I love and adore 
Thee! My Soul's Delight is in Thee! 


© I was told of ſome who talked Evil of me. I 
A o_ for myſelf, and for them, and truly the 
Love of God was as a mighty Fire in my Soul, 
O what a Heaven is this! 
* ALTHo? Love and Joy lived and flowed in me, 
yet I wept and made Supplication, being ſtrongly 
tempted by the Devil, Ah Lox b. Thou knowelt 
my State and Trials. My Defire is before Thee, 
and en are not hid from Thee. Haſt 
not Thou made me pure, and ſealed me T 1 
. os 
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* for ever! Shine on thy Work, and bear thy Wit. 
© neſs with my Heart. Suffer not thy Servant to be 
of a doubtful Mind.” 


had a moſt comfortable Morning: Gov did 
indeed bleſs, comfort, and eſtabliſh my Soul. 
And I continued in this Fervour of Love all Day.” 


© I ſee, that I ought to be much in Prayer for 

© the Holy Gheft, I plainly perceive that to be 
taught by Him for one Hour, is more profitable 
* to the Soul than many Days reading.” 


I was extremely ill with Pain in my Bowels : 
© however, I viſited and exhorted the People, and 
* Gop gave me entire Reſignation,” 


* I ſpent ſeveral Hours in private, begging 
© of God to enable me to fulfil the Law of Love. 1 
© feel ſo as I cannot write, the Extent of Chriſtian 
* Obedience, How deep, how wide! 


O what a Day of Trial and Conſolation was 
© this! ? 


© Deliver me O Lord from the Strife of Tongues, 
© and from the Ungodly, who are a Sword of Thine. 
* I found in Retirement this Day ſore Struggles, 
© and deep Conſolation.” 


O how great is the Profit of ſimple Prayer, and 
diligent Reading of the Holy Scriptures ? 'They 
are I find, of ſingular Service to me. My Soul is 
calmed, ſweetened, melted, envigorated, and 
ſenfibly ſtrengthened in the Exerciſe of theſe 
holy Duties. I weep and pray, and give Thanks : 
yet ſtill, I want deeper Repentance, and much 
more Humilily. I would be penetrated with the 
« Senſe of my own Helpleſſneſs; and I] do not find 
Power equal to my Will. I live however by 2 — 
4% : all 
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and find Gop unſpeakably, and continually pre- 
* ſent.? | | 
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* My Soul was ſolidly happy, and longing for 


Humility this Day. I defire to be ſimple, and 
filled more abundantly with Love to God and 


my Neighbour. . 


I never felt ſuch Gratitude to Gov, as I did 
this Day, for bringing me from the Idolatry of 
the Romi/b Church. My Heart was grieved in 
reading ſome of their horrid Doctrines * about 
Saints, and Images, O Gov, Thou haſt done this 
for me; and Thou haſt done many thouſand 


Things beſide for me ; and now I beſeech Thee 


do this for me, Give me an humble, thankful 
and penitent Heart. 


© Tn1s was a feaſt, and a faſt Day to my Soul, 


All the Ordinances of Gop are exceeding precious 


and profitable to me. 


I was all Day deeply engaged with God; wept 
much, and prayed earneſtly, yet J had not much 
Joy. 1 had a full and firm Confidence that He 
would fulfill His Word of Promiſe to my Soul. 
My Weakneſs can do nothing without 'Thy Power, 
I lay hold on Thy Strength, and offer myſelf to 
Thy holy Will. O Let me glorify Thee, as well 


by ſuffering as by doing. 


* Taxis Morning I met with a Woman where I 
breakfaſted, who was exceeding happy in Gop. 


A few Weeks ago I met her in the ſame Place, 


"© but the was then utterly dead and careleſs. I 


* ſpoke plainly to her, and at parting, after Prayer, 


* ſaid 


He was about this Time, employed partly in reading Biſhop 
Uperi famous Diſputation with the Jeſuit in Ireland, And of 
this Book he ſays, I cannot think that a Papiſt who has Learn- 


© ing and the Fear of Gop, can, after reading it, remain in the 
Errors of Perz. | 
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* ſaid, © I pray Gop you may never reſt till you 
reſt in CHRIST, The Words were applied to 
her Heart, and her Burden encreaſed every Day, 
« ſo that ſhe was brought almoſt to black Deſpair, 
« when God revealed his Love in her Heart. She 
could now ſcarce tell it thro' weeping. O what 
ga God is the Gop of the Chriſtians ! 


* In prayer my Soul was happier than ever in the 
Thought, I ſhall live with Gop forever.“ 


* Dvi.ness and wandering would creep upon me, 
but Prayer ſcatters every Obſtacle, 


Fan. 1758, Sund. 1. We met at Four, and 
after Prayer I preached on P/a/, xc. 12. We had 
the good Mr. -— at the Chapel, whoſe Humility 
* and Fervour, more than compenſated for the Irre- 
* gularity of his Sermon. I have had much more 
* Happineſs on other Days, than on this Sabbath, 
* tho* not more Sincerity and Reſignation. I feel my 
* Weakneſs and confeſs my Ignorance, and implore 
* the Wiſdom and power of Goo. 

After being ſome Hours in my Room, the Fire 
from Heaven went through me, and I could praiſe 
the Lorp continually, for his Goodneſs to 
me. I find ſuch an Impreſſion of His Power and 
Love, as cannot be expreſſed in Words. _,_ uf 


* Ty1s whole Sabbath was both a De/ight and ho- 
* murable to me. Such Revelations of Gop's Good- 
* neſs ; ſuch Manifeſtations of his-Spirit, and ſuch 
* Operations of his Love, I never felt. My very 
* outward Man was affected and refreſhed. It can- 
not be declared what I then felt. Oh there is 
much in theſe Words, I hall be baptiſed with the 
* Holy Ghoſt and with Fire, Whatſoever I did the 
* Lox made it to proſper. O holy Father, let all 
© the Hoſts of Heaven praiſe and adore Thy 
Name | 
As 
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Power of Goo, I went through the Duties of the 


. 


© ſo as I never could before. 


As I read my Greek Teſtament this Morning, 
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© may obtain Mercy of the Lory, to be found 


4 
6 


© Earth. All my Hope of Heaven ſtands in Thee! 


6 


with him) but I have had many Bleſſings from 
Thee, and mine Heart has been in thy Work. I 


As I walked through the Street, He enflamed 
my Heart with Deſire to live to Him more than 
ever I had done. | 


Go is Love. This is the Foundation of a! 
my Hopes. I feel much Shame, becauſe of my 
Infirmities; but I have alſo ſweet Conſola. 
tions, | 


* My Joy has not been to Day, as much as the 
laft Loxp's Day; but my Faith is more con- 
firmed. 


© I was ſeized with a violent Pain in my Stomach 
and was exceeding ill; however by the Mercy and 


Day with Delight, and could thank God for pain, 


My Soul magnified the Lox p for the Deſcription, 
and Progreſs of His Work, contained in the Acts of 
the Apoſtles. And while I am now writing, my 
Soul is ſo chearcd with the Fire of Love, as I can- 
not deſcribe, unleſs to ſuch as experience the ſame. 


« Log, I have not publickly preached for Thee 
this Day, (which was indeed an unuſual Thing 


beſeech Thee bleſs the Labours of thy more faith- 
ful Servants, whom I have heard. | 


© I have great Cauſe to 9 Goo, that I am 
free from worldly Care. Surely J was appointed 
to this Work in which I am engaged. O that I 


faithful! O Jesvs, plead Thou my Cauſe in the 
Heavens, .and fill me with thy Grace here upon 


O ſhew me, if there be ought in me which Thou 
abhorreſt ? And let me hear Thee ſay, ©* Thou 
art all fair my Love, there is no Spot in Thee.” 


| 
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O that J could love and obey, as ſaſt as I learn. 
© Truth appears to me every Day with new Luftre ; 
New Springs are opened, and ie belt Wine kept 
« until laſt. 


„On lighten'd minds, that balk in virtue's beams, 
Nothing hang; tet ous, nothing old revoives 

In that, for v/hich they long; for which they live. 
Their glorious efforts, wing'd with heav'uly hope, 
lach riſing morning ſees ſtill higher riſe ; | 

bach bounteous dawn its novelty preſents 

To worth maturing, new ſtrength, luſtre, fame 
While nature's circle, like a chariot-wheel 

Relling beneath their elevated aims, 

Makes their fair proſpe fairer ev'ry hour; 
dvancing virtue, in a line of %]!“ 


When bleſſed Gop, ſhall I worthily magnify 
Thee! 


Feb. 18. This was a Day of cloſe Trial. But 
my Gop doubly comforted me. 


Sunday 19. After aſking Help from Gov, I preach- 
ed my Farewel Sermon (Farewel indeed : It was 
the laſt he preached in Londen, and the laſt Day 
0: his being there) at the Foundery, from A xx. 
32. And nw, brethren I commend you to God, and to the 
Herd of bis Grace, which is able to build 'you up, and to 
zide you an Inheritance among all them which are 
mXified, And in the Evening, I bid them farewel 
at the Chapel in We/l-freet, from Col. ii. 6. 45 ye 
*ave therefore received Chrift Fejus the Lord, ſo wal 
it in him, In all the Duties of the Day, public 
and private, Gop was exceedingly gracious to me. 
| believe I never felt ſuch Strength of Love. I 
vas in Truth /ic# of Love, I could not ſufficiently 
Praiſe Him. All Words come far ſhort of what I 
felt. Loxp, Thou haſt given me much Favour 
n the Eyes of this People. They ſhew it by 
Words and Deeds; yea Prayers and Tears! 
deward them a Thouſand Fo'd. Bring me ſafe 


to 
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« Brifi«l, that there I may ſhew forth the Praiſes of 
of the I,oxD, and declare thy Righteouſneſs, and 
thy Salvation. Amen Lokp- Jesvs. 


Monday 20. After Prayer with our Family I ſet 
out in the Machine, I read my Hebrew P/alter, 
and the CYri/:an-Pattern, I found great Tran- 
quility, of Mind, and my Spirit was refreſhed 
with the Goodneſs of Gop. I converſed with 
Three Gentlemen, my Companions in the Coach, 
on Divine Subjects. I prayed earneſtly to Goo 
before I ſet out, that my Fellow Travellers might 
not ſwear or curſe, and the Lox p heard me; for ſo 
© it was; they rather approved of Scripture ſub- 
« jets and Studies. O the Joy of a good Conſci- 
* ence ! and the Reſt which the Soul finds in the 
© Love of Gop. The Lord ſupplies the abſence 
of Friends, and all Things that are dear to us, 
His Preſence makes our Paradiſe. It is not whe 
but at we are, which is the great Matter. 


* Thurjd. 23. At Briſtol, J met Mr. W. T. 
under whoſe Preaching (as has been related) Gor 
gave me the clear Witneſs of his forgiving Love 
© Our Meeting was for the better. A Iron ſharps 
© eth Iron, ſo doth the Conntenance of a Man his Friend 
We remembered the Years of the right Hand o 
the moſt High; and how the Lok p filled ou 
* Mouths with Laughter, when he brought back 
our Captivity. Lord, bleſs this Man, and make 
© him Faithful in all Things ! And now that I a 
* come to this City, to preach the Goſpel of the 
Kingdom, and ſpend my Life and _— 
© Thy Service; Aſſiſt me, O Lord, and make th 
© Goodneſs known to me. Give me Wiſdom an 
Strength, O help me Lorp Jtsus, to glorif 
Thy Name. Amen. 


TT 


© Taz Lond is my Life and my Salvation. I 
is the Strength of my Heart and my Portio 
for ever. 
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© I read through to Day, the Epiſtle of St. 
James. And I do not wonder that the Proud, 
s the Senſual, and the Lovers of the World, yea 
© all the Ungodly of the Earth, ſhould find Fault 
# with it. In Prayer with the Family, the Spirit 
* was poured out from on high upon us, and great 
© Grace reſted upon us all. | . 


* After Prayer this Morning, I began and read 
* through, in Greek and Lati: the zd. Epiſtle to 
* Timathy, and found much Inſtruction, and Reproof 
for my Soul. O what a Man ought a Minifter to 
© be! How holy, and how wiſe ! what Courage, 
« Zeal, Patience and Temperance, are neceſſary 
« for him in an eſpecial Manner, in order to give 


Account of himſelf, and others to Gov with 


* Joy. 


O Gov my Life, make me fully a Partaker of 
© my Hope. | 


© Preaching on 1 Jobs iv. 18. My Mind was 
more clearly enlightened than ever, to ſee that 
« perfe Love is Chriſtian Perfection. By ſimple, but 
powerful Faith, I deſire to attain it; and to live 
« _ grow in this Love, till my Spirit returns. te 
© God... 


Wirn ſuch Defires, and in ſuch Meditations 
as theſe, did he ſpend his Days and Nights, longing 
and ſighing for the Sight of Gop continually ; an 
in his Prayers, the Violence of his Affections, did 
not a little encreaſe the Weakneſs of his Body. 
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r 
ä Of his laſt Siecknſs, and Death. 


-L.F IS State of Body in general (as has been 
| related) was that of a lingering Death, 
which however, being interſperſed with Intervals of 
comparative Health and Strength, admitted of his 
. ill, going on, exerciſing himſelf in the Work of 
his Calling, But by his laſt Sickneſs is meant, that 
Degree of Diſeaſe, which admitted of no ſuck In- 
terval ; and at laſt took him off entirely, from all 
mental or bodily Labour, and ended in his Re- 
moval hence. of \ ar) 


Tuts his laſt Illneſs may be dated from Feb. 24. 

. 2758-2 few Days after his arrival at. Briſtol, from 
London, in his Way to Ireland, After preaching 
twice ag uſual, and ſtudying hard all Day, he was 
_ ſeized with: violent Pains in his Head, and in all 
; = Bones. He however roſe the next Morning at 
his uſual Time, and preached ; retiring afterwards 
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to his daily Exerciſes; but ſtill feeling the Preſſure 
of the Diſorder, My Body, ſays 2 trembled 
N Weakneſs, but my Soul was happy in 
op. ra 


He avoided yielding to his Pains, and proceeded 
in his Lorv's Work as uſual, for ſeveral Days; 
till at length he was conſtrained to take his Bed. 
Here he was confined for ſeveral Days ; and tak- 
ing exact Notice, (as his Diſorder admitted) of the 
State of his Heart, according to his conſtant Cul- p 
tom, and growing ſomething better, he wrote from 

the Fulneſs of his Heart his State and Sentiments, : { 
during that Time, as follows, Tg | 


Fal. 
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© Sat. March 4. (The Day he took his Bed). 
© Good is Thy Will O Load. Thy Counſels of. 
Old are Faithfulneſs and Truth. Thou reipneſt 
in Righteouſneſs; tho* no man can know Love 
or Hatred, by all that is before him, Ec. ix. 
Thou giveſt Account of Thy Ways to none: but 
aſſureſt the Righteous, that i: Ha be well with 
him; and that Thy Corrections are with this De- 
* ſign, that we might partake of Thy Holineſs, I 
am in Thy Hands, O my God: work Thy per- 
fect Will in me, and ſuſtain me in this Trial, I. 
call upon Thee in the Day of Trouble; and be- 
© lieve Thou wilt deliver me, and that I ſhall glo- 
© rify Thee, and praiſe Thee yet more and more. 
Thus (as he concludes) I went to Bed very ill, 
and happy. 


Sund. 5, My IIIneſs continued and encreaſed. 
© I had not much Conſolation, but was graciouſly 
* preſerved from Buffetings. Mord. 6. Conti- 
* nued in Soul as Yeſterday, only with more Exa- 
© mination. Twe/, 7. I had ſcarcely any Alteration 
in Body or Soul. I cried to Gov, and He heard 
© me; but the ſweet and uſual Returns of Prayer 
© were not. Weane/. 8. Gop gaye me to weep 
much for the Sins of my whole Life. Thur. g. 
© My Pains and Pleaſures, Corporal and Spiritual, 
were as the Day before. Frid. 10. I had more 
* Conſolation of Soul, Sat. 11. The Spirit of 
Prayer was plentifully imparted to me: I could 


© plead the Mercies, and Promiſes, and Merits of , 


* Gop my Saviour, and His Love and Joy were 
* more plentifully poured into my Soul. Sund, 
© 12. I had gracious Intimations of the Good Will 
+ of God towards me in this Sickneſs, 


Mond. 13. I was able to read and pray, and 
© adviſe Friends to love Gov, and ſeek Him in 
good Earneſt, while they had Strength. 7% 


© 14, IT was better ſtill, and prayed for MY 


— 


254 The Life and Death of 
of holy Loye in the Children of Gov, and for th 
* Propagation of the Faith in all Nations.” . 


 Bes1Des this brief, and daily minuting down the 
State of his Soul, he on a general Review (as was 
his conſtant Manner on theſe Occaſions) of the 
whole, has, among ſeveral other Particalars, the fol- 
lowing Obſervations ; which I mention the rather, 
fince, beſide other Uſe which may be gathered there- 
from, it is, conſiſtent with the Deſign of the Work, 
the beſt Means of conceiving of the Man as he 7640 
was. 


I had a conſtant Witneſs from the Holy Ghoſt, 

that I was a Child of Goo. However, the Sins 
* of my whole Life were really brought to my Re- 
+ membrance ; particularly thoſe of my Heart; the 
* 'manifald Backſlidings known only to Gop. For 
* altho” Gop preſerved me from falling even once, 
into thoſe Sins, in which I lived in the Days of 
my Ignorance ; nevertheleſs I ſaw my Pride, De- 
* fire, Self-will, Self-indulgence, Levity, and Miſ- 
- « ſpending Time.“ I may add to theſe, my Want 
* of Love to Gop, Charity to my Neighbour, and 
more ſexious Concern for my own Soul. I faw 
4 how wonderfully the Loxp had dealt with me, 
* raifing me from the Duſt, and my me ſo many 
and invaluable Bleſſings ; ſo that I ought, more 
than all Men, to ſerve and Love Him. 


1 


80 ſevere a Judge was he of himfelf, while in the Judgement of 
all who knew his Manger of Life, he was exemplarily remarkable 
for the direct contrary of what he here charges himſeif with. 
But the higheſt Flames (to uſe the Words of the great, and 
pious B ſhop Taylor) are the moſt tremu ous; and fo the moſt holy 
ond eminent Religious Perſons, are more full of Awfulneſs, au 
Fear, and Modeſty, and Humility, And it is a ſure Rule, that 
whatſover Heights-of Piety, Union or Familiarity, any Man pre» 
tends to, it is of the Devil, unleſi the greater alſo be the Humi - 
bty ef the Mas.“ 
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© I was moreover deeply convineed how poſſible, 
s yea eaſy it is, for a Perſon aſter having received 
great Light, Love, Power and Joy, to fall not- 
C — into a certain Dulneſs of Soul; and 
that holy Deſires, vehement Thirſtings after Gor, 
and the Spirit of Prayer, may be leſſened, and 
* loft. Truly we can keep nothing unleſs the 
Holy Ghoſt help our Infirmities continually. - | 


Bur the grand Leſſon of all which in this little 
Interval I learned was, the abſolute Neceſſity of 
being free from Perſons, Things, and Places. 
* ſaw what a Tendency the Soul has to reſt in 
© ſomething beſide Gop ; I faw that even when we 
© give up our beloved Sins; and all temporal Thing 
* we are nevertheleſs. apt to reſt in the Gifts an 
* Graces of Gop ; making them as it were our Sa- 
© viour, and Comforter inſtead of Carzsr;, Ara. 
bam's dwelling in Tents, (Heb. 12.) was explained 
22 in a Manner which I never before con- 
ceived,” | 8 
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© I ſaw farther, How deeply the Love of Life and 
Learning, had been . in my Heart: and that 
God ſaw it neceſſary to correct me often, to ſhew 
me the Vanity of both. fn os 4 
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© I believe He is reſolved to ſave my Soul to the 
* uttermoſt ; and He uſes various Ways to accompliſh 
this End, I believe this Sickneſs will be of great 
Service to my Soul, and perhaps of more Uſe to 
the Children of Gop, than my Labours could be. 
My Deſire is only to live wholly. to Him, and to 
get more of the Love, and Life of CRRIST. 
a Lin D, look upon me, a weak and unconſtant 
Man, and firengthen, and eſtabliſh my Heart with 
p Thy Love. | | FT 1 uo 
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* In exhorting the Believers, I found much of 
divine Conſolation, O how ſweet were theſe two 
Hours ; and how ſhort ! Love is a wonderful 
Thing. 5 
X 3 Stade, 
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Ds. Sund. 26, I was in a high Fever, yet when I 
* pot with the Family, I forgot my Pain, while we 


| © converſed of the Love of Gon. It being Eaſter. + 


* Day, I examined what I had gained fince laſt 
* Eajter ? And I truſt, Gov has given me more Hu- 
* mility, Patience, and Likeneſs to Himſelf.” 


He was detained at Brio, thro' his IIIneſs, 
longer. than he had intended; and was but ſlightly 
recovered, when he was told of a Ship, juſt ready 
to ſail for Cort: Being reſolved on the | 65 ach and 
willing to embrace the very firſt Opportunity, weak 
as he was, he embarked at Pi// on the 13th of 
April. The Paſſage was extremely dangerous; in- 
ſomuch, that the Mariners themſelves, looked for 
nothing leſs than Periſhing, ſo boiſterous were the 
Winds and the Seas. But ſee the Bleſſedneſs of be- 
— Chriftians indeed; true — in CnRIST ! 
0 expected ey oment to to the 
Ab 0 the great — 4 ee 4 ſays he, 
gave me more Faith, and Patience, and Joy than 
* ever I felt before. I could not ſee Death terrible to 
© me. I prayed, and praiſed Gov inceſſantly ; 
© for Sleep I could not an Hour, while on board; 
* and neither could I eat. But CarisT was with 
me in all, and - erp me. I pleaded with the 
* Lord in Behalf of the Paſſengers, beſeeching 
«Him that He would not take them away in their 
Sins. They cried out vehemently, <+* We are not 
© fit to die!“ On their Account, I did not deſire 
to fleep ; I eried aloud to Gov in Prayer, in the 
Cabbin; and they gladly attended ben. On Sa- 
e turday the Wind abated, and the next Day we 
landed ſafe in Cort,” | 
11 n ; 
On my hearing of his arrival (being then in the 
County, and it being many Months fince we parted 
at London,) I haſtened to ſee him; and can never 
forget the Idea, which the firſt fight of him gave me, 
fa Man in deep Fe/lorafbip mith Gop : on my open- 
ag his Room Door, and juſt appearing, ho got up 
, , I 
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from his Chair, being in deep Contemplation, and 
with a Spirit and Countenance, compoſed and ſolemn 
as the Grave, he ſaid with a low Voice, God bleſs 
you.“ We embraced each other with Tears; after 
which kneeling down, he prayed, as to a preſent 
Gop indeed ! with ſuch melting and moving Ex- 
preſſions, and with ſuch reverential Confidence, as 
ſurpaſſed all that I had known and admired in him 
before ; and plainly diſcovered his having entered 
fince we parted, much further into the ho/ieft, by the 
Blood of IEsus. | h 


| Dvnrinc the Time he ſtayed here, I was a daily 
Witneſs of his Manner of Life ; and ſaw with muc 
Concern, his ſwift approaching End. He had moſt 
of the Symtoms of a Conſumption, in its laſt Stage; 
which encreaſed upon him every Day. The Fi- 
ver Cords of Life began to n, and the golden 
Biel; the whole of this wonderful, and curiouſly 
wrought Machine, to 4e broten. He had an intermit- 
ting Fever, which returned RE _ Day 
about Eleven o'Clock ; an habitual Cough, and 
moſt profuſe Night-ſweats ; all which had now ſo 
emaciated and weakened him, that the Marks of 
Death already appeared upon him. And yet not 
withſtanding this, he {till fo deſired to diſcourſe of the 
Things of Eternity, that, while he was at all able 
to ſtand, or ſpeak, he could not be diſſũaded from 
preaching : And altho' he brought into the Pulpit the 
very Image of Death upon his Face, ſo that it could 
hardly be expected he ſhould ſpeak Ten Minutes; 
he has nevertheleſs preached a full Hour, to the 
Aſtoniſhment of all who heard him. One would 
have thought he muſt have dropt down dead imme- 
diately after. 
His Internal State, ſtill the Object of his cloſe 
Attention, during his Continuance at Cort, where 
there is Reaſon to believe he began firſt, to think, 
this Sickneſs would be unto Death, he ſummarily 
expreſies thus, OO | Ds 
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Sat. April 29, My Soul truly waiteth upon 
© Gop. My Body feels Pain and Weakneſs; but 

6 my Soul enjoys the — Fire of the Holy Gbe ! 

Oh, may I die the Death of the righteous; and 
let my laſt End be like his! I wait for thy 
Salvation, O Loa p Weak I am, but cannot be 
moved while JIEsus is my Strength. O that every 
© Pain may but encreaſe my Love to Gov ! I am 
* ſupported by the Fire within, and by believing 
that Jesvs is at the right Hand of Gop.” 


Tu Time being come which he had appointed 
for leaving Cori, and going on to Limerick; be- 
ing attended by his own Brother; another Friend 
and I, 2 vn him a Dozen Miles on the Way. 
At the Inn where we ſtopped, he diſcourſed to us 
at Dinner, of the Things partaining to the Life of 
a Chriſtian, reſpecting particular Inſtances of Con- 
duct; but his Weakneſs prevented him ſaying as 
much as we could have deſired. I ſhall never for- 
get our part ng ! The other Perſons being gone 

own Stairs, after he had ſaid ſome particular 
Things to me, we kneeled down, and prayed to- 
gether, for the laſt Time ! We then took our fi- 


nal Farewell of each other in this World! He 


went on his Way, and I went mine ; each of us 
expecting to meet no more, till we met in hap- 
pier Climes, and in a better World! 


I do not find, that from this Time, he kept any 
further Account in writing, of the daily State of his 
Soul ; owing, I am inclined to think, to the Vio- 
lence of his Diſorder, which encreaſed now, al- 
moſt every Hour ; and which weakened and im- 
pared the Faculties of his Mind, as well as the 
Strength of his Body. Hence, beholding things 


thro? ſa defective a Medium, he became. in reality, 


an unfit Judge of his own State. The Influence 
which this Kind of Diſorder in particular, fre- 
ently has upon the Powers of the Mind, is well 
Torn, even to the repreſenting Things which 
. e 


+ 


% * 
33 


my, ws — K — og be 


— 


2 


2 {4d im ce 0 e r 


mh, , 17 wy 2 0 2 


— 


— 


Mr. Thomas WALSH. 259 


6oncern one's ſelf, and others, often directly con- 
trary to what they really are. 


He had the Judgment and Advice of the beſt 
Phyſicians, wherever he came; who on the ſlighteſt 
Intimation, offered their Aſſiſtance with all Chear 
fulneſs, neither expecting nor deſiring any other 
Gratuity than, (as one of them once — the 
Prayers of Mr. ab.“ They generally agreed, that 
his Diſorder was brought on thro? exceſſive Labour 
frequent, and loud Preaching, intenſe Application 
to Study, Want of proper, and ſufficient Reſt ; 


and Fatigue in general. They likewiſe judged, that 


his Caſe was now paſt all Remedy. 


| Ir was however judged adviſable, that he ſhould 
be removed from Limerick, to the more free and 
open Air of the Country. He went thither ac- 
cordingly, where he had the tendereſt and moſt 
affectionate Attendance, with whatfoever was judg»- 
ed moſt proper to alleviate the Rigour of the Diſ- 
eaſe, and reſtore him, if Gop ſhould fo pleaſe, to 
Health. But it was now too late ! And his Friends 
perceiving, that neither Air nor Phyſic availed any 
thing, they according to his own Inclination and 
Defire, removed him to Dublin. His next Remove, 
—_ the City of the Great King, the Paradiſe of 
od ! 


ConcERNING the State of his Soul, for a few 
Months before his Death, as he wrote nothin 
on the Head during that Time, we can peak 
with leſs Certainty, than of what has been already 
related. And embarking for England ſoon after we 
parted, I neither ſaw nor heard, any thing par- 
ticularly concerning him, till a Letter brought the 
Tidings of his being no more in this World. But 
from the Accounts of Perſons of undoubted Ve- 
racity, who attended him during that Time, we 
learn, that his State was not indeed joyous, but 
grievous. He drank of His Loxv's Cup of Sor- 

rew, 


| 


260 The Life and Death of 


row, and was in Truth —_ Yaptized with His 


Baptiſm. He was immerged in Afffiction's Furnace. 
and plunged in the deepeſt Waters. 


« His Fleſh' chaſtized, with tort'ring Pain 
His Soul, and Sickneſs cleave his Bones; 
Keen Anguiſh dwelt in ev'ry Vein, 
And ſadly turn'd his Breath to Moans. 
Sorrow was all his Soul'; he ſcarce perceiv'd, 
But by the Pains he ſuffer'd, that-he liv'd !” 


He was tempted, and ſorely buffeted of the De- 
vil, The Nature of his Diſorder expoſed him to a 
Degree of Precipitancy, and Diſcompoſure, which 
he was more than ſuperior to, while in better 
Health. In ſhort, ſo did the Wiſdom of Gop per- 
mit, that thro' the Malice of Satan, the extreme 
Violence of the Diſorder of his Body, and the Con- 
currence of ſeveral other Circumſtances, this ſer- 
vant of Gop, was brought to the utmoſt Extremity 
of ſpiritual Diſtreſs and Anguiſh of Soul, conſiſtent 
wi m_ the Faith at all : inſomuch that it 
was but few Degrees removed from Deſpair of. his 
Salvation. | 


«© His agonizing Soul ſweat Blood! 
With Car1sT he fainted on the Tree, 
And cry'd in Death. My Gop,- my Gop, 
Ah! Why haſt Thou forſaken me?“ 


Hrs great Soul lay thus, as it were in Ruins, for 
ſome conſiderable Time; and poured out many a 
| heavy Groan, and ſpeechleſs Tear, from an oppreſ- 
ſed Heart, and dying Body. He ſadly bewailed 
the Abſence of Him, whoſe wonted Preſence had ſo 
often given him the Victory, over the manifold 
Contradictions and Troubles, which he endured for 
His Name-ſake. A Heart fo ſenſible of the Viſits 
of its Lox p, and fo reſtleſs at His ſmalleſt abſence, 
as his was throughout his Warfare, muſt needs be 
deeply afflicted when left, ſeemingly CINE 10 
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its own Poverty, and ſurrounded as it were with 


' Hoſts of infernal Fiends, ſeeking to devour him. 1 
The Intervals which he had of Ceſſation from the 


Extremity of the Conflict, and of comparatively 
quiet Confidence in Gov, are not perhaps ſo well 


known : but that he had ſuch, may well be ſup- 


oſed; for otherwiſe his Soul and 1 leſh muſt * 


have failed before Gov. 


Ir was however not till a ſnort Time before his 
complete and eternal Deliverance, that his Logp 
appeared to his Help; and: by making Himſelf 


| known, as Jesus, his well known Saviour, entirel 


_ eaſed the Anguiſh of his oppreſſed Soul! The 


Beams of his Brightneſs diſperled the Clouds; and 
the ſmiles of his Countenance more than compen- 

ſated for all his Night of Sorrow. He ſpoke and - 
ſaid unto him, The Winter is paſſed; ariſe my 


Love and come away ! What then, 


1 — tho' the ſickle, ſometimes keen, 
1 ſcars us, as we reap the golden grain, 
ore chan thy Balm, O Gilead! heals the wound. 


232 


The Manner of his Deliverance was as follows. 
A few Friends being at Prayer with him, on Sur- 
day Evening; as ſoon as they concluded, he defized 
to be left alone, in order, as he ſaid, to meditate 
a little.”, They withdrew ; and he remained 
deeply recollected for ſome Time: juſt then, Goo, 
dropping into his Soul, no Doubt, ſome lively Fore- 
tafte of the Joys to come, and ſpreadin the Day of 
Eternity thro' the * of his inward Man; he at 
length burſt out in Tranſport, and pronounced, 1 
a dying Voice indeed, but with the Joy, of Angels 
— He is cne!(x¶:J n He is con? nn My 
Beloved is mine, and I am His ! —— His for ever ! 
And uttering theſe Words, he ſweetly breathed out 
his Soul into the Arms of his Beloved ; on the 8th 
oy of April 1759, and in the 28th Year of his 

ge. 
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row, and was in Truth dee ly, Haptized with His 


Baptiſm. He was immerged in Afffiction's Furnace. 
and plunged in the deepeſt Waters. 


«His Fleſh' chaſtized, with tort'ring Pain 
His Soul, and Sickneſs cleave his Bones; 
Keen Anguiſh dwelt in ev'ry Vein, 
And ſadly turn'd his Breath to Moans. 
Sorrow was all his Soul; he ſcarce perceiv'd, 
But by the Pains he ſuffer'd, that he liv'd !” 


He was tempted, and ſorely buffeted of the De- 
vil, The Nature of his Diſorder expoſed him to a 
Degree of Precipitancy, and Diſcompoſure, which 
he was more than ſuperior to, while in better 
Health. In ſhort, ſo did the Wiſdom of Gop per- 
mit, that thro' the Malice of Satan, the extreme 


Violence of the Diſorder of his Body, and the Con- 


currence of ſeveral other Circumſtances, this ſer- 
vant of Gop, was brought to the utmoſt Extremity 
of ſpiritual Diſtreſs and Anguiſh of Soul, conſiſtent 
wi * the Faith at all: inſomuch that it 
was but few eee from Deſpair of. his 
Salvation. | 


His agonizing Soul ſweat Blood! 
With Cax1sT he fainted on the Tree, 
And cry'd in Death. My Gop,- my God, 
Ah! Why haſt Thou forſaken me?“ 


; Hrs great Soul lay thus, as it were in Ruins, for 
ſome conſiderable Time; and poured out many a 


| heavy Groan, and ſpeechleſs Tear, from an oppreſ- 


ſed Heart, and dying Body. He ſadly bewailed 
the Abſence of Him, whoſe wonted Preſence had fo 
often given him the Victory, over the manifold 
Contradictions and Troubles, which he endured for 
His Name-ſake. A Heart ſo ſenſible of the Viſits 
of its Lox p, and fo reſtleſs at His ſmalleſt abſence, 
as his was throughout his Warfare, muſt needs be 
deeply afflicted when left, ſeemingly rg, Fo 4 
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its own Poverty, and ſurrounded as it were with 4 
Hoſts of infernal Fiends, ſeeking to devour him. | 
The Intervals which he had of Ceſſation from the 
Extremity of the Conflict, and of comparatively 
quiet Confidence in Gop, are not perhaps ſo well 
known : but that he had ſuch, may well be ſup- 
oſed; for otherwiſe his Soul and Fleſh muſt needs 
1 failed before Gov. ; 1 


IT was however not till a ſhort Time before his 
complete and eternal Deliverance, that his Log.p 
appeared to his Help; and: by making Himſelf 
known, as Jesvs, his well known Saviour, entirely 
eaſed the Anguiſh of his oppreſſed Soul! The 
Beams of his Brightneſs diſperſed the Clouds ; and 
the ſmiles of his Countenance more than compen- 
ſated for all his Night of Sorrow. He ſpoke and - 
ſaid unto him, The Winter is paſſed; ariſe my 
Love and come away ! What then, 


— — tho” the ſickle, ſometimes keen, 
Juſt ſcars us, as we reap the golden grain, 
More than thy Balm, O Gilead! heals the wound, 


The Manner of his Deliverance was as follows. 
A few Friends being at Prayer with him, on Sun- 
day Evening; as ſoon as they concluded, he defized 
to be left alone, in order, as he ſaid, to meditate 
a little.”, They withdrew; and he remained 
deeply recollected for ſome Time: juſt then, Goo, 
dropping into his Soul, no Doubt, ſome lively Fore- 
taſte of the Joys to come, and ſpreading the Day of 
Eternity thro' the * of his inward Man; he at 
length burſt out in Tranſport, and pronounced, in 
a dying Voice indeed, but with the Joy of Angels ! 
— He is COME | nn He is comp ! ly 
Beloved is mine, and I am His ! —— His for ever ! 
And uttering theſe Words, he ſweetly breathed out 
his Soul into the Arms of his Beloved ; on the 8th 
Day of April 1759, and in the 28th Year of his 
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THE CONCLUSION, 


E cannot ſufficiently admire and adore, the 

unſearchable Counſels, and impenetrable Se- 
crets' of God our Saviour, with reſpect to the Ma- 
nagement of his Kingdom, and the Diſpoſal of his 


Servants. Two Things are natural to reflect, on 


conſidering the preceding Account in general. 


1. To ſee a Man delivered from the Blindneſs of 


Error and Superſtition. and brought into the Light 
and Enjoyment of Truth; the Knowledge of the 
true Go and of his ſpiritual Worſhip— to ſee him 
brought out from the Obſcurity of Retirement, and 
that by the remarkable Interpoſition of Divine Pro- 


vidence, in order to ſpread the Savour of the Know- 
ledge of Gop, among Mankind, in the moſt publick 


Manner to confider him as fingularly fitted for 
this, r by the Word of Truth, dwell- 
ric 


ly in him; by Purity, by Zeal for Gov's 


In 
Glo » by the Armour of Righteouſneſs, and by 
the Power of God, attending his Word — To ſee 


ſuch an one cut off from among Men, in the prime 


of Life, juſt fully furniſhed for promoting the King - 


dom of the Son of Gop, to which he was entireiy 


devoted, is a Thing which will be acknowledged to 


_— human Underſtanding ; too prone to think 
on ſuch an Occaſion, How is this?“ 


Wirgovr entering deeply into the Matter, one 
may, eaſily learn herefrom, at leaſt a Confirmation 
of that weighty Truth, that G O D is net worſhipped, 
or ſerved by Mens Hands, as tho” He needed any Perſon 
or Thing. He leaves no one any Room to ſay or 
think within themſelves, as tho* the Cauſe and 
Glory of God needed them, or at leaſt had /n 


Connexion with our ſtanding or being removeg. He 


is at no Time at a Loſs how to ferve hi 


own Glory, 
and 
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and the Neceſſities of his Creatures. Hereby more- 
over he would tin the Pride of human Glory; and 
teach as, what can never be too fully learned, to 
walk humbly with our God ; not to judge accord- 
ing to Appearences ; and to learn to conceive of 
Things and Perſons, not according to bare human 
Eſtimation, but according to the Will of Goo. O 
that we may learn from every Occurrence, to fly to 
Him, in all our Affections and Deſires ! Then when- 
ever our Change comes, we ſhall be welcomed by 
ſuperior Beings, and not much miſſed by Men, who 
delight in Novelties. 


WHaTEveR ſecret Reaſons might be the 
Cauſe of ſuch a Procedure, in the divine Diſ- 
poſals ; whether Ingratitude, or ſomething bor- 
dering upon Idolatry in the People, or whatever was 
the Cauſe, certain it is, that we need never fail to 
reap Inſtruction and Advantage, from ſuch awful 
orgy rg the Deceaſe of our deareſt Friends, 
ince 


“For «: they languiſh, and for us they die!“ 


2. Bur what may ſeem moſt ſtrange is, that a 
Perſon ſo eminent for Piety, fo laborious for Gop's 
Glory ; ſo exemplarily religious, in the whole of 
his Converſation ; ſo uſeful to others: In a Word, 
ſo entirely, and unreſervedly devoted to CHRIST, 
ſhould in the Time of his greateſt Neceſſity, be fo 
deſtitute of ſpiritual Comfort. And it muſt be ac- 
knowledged, in great Meaſure, to be a Part of 
thoſe Ways, of which Gov giveth Account to none. 
His Judgments are unſearchably, and His Ways poſt 
finding cut. His Way is in the Sea, and His Paths in 
the great Vaters; and His Footſteps are not anon, 
And who ſhall ſay to Gop, What doſt Thou? “ 
What I do Gor knoweſt not nor, is indeed 
applicable to the general Courſe of Gov's Provi- 
dences ; and to much of the Experience of Chriſti- 
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ans in particular ; and perhaps this is the beſt Foot- 
ing on which to reſt the preſent Caſe, namely the 
myſterious Councils of Gop, with reſpect to His 
Dealings with His Servants ; with him we are 
conſidering in particular. — 


Wo can account for that Providence which left 
the Life of ſo holy a Perſon as John the Baprij;, in 
ſuch infamous Hands! which permitted it to be {a- 
crificed to the Malice of an abandoned Harlot, the 
Petulancy of a vain Girl, and the Raſhnels of a 
fooliſh, perhaps drunken Prince, who made a Pro- 
phet's Head the Reward of a Dance? The ſame 
Reaſoning has Weight, with reſpe& to the 'Treat- 
ment which He has permitted his moſt eminent 
Servants in all Ages to meet with. It is the fixed 
Decree of Heaven, concerning the Righteous, 
that through much Tribulation (outward or inward, 
or both) they muſt enter the Kingdom of Gov. 
And the moit Part of Eccleſiaſtical Story, is in 
great Meaſure no other than a Comment on this 
great Truth; which likewiſe receives abundant 
Confirmation from numberlſes Parts of holy Scrip- 
ture, 


'TaeRE may be, for ought that can be known by 
us, a certain Reſemblance in ſome Particulars, be- 
tween his Caſe of whom we ſpeak, and that of 75. 
(ſee Chap. 2. 3.—6.) But in both, and indeed in 
all reſembling Inſtances, the Hand of the Lok is 
vifibly ſeen; that He is pitiful, and of tender 
Mercy, and afflicts His Children only for their Pro- 
fit, that they might partake of His Holineſs. And 
we are well aſſured, that He will repay His Ser- 
vants in another World, for whatever they ſuffer in 
this; even of ſuch as fill up that which is behind 
of the Afflictions of CRRISH in their Fleſh, 


As to the Difficulty of 2 with his for- 


mer Enjoyments, and Profeſſions, ſuch a State of 
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| conflict and Diſcomfort, as this his laſt Stage was 


accompanied with, it may be conſidered, that al- 
though it was uncommon, yet the Caſe is not ſin- 
gular : to recite Examples would be endleſs, It is 
true, that God has given us multiply'd and various 
Inſtances, in the laſt Stages of his Servants in moſt 
Ages, both of triumphant Superiority to Sickneſs, 
Pain and Death in ſome ; of holy Mourning, deep 
Abaſement, ard patient Reſignation, in others: 
and there have been thoſe likewiſe, whoſe laſt Sick- 
neſs have been ſuch Times of painful Purgation 
from human Foibles, and fore conſlict from dia- 
bolical Temptations, that the utmoſt, they have 
been able to do, has been to abide in the Furnace ; 
till Patience having had its perfect Work, they 
juſt ſtept from the Croſs - to the Crown! witneſſing, 
only with their parting Breath, Victory! Victory! 
And all this it 1s impoſſible to account for, by 
Appearances. 


Tus we hear one, in his laſt Sickneſs ſaying, 
„ am by the wonderful Mery of Goo, as full of 
Comfort as my Heart can hold, I feel nothing in 
my Scul but CHRIST, with whom I heartily deſire 
to be.” Another, © Iam like a Bird upon the 
Wing, and would-.fain be at Inmanuel's Land, where 
the Tree of Life is. Here I am a weak man, in 
the Hands of the King of Terrors, rejoicing in 
Hope of the Glory that ſha'l be revealed; and that 
by the Death and Reſurrection of a deſpiſed Cnr15T. 
All theſe ſoft Cloths are like Sack-cloth, and yet 
I have perfect Reſt of Spirit.” Another, O 
how does the Love of Gop wipe off all Pain ! The 
Servants of Gop ſuffer nothing. Their Trials are 
but for a Moment; their Joys are Eternal !'? Ten 
Thouſand Inſtances of this Sort might be alledged, 
in the preſent Generation (to look no farther) 
Perſons who throughout a Courſe of Pains and 


Wants, evidenced the victorious Conqueſt which 
JT Faith 
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Faith gives over all our Enemies, and. over Death, 
the laſt of all, x 


FTRERE have been thoſe on the other Hand, who 
after a Courſe of uſeful and holy living ; of eminency 
in Wiſdom, and in Favour with Gop, have never. 
theleſs, towards the ſetting of their San, wanted 
thoſe joyous Beams of triumphat Light and Life ; 
and who approached their Seat of Repoſe with many 
'Tears, and Sighs ; with Shame, and Confuſion, and 
Hopes, and Dependence ; and even at the laſt, 
left nothing particularly memorable, for the Diſ- 
. courſe, and Joy of the Survivors ; * but who not- 
notwithſtanding, have 'attained their wiſhed-for 
port, and enjoy the Pleaſures of thoſe peaceful 
Manſions ! Jobn xiv. 2. 


„Where Conflicts paſt, redouble preſent Joys ! ” 
Diverſity of Complexions, different . Periods of 


Grace, or Divine Diſpenſations; with a thouſand . 


Particulars known beſt to Gop, may be taken into, 
Confideration, in attempting to Account for this 
Difference in the Divine Diſpoſals concerning his 
Servants. But I-forbear attempting to ſolve, that 
of which I am free to profeſs my Ignorance : and 
wait for that Light. which will infallibly 


—— throw full Day on darkeſt Scenes of Time. 


IT may be farther obſerved concerning this Ser- 
vant of Gop, that altho' his Comforts had been 
exceeding great throughout moſt part of his Expe- 
. Tience, yet he had frequent and violent Encounters 
with the Enemy : So that ſometimes we find * the 

| ame 


„ St. Auſtin is ſaid to have had the penitential Pſalms wrote in 
Jarge Characters, and pinned to the inſide of the Curtains of his 
dying bed, d: firing to die as he repeated them with weeping, 


_ Biſhop Uſher followed the fame Example and prayed earneſtly 
$0 Gob, to pardon his Sins of Omiſſion. 
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lame Paragraph, Acknowledgements of the great Joy 
and Peace which he felt, and Complainings of 

grievous Temptations and Trials. Take an —— 

or two, among a thouſand, in his own Words, 


] found in Retirement ſore Struggles and deep 

«. Conſolation.” And again, Altho* Love and Joy 

lived and flowed in me, yet I wept and made Sup- 

« plication, being ſtrongly tempted of the Devil. 

Ah, Lorp! Thou knoweſt my State, and Trials! 

and my Groanings are not hid from Thee! What 
Conflicts with myſelf do I daily feel!“ 


Sour are tempted moſt in the beginning of their 
Converſion, and ſome towards the latter End, and 
others there are, who are ſorely tempted through- 
out their whole Life. The latter was his Caſe. 
But now eſpecially, his natural Faculties weakning 
in Proportion to the Decay of his Bodily Strength, 
rendered him the fitter Mark for Satan, to attack 
with his laſt and moſt violent Aſſaults, which there 
fore he plyed to Purpoſe. He could not however 
make him let go his Integrity : Nor did he alter 
his Sentiments, concerning any Point of Chriſtian 
Doctrine, or retract any thing he had formerly ſaid 
relating thereto. . And as to the Courſe of his moſt 
ſecret Walking, altho' on the whole, he ſaw nothing 
whereof to Glory in himſelf before Gop ; but ra- 
ther was continually filled with holy Shame and 
deep Abnſement, at the Diſparity which he ſtill 
perceived between himſelf and his holy Lox v; 
yet there was no Particular Sin, fince his Conver-, 
fon, with the cheriſhing of which he could charge 
himſelf. To which may be added, that in the 
midſt of this Hour and Power of Darkne/s, he never 
once charged God fooliſhly! but on the contrary he 
ſaught to Him with Groans, and Tears, and Cries, 
without ceaſing ! | | 


His 
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His Sufferings both of Body and Mind were 
* beyond Deſcription: But when we conſider, 

hus did God permit concerning him, it puts to 
Silence every doubtful, evil Reafoning on the Head, 
By conſtituting him a perfect Sufferer, Gov thereby 
made him the more conformable to his ſuffering, 
conquering Son ! that Man of Sorrows, and acquainted 
with Gries! And rendered his Condition not that 
of a Baſtard, or baſe born Child, abandoned of God, 
and rejected; but on the contrary, that of a be- 
loved Son, ſcourged and purified by his heavenly 
Father, that he might the eby, more eminently par- 
take of his Holineſs and Glory. And ſhould 
Heaven permit his conveying to us his preſent 
Sentiments, concerning his momentary Afflictions, 


we ſhould certainly hear him pronounce to this 
Effect. et 


For 4/! I bleſs thee ; moſt, for the /evere ; 
Amid my lift of bleſſings infinite, | 
Stand this the foremoſt, © 7hat my heart has bled.” 


He had Hope in his End, and therefore ceaſed 
not to cry to JE s us, who was with him in reality all 
the while, in the Furnace ; and finally appeared his 
Fricnd and his Beloved ! | | 


„ Try'd to che laſt, but not forſook ; 


But honour'd with diſtinguiſh'd Grace, 
Heaven-ward he caſt a dying Look, h 
And ſaw once more his Saviour's Face, 
* He's come! My Well-beloy'd, he faid, 
And I am His, and He is mine!“ 
He ſpake, he gaz'd, he bow'd his Head, 
And ſunk into the Arms divine!“ 


On the whole, I profeſs, That although on my firft 
hearing of the afflictive Scene through which he 
paſſed, I was more aſtoniſhed than at any Thing I 
eyer remember to have happened to myſelf or o- 
thers ; remaining in dumb Suſpence, at what _— 
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be the Cauſe of ſo unexpected a Procedure? Ne- 
vertheneſs, I am now inclined to conſider the whole 
Aﬀair as an Argument, rather of his Strength than 
the contrary. His ſupporting at all, under ſuch 
extreme Sufferings, not a little demonſtrates his 

reat Soul, and Nearneſs of Conformity to Gop his 
Saviour, | 


« Who drank in his ſad Days of Fleſh 
| The Potion by His Father given ; 
And bids His Members feel afreſh 
The Fierceneſs of the Wrath of Heaven.” 


Ir thou fainteſt, ſaith S-/:-70n in the Day of Ad- 
verſity, thy Strength is but {ma.” : and by parity 
of Reaſon, to ſtand in a Time of ſore Trial, ar- 
gues proportionable Strength. Avert, my Go, 
avert from my Soul, ill able to bear it, ſuch a 
Time of Trial! O Jesus, by all Thou_haſt done 
and ſuffered ; by thine Agony, and bloody Sweat, 
by thy Croſs and bitter Paſſion, by thy meretorious 
Death; Thy reſting in the Chambers of the Grave, 
Thy triumphant Reſurrection, and Aſcenſion; and 
by Thy Coming again in Glory ; in the Time of 
Sickneſs, in Death, and in Judgment, deliver my 
Soul, I beſeech Thee! 


In thy fair Book of Life divine, 
My Go» inſcribe my Name; | 
There let me fill ſome humble Shrine, 
Beneath the Jaughter'd Lamb! 


O might I with my parting Breath, 
Thee in thy bloody Veſture ſee, 

And caſt me on Thy Sacrifice, 
Jesus, my Lok, remember me 


Tur Thoughts of being 2 looſed from the 
Fetters of the Body, had often filled his Soul with 
the moſt ſenſible Delights, defiring nothing ſo much .. _ 
as to ſee his Gop : And the Approaches of _—_ 5 
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did often ſo inflame his Deſires, that he was ſome- 
times in a Degree of Tranſport. But after all that 
can be ſaid, on the Head of this his laſt Scene, and 
indeed of the Methods of God's providential Dif. 
penſations in general, concerning Nations or indivi- 
dual Perſons, it ſeems the wiſeſt and beſt Method, 
to reſt in that Sentiment, namely, not curiouſly 
to ſcan them; but rather to adore in humble Si- 
lence, His unſearchable Judgments and impenetra- 


ble Secrets ! Since, 


x gy 
Not deeply to diſcern not much to know, 
Mankind was born to wonder and adore “ 


WHATEVER is permitted to befal them in this 
World, we are well aſſured it h be well with tle 
Righteous, All Things, whether proſperous or ad- 
verſe, all work together for their Good. He that 
liveth forever ſayth / come quickly—— to put a final 
Period to the whole of mortal Things, and deter- 
mine the States of all the Children of Adam ror 


EVER! His Reward is with Him! We ſhall ſee 


Him as he is! Tho' now we ſee him not, yet belier- 
ing, we rejoice ! O Jesvs, work in our Hearts that 
Conformity to, and Reſemblance of Thyſelf, that 
we may ſeek nothing, deſire nothing, but Night 
and Day think of, long for, and joyfully wait for 
Tuixk APPEARING |! e | 
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